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CHAPTER IX. 



In the commencement of the last chapter 
mention was made of the sailing of the expedi- 
tion which Clive detached to the Northern Cir- 
cars under Colonel Forde, in September, 1758. 
Before narrating the operations of that force, it 
will be necessary to take a short retrospect of 
the aOairs of the Deckan. 

We have already seen * the success of 
Bussy in defeating the combination formed 
against him at the Court of Salabut Jung. When 
he was surrounded in the post he had taken at 
Hyderabad, Ibrahim Khan, to whom he had in- 
trusted the management of the Northern Circars, 
threw off his allegiance. Bussy, sensible of the 
great value of the newly acquired possessions, 
obtained the Subah's permission to march with 

♦ Vide Vol.1, p. 183. 
VOL. 11. B 
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the greater part of his force to punish Ibrahim 
KJban, and settle thc countries ceded to him. 
He proceeded by the route of Bezoara to Rajah- 
mundry. Ibrahim Khan fled at his approach ; 
but Vizeram Raz, the Hindu zemindar, or ruler, 
of the country of Chicacole, joined him from 
his capital of Vizianagur with a considerable 
body of men. Bussy thought it politic to give Vi- 
zeram Raz every support ; and the French troops 
were employed in compelling the submission of 
his refractory chiefs, each of whom had his 
petty fastness, and, relying on its natural or arti- 
ficial strength, and the devoted attachment and 
valoi]|P of his followers, yielded but an imperfect 
ohedi^ice to his acknowledged lord> and seldom 
paid hisi tribute until compelled by superior force. 
The French arms w«re first directed by YU 
zeram ilaz to the attack of Rangarow, Rajah o£ 
Boobilee, against whom be cherished a deadly 
hatred. The fort of this chief could not resist 
Eurc^pean artillery ; but its defenders scorned to 
yield. They fought to the last ; and the Rajah» 
with all those capable of bearing arms, except 
four who reserved their lives for a deed of ven- 
geance, fell during the siege or on the breach. 
A more appalling spectacle than that of the 
carnage of these brave men awaited the success- 
ful assaikmts. In the interior of this stronghold, 
they found only the smoking ruins of houses, and 
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the mangled and burnt bodies of all who were 
its late inhabitants ^ neither age nor sex was 
spared in the dreadful sacrifice : not a human 
being seemed to be left over whom his enemies 
could triumph. As the horror-struck victors 
were contemplating this scene of desolation and 
of death, an old man rushed from the smoking 
ruins with a child in his arms. He was con- 
ducted to M. Law, who commanded the party : 
" This is the son of Rangarow,^ said the old 
man, ** whom I have preserved against his 
father's will." The safety of this boy was felt as 
some alleviation of the horrid catastrophe. He 
was carried to Bussy, who received and treated 
him with that humanity and generosity which 
belonged to his character*, constituting him- 
self his guardian, and securing to him the terms 
offered to fats j&ther, before his fort was attacked. 
Three nights after this event the camp was 
surprised by a tumult, and Bussy soon learned 
that twot of the font followers of Rangarow 

* The particulars of the storm of Boobilee are narrated, 
by Orme (vol. ii. p. 254.), with a clearness and a feeling 
wbieh do honour to that hhrtorian. Such scenes as are here 
described are but too common in the history of India ; where 
Hindus, of a high tribe> often take the heroic, but barbarous, 
resohition of not leaving a living being for their enemies to 
triumph over. 

f The other two remained concealed; but they were 
bound, by a vow, to murder Yizeram Raz if the first attempt 
failed. 

B 2 
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before mentioned had made their way to the 
tent of Vizeram Raz, and stabbed the. inveterate 
enemy of their race * in thirty-two places. They 
might have escaped, but they disdained flight. 
" Look here," they said to the guards by whom 
they were attacked, " we are satisfied.*' 

Bussy, happy to leave such a scene of horror 
and bloodshed, continued his march north to 
Ganjam, where he received letters from his 
countrymen in Bengal, and from the Nabob 
Suraj-u-Dowlah, urging his march to that coun- 
try to destroy the English. While waiting in 
expectation of persons from Moorshedabad to 
arrange for his advance through Cuttack, he 
heard of the fall of Chandemagore ; on which 
he appears to have abandoned all thoughts of 
proceeding to Bengal, though he no doubt con- 
trived to feed Meer Jaffier with hopes which 
might stimulate him to acts of hostility against 
the enemies of France. 

Bussy's next effort was against Vizagapatam, 
which was compelled to surrender. His treat- 
ment of the English, whom he made prisoners, 
was more than humane ; it was kind t and liberal. 

* Rangarow^ and his tribe, considered themselvee of much 
higher race than the Rajahs of Vizianagur ; and their con- 
tempt of his family was one cause of the inveteracy of Vi- 
zeram Raz. 

f " Bussy promised the English their property ; and all 
they claimed as such was resigned to them, without question 
or discussion." — Orme, vol. ii. p. 263. 
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From thence he went to Rajahmundiy, where 
he heard of a change at the court of the Subah 
very unfavourable to the views and interests of 
the French in the Deckan. 

In consequence of an intrigue between Shah- 
navaze Khan, the prime minister, and the Su- 
bah's brothers, Nizam Ali Khan and Basalut 
Jung, the latter two princes had come into 
power; and, having compelled the weak Sala- 
but Jung to intrust them with his great seal, had 
reduced him to a cipher in his own dominions. 
The French oflScer left in charge of the body of 
men which remained in the Subal^'s camp, had 
neither the talent nor the influence to counteract 
these intrigues, and limited himself to the guard- 
ing of Salabut Jung's person, and reporting to 
Bussy events as they occurred. That experienced 
commander saw that no time was to be lost. 
He immediately left Rajahmundry, and accom- 
plished the march to Aurungabad, a distance of 
more than four hundred miles, in twenty-one 
days. He found on his arrival three separate 
armies ; for Nizam Ali Khan and Basalut Jung 
had each his own encampment, and the Paishwah 
Ballajee Bajerow was in the vicinity j that ruler 
being, it was believed, concerned in the plot laid 
to deprive the Subah of his power. 

The force of Bussy, which consisted of nine 
hundred Europeans (two hundred of which were 

B 3 
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cavalry) and five thousand five hundred sepoys, 
with ten field-pieces, was more than equal to any 
of the armies, or indeed to any two combined. 
All waited, therefore, to see the part he would 
take. He was aided by Hyder Jung, who, 
having some claims • upon the French, and being 
a man of ability, waa raised in consequence by 
Bussy, who obtained him a title from the Em- 
peror of Delhi. This person was consulted on 
aU occasions, and displayed both talent and ad- 
dress : but his influence made him many enemies, 
and these were increased by his success in their 
own arts o£ intrigue, particularly in corrupting 
the Governor of Dowlatabad, and gaining that 
impregnable fortress t for the French, by whom it 

* The father of Hjrder Jung was governor of MasuKpatan 
when Dupleix made himself master of that important fort- 
ress, and is believed to have betrayed his trust. 

t The small fortress of Dowlatabad stands at the distance 
of e^t miks to the north-vest of Aurungabad. It is de- 
fended by walls and bastions : but what renders it impreg- 
nable is the solid rock being scarped perpendicular all round ; 
and in no place is the scarp less than one hundred and eighty 
feet. The entrance is by a long tunnel, in which there are 
several trarerses cut out of the rock, l^ahnavaze Khan 
bad obtained possession of this fortress. The manner in 
which it was seized by Bussy is minutely described by Orme, 
vol. ii. p. 345. Bussy himself, attended by a number of 
officers and three hundred men, went on the pretext of see* 
ing the fort and paying a visit to the Killadar (or Governor) ; 
and when the garrison w^e so stationed by the Killadar, 
through respect for their guest, that they could make bo fb- 
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wte kept as a placie of Becmity fbf Salabui Jiitlg^ 
instead of being his prison^ the purpose fbt 
which it is bdieved to have been destined by 
the conspirators against his liberty, if ndt hift 

The Nizam^s brotheiTs wefe coinpelled td givd 
up the great seal of the Deckati) which Wtts ttOt 
surrendered without undisguised niarks i^f theit 
indignation, atid loud protestations agatni^ thd 
European influence which now swayed th0 coiin^ 
cils of their elder brother. Nizam AU Khan^ 
who showed at this period both ability and bold* 
nessi was directed to proceed to his' goVernmeiit 
of Berar, and Basalut Jung to the chatge ^ 
AdifmL Befpf e lus departure Nizam AU tecfAved 
the ceremonious visits of all the chiefs and 
nobles in camp. Among othem, Hydet Jtffig 
paid his respects. When that Omrab was Mlgtted, 
Nizam Ali arose ; but made a signal for ihe fohne# 
not to move^ as he would immediately retunu 
The mbment, however, that he left the aportv 
ment, his visitor was stabbed to the heai^ Let^ 
ters, which had been previously prepared^ Were 
seit to Salabut Jung# Balla^ee RowyBmalutJilBg^ 
and Bussy j ascribing the deatth of the Frenob 
dewan orl minister (for such Hyder Jting was 

»i«tanee, he was macte « willhig pridofner by tbe French ge- 
nei^Iy aiid siich of his followers as made df^Miteicion expeUed 
from the fort. 

B 4 
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termed) to accident ; but the truth could not long 
be concealed, and Nizam Ali fled with some of 
his best horse to the city of Burhampore* in . 
Berar. 

Bussy directed a party to seize Shahnavaze 
Khan, who was believed to be concerned in the •: 

murder ; and that minister, with one of his sons, :.. 
was killed in an affray which took place fr6m 
his followers opposing the troops of Salabut Jung ..■' 
and the French, that were sent to make him ^ 
prisoner. ^ • 

All was for some time in confusion. Th^; ^v 
principal chiefs in the army hastened to disown -^ ^ .: 
any participation in the crime that had been ^ re- 
committed ; and the Paishwah Ballajee BajeroWj^' ^'7" 
sent to Bussy to assure him that he viewed the " J 
murder of Hyder Jung with detestation. j : 

. Salabut Jung was so greatly enraged with his..^ ./( 
brother, that Bussy could not prevent his making ' •' : 
some marches towards Burhampore; but hi^..-. ": 
soon succeeded in convincing him that the p^[^^/ ". "'^ 
suit of Nizam Ali was as impolitic as it would be^ <r^ 
useless. The fact was, that Bussy did not wish ■^; . 
that his nation should appear as the cause of 
discord in the Subah's family j and he had, also, 
some anticipation, from the accounts which he 

* The rapidity of his flight was great : he is said to have 
reached Burhampore in twenty-four hours. The distance is 
one hundred and fifty miles. 
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had received from Pondicherry, of the changes 
about to occur in the councils of that settle- 
ment. With these impressions, his object was 
to lead Salabut Jung to Golconda, where he 
would be conveniently situated for any event 
which might occur. During this march, M. 
Conflans arrived in camp with a letter from M. 
Lally, appointing him second in command to 
Bussy, and announcing to the latter his intended 
recall. Bussy, on receiving this intelligence, 
adopted measures to secure the garrison he had 
left in Dowlatabad reaching him in safety. This 
accomplished, he proceeded with the Subah to 
Hyderabad, where the commands of Lally were 
received, directing him to abandon all his pro- 
jects in the Deckan, and to hasten with part of 
his troops to Pondicherry, leaving the remainder 
under Conflans to protect the Northern Circars, 
and to garrison Masulipatam, the able chief of 
which (Moracin) was also recalled. 

The enemies of the French in the Deckan, 
and those who dreaded their rise, saw Bussy*s 
preparations to depart with surprise and delight* 
None, however, could account for this sudden 
abandonment of an influence and strength which 
had been established with such labour and 
ability. 

Salabut Jung had very different feelings ; he 
viewed the departure of Bussy with deep de- 
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spondency* It was the loss^ as he said* to him^ 
of his friend and preserver ; and his mind pre* 
sented sad forebodings of his future fate* These 
he communicated to Bussyi who supported him 
by an assurance that he would return } and ia 
that expectation he was no doubt sincere ^ fi>ri 
notwithstanding what he had h^urd of the oha* 
racter of Lally» he could not have anticipated 
that any individual in M. Lally's situation could 
have been so bhnded by prejudice^ and so mis* 
led by his passionsi as to abandon the advan** 
tages which a commanding influence in the 
councils of the Deckan must have given to the 
French^ at a period so critical to their interests 
in India. 

When Bussy had been compelled to march to 
Aurungabad» he left but a small body of men in 
the Northern Circars ; and Anunderauze^ the 
successor of Vizeram Ra^, no longer overawed 
by the presence of a French force, and desiring 
to throw off his dependence upon that nation, 
courted the alliance of the British Govern- 
ment** Clive appears at this period to have been 
well informed of the situation of parties at the 
court of the Subah of the Deckan* He bad re- 
ceived an overture from Nizam Ali Khan, who* 

* A correspondence, between this petty prince and Clhe, 
was opened through the medium of an English merchant 
BaoBied Bristow. 
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prompted by his hostility to Buasy«. solicited the 
aid of the English. In his answer to this letter *» 
Clive gives that Prince every assurance of 
friendship ; and about two months f afterwardsi 
he informs him of his having sent Colonel Forde 
into the Circars, to retake settlemaits in the 
Subah's dominions from which the English had 
been expelled by the French; and requests 
Nizam AH to aid him, and to obtain the assist- 
ance (^ his brother the Subah in accomplishing 
that just object. 

To Anunderauze» Clive wrote? in terms caU 
culated to conciliate his continued friendship: 
he congratulated him on the advantages he had 
gained over the French, and desired him to con« 
suit with Colonel Forde on the operations ne- 
cessary to expel that nation from the Northern 
Circars. He also stated his expectation of the 
Rajah's benefiting so much by the aid of this 
force, that he would contribute to defray its ex« 
peiDses. It was a serious error § tp repose such 

♦ Clive's answer to Nizam Ali Khan is dated 27th July, 
175a 

t 17th September, 1758. 

% 7th July,r and 17th September. 

§ Clive appears to have despatched treasure for this corps 
the moment he learned that none was likely to be reco^vered 
either from Anunderauze or the revenues of the country : 
but the activity of the French corps of observation prevented, 
for some period. Colonel Forde from receiving the benefit of 
this supply. 
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confidence on this source of supply. It foiled ; 
and its failure caused great delays, and had 
nearly defeated the whole object of the ex- 
pedition. 

Colonel Forde, after retaking Vizagapatam, 
marched towards Rajahmundry, near which he 
engaged and completely defeated M. Conflans, 
who retired rapidly towards Masulipatam, leav- 
ing his guns and camp equipage in the hands of 
the English. Anunderauze, who remained in 
the rear, and either from caution or fear took no 
part in this contest, appeared averse to proceed 
any further south; nor was it until Colonel 
Forde had signed an engagement which secured 
him great advantages, that he consented to give 
him a small sum of money to relieve the urgent 
distresses of the English troops, and to accom- 
pany him in his march. Fifty days were thus 
lost; p,nd the French had not only recovered 
jfrom their panic, but their ally Salabut Jung was 
advancing, and a small French corps of observ- 
ation had begun to plunder the countries in the 
rear of the English ; while M. Conflans, with 
his main body, prepared to defend Masulipatam, 
scarcely expecting, however, that the English 
would attempt to attack a fortress the garrison 
of which outnumbered the troops of the assail- 
ants. But the result proved he was unacquainted 
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with the bold character of the British com- 
mander. 

To increase the embarrassments of Colonel 
Forde, the treasure sent from Bengal being pre- 
vented from reaching him by the operations of 
the French corps of l^observation^ the distress 
for want of money, added to other grievances, 
caused the European part of his force to mutiny 
and leave their lines, threatening to march away. 
Being desired to state specifically their com- 
plaints, they demanded, through deputies, the 
immediate payment of the prize-money due to 
them, and an assurance that, if Masulipatam 
fell, they should have the whole of the prize-' 
money, and not half, as was the usage with the 
Compan/s troops, the other half being re- 
served as the right of Government The com- 
mander promised that the prize-money due 
should be paid from the first treasure received ; 
and added, that he would recommend the full 
prize-money to be given them should their valour 
be crowned with success* Satisfied with these 
assurances, they returned to their duty, and the 
siege was prosecuted with vigour. 

Salabut Jung, with a large army, was now 
within forty miles } and his mandates were issued 
to all Zemindars and others, to aid the French 
and to act against the English. The alarmed 
Anunderauze, on hearing this order, struck his 
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tents, and inarched sixteen miles towards his own 
country. Colonel Forde sent after him, to re- 
present the extreme folly of his conduct: he 
could not (he dhrected his agent to explain 
to the Rajah) expect to escape the numerous 
parties of horse of the Subah ; and, if he did, 
he had to encounter the French corps of ob- 
servation, which was in the neighbourhood of 
R^^mundry: the capture of Masulipatam, 
therefor^ was the only chance he had for safety. 
The good sense of this remonstrance had its ^- 
feet: the Rajah returned; and Colonel Forde, in 
order to inspire him and other natives with con- 
fidence, solicited and obtained leave to send a 
person to the camp of the Subah to explain the 
cause of the expedition, and its limited object of 
recovering the Englii^ factories, and taking those 
of the French upon the sea-coast Mr. Jolm 
Johnstcme of the Civil Service, who had been 
the active co-adjutor of Colonel Forde through- 
out this expedition, was deputed to Salabut 
Jung ; and the delay of a few days^ which it was 
expected his mission would create, was deemed 
of ultimate importance to the success of the 
sic^. 

The situation of Colonel Forde was at iim 
moment tnaly critical. Though the principal 
breach appeared practicable, the advance to the 
attack was ctVBt a deep morass, and the ditch of 
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the foit could only be passed $X ebb tid^ t a gar«- 
mem siupterior to tbe besieges wa9 within the 
w^lls ; md the army c^the Subah waa near Ma^ 
auUpatanit and on the point of fonning a junction 
with the French corjwj of observation* To add 
to these difficulties^ the aoununition fw the 
heavy guns was nearly exp^ided Under these 
circumstances, and having no hope <^ being able 
to effect a retreat by land, Colonel Forde had 
only the choice between saving his troops by 
embarking them, or immediately storming the 
fort. He determined on the latter ; and made a 
disposition for three attacks, one of which was a 
false one, for the puipose of distracting the 
attention of the enemy from the main attadc on 
the north-east angle of the fort. 

In addition to thia disposition of his own 
force, the troopa of Anunderauze were directed 
to move along the causeway that crossed the 
morals, and, by their skirmishing, to alarm the 
enemy at the principal gateway, and to keep a 
part of the garrison employed in the ravelin and 
outworks near it. To the Rajah's peo|de was 
also entrusted the care of the camp ; for every 
m^n of the English force was engaged in the 
atorm. 

The attack commenced at midnight; and 
though a great proportion of the troops soon 
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forced their way into the interior of the place, a 
straggling fire was kept up for some hours, when 
M. Cooflans surrendered, and the English found, 
in the morning, that thdur prisoners amounted to 
five hundred Europeans, and two thousand five 
hundred and thirty-seven Caflres, Topasses*, 
and s^oys ; being, altogetlier, far more nu- 
merous than those by whom they were captured. 
The loss of the French was small : the assailants 
had twmty-two Europeans killed, and sixty-two 
wounded; fifty sepoys were killed, and a hundred 
and fifty wounded t 

The French commander and his garrison had, 
from the first, treated too slightingly the eflbrts 
of thdbr besiegers. Their confid^ice, which was 
increased by an expected re-enfi>rcement from 
Pondicbeiry, was one of the chief causes of the 
loss of the place. Few precautionary measures 
appear to have been taken to give combination to 
thepomts of defence ; and the attack being niade 
at night, and on so many quarters, distracted 

* Native ChristiaoSy generally tbe defioeodants of Por- 
tuguese and Indian parents; called Topasses, from their 
wearing hats (topees) like Europeans, instead of turbans. 

t The killed and wounded were nearly one third of the 
whole; so that the assailants, probably, hardly exceeded 
nine hundred, whOe the prisoners were three thousand and 
thirty-seven. Arunderauze, with his irregular native forces, 
was, indeed, at hand. 
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those in the different works*, whose contra- 
dictory and exaggerated reports so embarrassed 
M. Conflans» that he remained in the centre of 
the fort with his most select men, undecided 
where to direct relief, till he was so surrounded 
as to be obliged to surrender at discretion. 

Though these circumstances ]»*omoted the 
success of the English, they only reflected higher 
honour upon the British commimder and his 
gallant soldiers. The irregularity and extent of 
the fortifications made Colonel Forde foresee the 
confusion that must result from dividing his 
troops both before and after they entered the 
place. He also calculated upon that confidence 
with which the enemy's superior numbers were 
likely to inspire their commander ; and he an* 
ticipated the success which so frequently crowns 
those daring attempts, which are made in con* 
tempt of all the ordinary maxims of war. 

The able and bold plans of their commander 
were admin^bly carried into execution by his 
brave troops. The English soldiers, by their 
conduct, well redeemed the crime of their recent 
mutiny; and we are informed, by a contem- 

* The troops in the ravelin, beyond the main gate, were 
kept at their post by alarm at the false attack of the Rajah's 
troops, till the assailants, who entered at the breach, shut 
the gate on them. 

VOL. II. C 
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porary historian*, that ^* the sepoys behaved 
with equal gallantry to the Europeans 1 *' 

M. Moracin, with a re-enforcement of three 
hundred men from Pondicherry, arrived a few 
days after the place had feUen* On discovering 
what had occurred, he sailed to the northward, 
where the attempt he made to injure the English 
interests in the Vizagapatam and Ganjam dis- 
tricts altogether failed^ though he continued, for 
some period, to excite considerable alarm. 

Sakbut Jung was encamped within fifteen 
miles of Masulipatam when the fort was taken. 
He and his ministers were alike astonished at the 
unexpected result of the siege ; and, reproaching 
themselves as in part the cause of the misfortune 
to their ally, they refused to negotiate with 
Colonel Forde while there appeared a hope of 
their being joined by the corps under Moracin ; 
but finding that he had proceeded north, the 
Subah evinced a wish to contract an alliance 
with the English. To this he was induced by 
another and more powerful motive. Ni2ai!n Ali 
Khan had, on the receipt of Clive's letters re- 
garding Colonel Forde's expedition, riot only 
written to Clivet expressing his desire to co- 

♦ Orme, ToLiii. p. 489. 

t Letter received at Calcutta, 17th July, 1759. 
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operate against the French, and his wish that 
Colonel Forde's force should join him ; but had 
also addressed Colonel Forde to the same pur- 
^po^ in answer to a letter received from that 
offica:. This correspondence with a brother 
whom he had just cause to dreads combined with 
the movement of Nizam Ali in the direction of 
Hyderabad^ turned the scale of the Subah's court 
in favour of the English ; and, notwithstanding 
the remonstrances of the leader of the Fr^ich 
corps of observation, Salabut Jung concluded a 
treaty with Colonel Forde, by which he ceded 
Ma»ulipatam and eight districts in its vicinity. 
The second article of this engagement stipulated* 
not only that he was to have no Frendi troops in 
his service, but that he was not to allow that 
nation any settlement in his dominions; the 
third article was in favour of Anunderauze ; and 
by the fourth Salabut Jung engaged never to 
give aid or protection to the enemies of the 
English; who, on their part, stipulated not to 
aid or protect those who were hostile to his per- 
son CMT government 

I have entered more minutdy upon the pro* 
giress and results of this expedition, from its 
being solely and exclusively the measure of 
Clive. Its consequences were very important, 
as tending to distract the enemy at the period of 
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the'siege of Madras*, and materially to weaken 
his actiial strength for subsequent operations t ; 
but more so as they destroyed (Clive*s great ob- 
ject) the French connection with Salabut Jung, 
and raised the military reputation oif the Ehglish 
in the'Decfcan above that of their European 
rivals; Besides all these advantages, the occu- 
pation of the fort and dependent districts of 
Masulipatam was of itself a valuable object. 
This possession was annexed to the presidency 
of Fort St. George. 

The government of Madras, anxious to add to 
the army in the field against the French, desired 
that Colonel Forde should leave Masulipatam 
with a garrison of five hundred sepoys, and send 
his remaining Europeans (about two hundred) to 
Madras. This he objected to, upon the ground 
of its exposing this important acquisition to re- 
capture by the French fleet. Clive approved of 

* Mr. Call, the chief engineer at Madras, writing to 
Clrve, under date the 11th October, 1758, observes, *« I 
cannot but say you have added mudi to your reputation by 
the detachment (Colonel Forde's) which you have sent to 
our assistance on the coast. No sooner were your appre- 
hensions for the safety of Bengal somewhat lessened, than 
you determined to support us.*' 

t Including prisoners, and the corps under Moracb, at 
least one thousand Europeans, and nearly three thousand 
native troops, were subtracted from Lally s force by the effects 
of Colonel Forde's success. 
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this, as of every part (^Colonel Forde's conduct 
throughout the late service. Besides those public 
thanks which, as head of the government, . he 
gave to this able officer and his gallunt troops, 
we meet, in Clivers private letters, with frequent 
and strong expressions of his sense, cdTi the im- 
portance of the defeat of Conflans near Rajab- 
mundry^ and the capture of Masulipatam* He 
justly concluded that these achievements, inde- 
pendent of their. immediate consequences, were 
calculated to promote our permanent interests in 
the Deckan ; a point to which he always gave 
great importance, and to which he upbraids his 
friends in the government of Madras for being 
too inattentive. 

In a private letter to Mr. Pigot of the 21st of 
August, in which he congratulates him on the 
raising of the siege of Madras, he observes, " I 
know there are many in England, especially the 
envious, who have endeavoured to persuade 
others, as well as themselves, that our wars in 
India are trifling and insignificant ; but our late 
exploits: will, I believe, induce another way of 
thinking, and add lustre to our quondam vic- 
tories. 

" Colonel Forde may, I think, step forth, and 
very justly claim his share of the laurels gained. 
His defeat of Conflans, with a great inferiority 
of numbers, was an important stroke ; but his 

c 3 
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taking by storm such a place as Masulipatam, 
with a garrison within superior to the fatoe 
which attacked it, is what we seldom hear of in 
these our modem times. 

^ I cannot add much to what has been repre- 
sented to you in our general letter ; only let me 
beg of you not to neglect the afiairs of the 
Deckan ; they are of great importance, and I 
know the gentlemen at home think them so. 
Besides, we never could be safe in Bengal, while 
the enemy is so near at hand, and a strong 
squadron, which may give ours the sUp, and 
co-operate with them. If Colonel Forde had left 
Masulipatam with only a garrison of five hundred 
sepoys, and it had been afterwards lost (which I 
really believe would have been the case), what a 
load of disgrace would have fallen upon us, for 
putting the Company to so great an expense, and 
for losing all the fruite of our eminent successes 
in these parts.** 

In another letter * upon the same subject to his 
friend Mr. Vansittart, who was a member of council 
at Fort St. George, Clive expresses similar senti^ 
ments. " The news from the coast," he observes^ 
•* this year has been very important and interest- 
ing. The defence of Madras will do much 
honour to our arms in India, and greatly heighten 
our reputation as soldiers in these parts. I 
* 26th August. 
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would gladly* have given some of my riches to 
share some of your r^utatioq. I know it has 
been a conceived opinion among the old soldiery 
in England, that our exploits in India have been 
much of the same nature as those of Ferdinpndo 
Cortez ; but your foiling such a man as M. Lallyt 
and two of the oldest regiments of France, will 
induce another way of thinking, and add a fresh 
lustre to all our former victories. Neither do I 
think Colonel Forde's successes fall short of those 
of Madriis^ His victory over the Marquis de 
Conflans was but one of the many we have gained 
over our enemies in the like circumstances ; but 
his taking such a place as Masulipatam, with a 
garrison within superior to the force which at- 
tacked it, isy I think, one of those extraordinary 
actions which we seldom hear of in these modem 
times, and must gain him great honour when it 
comes to be known at home. And now I have 
said thus much, I cannot help thinking there has 
npt been quite that attention bestowed on the 
affiurs of the Deckan their importance deserves* 
Much has been risked in not sending Col<mel 
Forde even a small assistance of money, which I 
think might have bpen done without greatly dis- 
trefising yourselves ; ^d still much more in npt 
providing sea conveyances, or timely and sufiQl-^ 
cient land escorts for the French prisoners. 
" This expedition was undertaken more with 
c 4 
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a view to benefit the coast than Bengal; and 
most of the Deckan forces would certainly have 
been at the siege of Madras, if not prevented by 
the diversion given from hence. Much I fear 
all our successes in the Deckan would have come 
to nothing, if Col(Miel Forde had complied with 
the late order sent him, of leaving only five 
hundred sepoys in Masulipatam, and coming, 
with the rest of the forces, to Madras. Excuse 
me in thinking the gentlemen in council have 
had too much at heart the securing to themselves 
Colonel Forde's detachment, without suflSciently 
considering the consequences ; for I can never 
be persuaded that the addition of two hundred 
infantry would either have lost or gained us a 
battle over M. Lally ; but the withdrawing them 
from the Deckan would certainly have rendered 
fruitless all that has been done. You will be 
surprised at hearing the French have landed 
upwards of five hundred Europeans at Ganjam 
with M. Moracin; but it is really matter of 
fact, and has been confirmed to us by no less 
than forty-seven deserters firom thence, most of 
them English taken at St. David's, and forced 
into the service. By the latest advices, they 
were reduced, by death and desertion, to four 
hundred. I need say no more on this subject, 
as the board will write very fully on this and 
other matters of importance.** 
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I shall now shortly refer to theoooumnceB at 
Madras, subsequent to the: great effort made ter 
restore the British interests in Bengd. It would 
be as unnecessary as it is foreign to my object to 
enter into a detail of events whieh faojre been 
minutely described by several able writers } but 
a general notice of them is required, not ooHj to 
elucidate the grounds of Clive's conduct, as &r 
as relates to the aid he gave or refusied to Fort 
St George, but as it is calculated to exhibit the 
character of his mind, which, amid all those cri«- 
tiail and important events in which he was 
engaged in Bengal, appears to have dwelt with 
an earnest fondness upon the scenes of his first 
efforts, and to have retained the most anxious 
solicitude for the continued success of those who 
were the friends of his youth, and his early asso* 
ciates in danger. Absence appears, indeed, to 
have increased the interest he took in the afi&irs 
of the coast of Coromandel ; and from the period 
of his proceeding to Calcutta till his departure 
for England, no occurrence of any magnitude 
took place in the Madras Presidency, on which 
we do not find numerous letters from Clive, 
;which ccmvey his opinion with equal freedom 
upon the measures of the government, and upon 
the conduct of individuals. 

In 1757, the. events of most magnitude on the 
coast were the capture of Madura by Captain 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 MCMOIRS OF LORD CLITB. 

Caillaud^, who commanded the British troops 
south of the Coleroon ; and the defeat of aportyt 
which attacked Nellore, where the brotlierl: of 
the Nabob Mahommed Ali Khan continued in 
rebellion. The fortress of Chittaput was taken 
by the French, owing to aid being rdused to Nazir 
Mahommed §, the killadar (or governor) who^ 
holding this fortress independent of the Nabob, 
was an object of jealousy, and he succeeded in 
instilling into the minds of the English govern- 
ment a belief that the gallant defender of this 
important post was in league with the French. 
Succour was delayed till too late. The brave 
killadar resisted to the last ; and, by his death on 
the breach, silenced his calumniators^ and left 
the rulers of Madras to regret their unfortunate 
credulity and prejudice. 

The capture of Chittaput was followed by the 
reduction of a number of small fortresses in the 
Camatic. The successes of the French in this 



• Captain Caillaud suffered tiro repulses before he suc- 
ceeded in his attack on Madura* 

t This party was commanded by Colonel Forde, then be- 
longing to Adlercron*s regiment. The circumstances attend- 
ing the repulse were such as reflected no imputation on his 
charaicter. 

X Neazballa. 

§ Nazir Mahommed held Chittaput^ and a small surround- 
ing district, by a sunnud, or grant, from the Subadar of the 
Deckan* 
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province balanced those of the English to the 
southward, where the gallantry and judgment of 
Captain CaiUaud, and the indefatigable activity 
of Mahommed Esoof *, the celebrated command- 
ant of sepoys, supported the cause of the English, 
and of the Nabob Mahommed Ali, against the 
French and the rebel Maphuze Khan. The 
latter were aided by several polygars, or petty 
Hindu chiefs, who possess the wild mountainous 
tracts of this part of India ; and who» from the 
attachment and habits of their rude followers, 
are the most troublesome of all enemies to the 
internal peace of the country. 

These indecisive operations had no effect 
beyond keeping up the flame of war between the 
French and English, through whom every native 
power in India that they could influence became 
engaged in hostilities, in which their interests 
w^e deemed subordinate to the primary object 
which the two rival European nations alike 
cherished, of expelling each other from the east- 
ern hemisphere. 

The French government in Europe appear, at 
this period, to have determined on an effort to 
reduce the British settlements on the coast of 
Coromandel ; and the armament they prepared 
seemed adequate to the object. Fortunately for 

* Mahommed Esoof was best known, in the early part of 
his career, by the name of " the Nellore Commandant/' 
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the English, those who presided in the councils 
of Louis 15th were either so completely ignorant 
of Indian policy, or so inveterately prejudiced 
against their East India Company and its servants^ 
as not only to overlook the advantages that these 
had gained, but to put aside as useless all who 
were acquainted with the scene, and to substitute 
a commander and officers, who, whatever experi- 
ence they might have had in other quarters of 
the world, were profoundly ignorant of that to 
which they were sent, with the expressed hope 
that, while they reformed the gross abuses of the 
local government, they would restore the tar- 
nished lustre of the French arms. 

The bold and extensive, though, perhaps, pre- 
mature, schemes of Dupleix had, at first, excited 
great expectations in France j but when, instead 
of those successes which his sanguine mind had 
led his government to anticipate, every despatch 
brought accounts of some^ failure or disaster, 
national vanity, combined with prejudice and 
ignorance^ induced the ministers of that country 
to throw the whole blame on the Company and 
on the individuals whom they had employed to 
manage their affairs abroad. Their political and 
military conduct underwent equal condemnation j 
their operations in the field Mfere deemed unskil- 
ful, and their connections with native princes, 
particularly that with the Subah of the Deckan, 
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were pronounced altogether chimerical, and cal- 
culated for no object but that of feeding the am- 
bition, or adding to the wealth, of those by whom 
they were planned or conducted. 

Though the form of the local government was 
not changed, controlling powers were vested in 
Lieutenant-General Count Lally, who was sent 
in command of this force, aided by a large staflp 
of officers of high rank and reputation. 

The character of Lally, from former servicer, 
stood high as a gallant soldier. He was, perhaps, 
skilled in European warfare, but he was wholly 
ignorant of the different modes and usages of that 
science in India ; added to which, he was not of 
a temper to benefit by the experience of others j 
and his mind appears, before he left France, to 
have been imbued with the deepest prejudices 
against his own countrymen in India, as well as 
the most sovereign contempt for the natives of 
that country. He was, in consequence, alike 
indisposed to receive aid from the experience 
and knowledge of the one, or from the alliance 
of the other; and evidently expected to subdue 
all obstacles at the point of the bayonet. 
' Such was the inan whom the French govern- 
ment sent to India. How different was the con- 
duct of the great Chatham I When the troops 
of his sovereign were ordered to that country to 
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support the national interests, he at once decided * 
that neither Lawrence nor Clive should be super- 
seded in their command. Had the ministers of 
France been endowed with his wisdom, and the 
troops they so judiciously sent to India been 
placed trader Bussy, there is every ground to 
conclude that the result of the ensuing campaigns 
would have been very different. But such was 
the infatuation or prejudice of the French mu 
nisters, that Bussy, slighted in the new arrange- 
ments, was le&j unnoticed and unhonoured, to 
submit to the commands and bear the insults of 
an arrogant superior, whose jealousy of his fame 
and popularity was increased into perfect fiiry at 
the attentions shown him by all ranks, and by a 
memorial from the six colonelst who had accom- 
panied him from France, praying he would 
nominate Bussy, yet only a Lieutenant-Colonel, 
a Brigadier-General, that he might command 
them, and that thdr sovereign might derive those 
benefits which were to be expected from his name 
and experience, 

* Vide Vol. I. p. 402. 

f The six cobnels who aigned this memorial were» D'Es- 
taing, De Landivisan, De la Fuere, Breteuil, Verdiere, and 
Crillon. Their names merit to be recorded. They be- 
longed to the noblest families of their country; and this act 
.shows their patriotic feelii^ to have been as honourable as 
their birth. 
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Lally could not refuse compliance with such ft 
request ; but he endeavoured, by Intter sarcasms 
as to their motives, to detract fix>m the just merits 
of those by whom it was made. 

On the same evening that Lidly landed witji 
his troops from the fleet of M. IVAche, he 
ordered one thousand Europeans and as many 
s^oys to move towards Fort St David« Th^ 
Were led astray by their guides, and arrived at 
the end of their first march, harassed, and without 
provisions. To supply tiiem, and to aiable the 
remainder of his force to follow, Lally resorted to 
means which filled the natives with alarm and 
indignation. He pressed men of all castes and 
descriptions to carry baggage, and derided the 
iiemonstrances of the Company's Governor, M« 
Deleyrit, who was forced to submit j for, though 
he smd his councils retained their staticms, they 
were placed completely under the control of the 
Lieutenant-General. 

Cuddalore could make no resistance. But a very 
different result from what occurred was expect^ 
from Fort St. David. Its fortifications had been 
greatly improved, and its garrison was efficient : 
tf it did not i^el the assailants, tio doubt was 
entertained but it would, for a considerable period, 
employ all their means and arrest their operations. 
But this hope was disappointed, and the place 
was surrendered before the enemy's works were 
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f0 advanccd^as to eoable them to Btdrni it Mr. 
£!all, the chief engineer at Madras, ib a letter * t^ 
jGlivecsayis, that he conaiders <' the place to bav^ 
been lost rather through want of. conduct aiu} 
proper management, than of bravery or the meao^ 
lof defending it." 

dive, M has been shown in the case of Coloneil 
Forde and others^ waa warm and even enthusiastic 
in his encomiums of those who were distinguished 
in the service of their country. They not only 
became entitled to his notice in his official 
capacity, but received every mark of his private 
regard ; and his utmost efforts were used to pr(v 
mote thear advancement. But^ on the other 
hand, he held no terms with any man whom he 
considered to have &iled in this duty. His con* 
demnation of such was undisguised and unquali- 
fied. Neither the ties of friendship, the suggestion 
of self-interest, nor the fear of resentment, ha4 
the slightest effect in preventing the open ex- 
pression of his opinions, when there appeared a 
dereliction of those principles which he thought 
should actuate every individual in the public 
emi^oy. 

Many examples will occur to illustrate this 
part of his character ; but none are stronger than 
we find in the letters he wrote to Madras, uppn 

• 1st September, 1758. 
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hearing of the capture of Fort St David. The 
thought of the easy triumph of the French on a 
spot which had been ennobled by so many gallant 
achievements of the English, pained hitn (as he 
states*) to the soul, and he gives full v^t to his 
indignation at those by whom this feeling had 
been produced. Whatever justice there may be 
in the sentence he passes on their conduct^ the 
tone of elevated sentiment, and the excellence 
of the military maxims which we find in these 
letters, render them very valuable. 

In a private letter t to Mr. Pigot, which 
expresses the deep interest he takes in theafiairs 
of the coast, Clive states concisely, but strongly, 
ins opinion upcm the fall of Fort St. David. 

" After waiting,*' he observes, ** with much 

impatience, I have at last received your favour of 

the 10th of July. Let me request of my friend, 

if he has too much business upon his hands, that 

he will order one of his secretaries to write me a 

few lines, for I am always doubtful of Uie news I 

'm$j receive from any other quarter. 

' "I cannot express to you my resentment and 

concern at the infamous surrender of St. David. 

Had there been no powder at all lefl but for the 

'musketry, where was the excuse for giving up the 

place till a breach was made, the covered way 

♦ Letter to Mr. Pigot, 14Ch August. f ^^^' 

VOL. II. D 
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stonned» and the ditch filled ? Were bur enemies 
supplied with wings, that they could fly into the 
place ? I am fully persuaded that, had M. Lally 
been obliged to make approaches to the top of 
the glacis, the climate would have done him more 
injury than all the powder and ball in the East 
Indies. I could wish, for the honour and welfare 
of our nation, that a court martial would make 
the severest examples of the guilty in these cases. 
For the future, I would not leave it in the power 
of a commanding officer to forfeit his trust, but 
give him positive orders not to surrender any fort 
till a breach was made in the body of the place^ 
and one assault at least sustained.^' 

In a letter to Mr. Orme of a similar date*» he 
enters upon the same subject. 

" The advices,** he observes, "you received of 
the bad condition of St. David was nothing less 
than an introduction to the infamous surrender 
of the place. I know not in what light you 
gentlemen of Madras may look upon that in- 
glorious transaction : for my part, I have seen the 
council of war, and, from that only, think the 
severest example ought to be nmde of those who 
have set their hands to that base capitulation. 

** They say they had not above three days' 
powder I Where wafi the necessity of throwing 
it so idly away ? Had they no bayonets ? Or, 

* 14th August* 
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had they not powder sufficient for small artns ? 
I fondly flattered myself that the hero* at Chit- 
taput would, in some measure, have been an 
example for us at St. David. 

" I must drop this disagreeable subject with 
the melancholy reflection, that Fort St. David so 
lost has given us cause to lament the departure 
of the English reputation on the coast of Coro- 
mandel. May our future actions retrieve all I** 

In a subsequent part of this letter, Clive gives 
his opinion, that the enemy should be met in the 
field ; and, if not, he suggests the measures that 
should be taken to promote the success of de-r 
fensive operations. 

** I do not flatter you,** he adds, " in saying, I 
always had the highest opinion of the strength 
and activity of your abilities. Let them be ex* 
erted in pursuing vigorous measures; for you 
may depend upon it, Orme, if these cautious 
maxims, which seemed to possess the majority of 
our committee when I was with you, still prevail, 
we shall entail disgrace upon disgrace on the 
nation, until we are become the scorn of Hin- 
dustan, and have nothing left us without the 
walls of Madras. I insist upon it, victory will 
not depend upon the trifling odds of a few ; good 
conduct in the commander, and a determined 

* Nazir Mahoii^ined. I have before adverted to his gallant 
conduct : vide p. 26. 

D 2 
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resolution in the officer and soldier, will make up 
for the deficiency, and insure victory to the En- 
glish over M. Lally and his rabble — for I can call 
them by no other name, since I am well assured 
the major part of his forces are not much better, 
being composed chiefly of foreigners and desert- 
ers, raised by subscription : possibly, the King 
may have spared the Company some good officers 
to head them. 

** The China and Bengal ships will bring you 
a reinforcement of twelve hundred men, which, 
added to the garrisons of Madras and Trichin- 
opoly, will enable you to take the field with two 
thousand five hundred men. Our superiority at 
sea, by the arrival of two seventy-gun ships, and 
one fifty, will be beyond dispute. Of conse- 
quence, we shall have more resources than the 
French : we may remedy the ill consequences of 
a check, by having the sea open to us, and the 
assistance of our squadron. Our enemies cannot 
say so much, for, if they should be defeated, 
they must be confined within the walls of Pondi- 
cherry, and then their distress for want of money 
will ruin them, if supplies are not soon received, 
which cannot be effected without a superior force 
at sea, of which I see but little probability. In 
the mean time, we can supply you from hence 
with every thing you can possibly want. In 
short, if we look upon ourselves in any shape a 
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match for our enemies in the field, I am fully of 
opinion a battle should be risked : a victory will 
be of more consequence than the loss often Fort 
St. Davids. If the old gentleman ♦ take the field, 
Caillaud should be sent for at all events, and a 
commission of Major given him that he may act 
as second. 

" Should an offensive war not be thought pru- 
dent, I think methods may be pursued which 
will near ruin the enemy without it. A body of 
Mahrattas may be taken into pay, which will 
ravage the country in such a manner as to pre- 
vent the French receiving any revenue from it. 
This will occasion them to disband their blacks, 
and their whites will soon disband themselves. 

** You are acquainted with the disturbances in 
Golconda, and the insurrection of the rajahs. I 
have sent agents there ; and you maybe assured, 
if we remain at peace here (as at present there is 
the greatest prospect) I shall send into these parts 
as large a force as can possibly be spared, under 
the command of Colonel Forde. If the country 
be only thrown into such confusion as to prevent 
our enemies collecting the revenue, the expense 
and design of the expedition will be answered. 

" I have wrote long letters both to Mr. Pocock 
and Mr. Pigot to enforce vigorous measiures. To 

* Colonel Lawrence. 
D 3 
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the former, I have proposed the deatraction of 
the French squadron, even if they should be lying 
vrndet the walls of Pondicherry." 

This letter, probably from the delay of the 
vei^el * Ify t^hich it was to be forwarded, ap- 
peart; ftt)t to have been despatched for twelve 
days after it was written ; and there is a post- 
script of the 26th of August added to it, which 
is peculiarly illustrative of the uncomprcmii^- 
ing character of Clive's mind on those points 
that related to the duty which he conceived 
every individual in the public service owed to 
the state. Mr. Orme was his most intimate 
friend, and, from what he knew him to have 
already written, Clive must have viewed him as 
the person to whose pen he was to be indebted 
for his faitie with posterity. That he did so, is 
proved, indeed, by a letter to Mr. Ormet im- 
mediately after the enthronement of Meer Jaf- 
fier ; in which we find the following paragraph : 

** I am possessed of volumes of materials for 
the continuance of your History, in which will 
appear fighting, tricks, chicanery, intrigues, 
politics, and the Lord knows what; — in shorty 

* Almost ftU cominiinications between Madras and Ben- 
gal, at this period, were by sea, which often occasioned a 
Gonsiderabb interval between the writing and despatch of a 
letter. 

t 21st August, 1759. 
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there will be a fine field fi>r you to display yoitf 
g^us in, I shall certainly call at the coast on 
my way to England : I have many particulars to 
explain to you rdating to this said History which 
must be published/' Neither the ties of friends 
ship, however^ nor the expectations of increased 
fame from the partial pen of the historian^ had 
sufficient influence to restrain his free and severe 
opinion of <me of the Council at Madras quit- 
ting his post at such a moment 

** I have learned," Clive states in the post* 
script, ** with great surprise, from yourseli^ of 
your resolution of going home. I suppose it is 
never to return. Your leaving the settlement at 
this juncture of time, when the service of every 
individual is wanted, will justly expose you to 
the censure and resentment of the Court of 
Directors." * 

During these operations on shore, Sir George 
Focock had made several efforts to bring the 
French fleet to a decisive action ; but their su- 
perior sailing, the bad condition of several of the 
^E^nglish ships, and on one occasion the conduct of 
some of his captains, had always enabled them 

* Mr. Orme appears to have embarked for England about 
six monthg after the date of this letter, but was obliged to 
leave the ship at the Cape, being unable, irom serious in* 
disposition, to proceed further until his strength was re* 
cruited. — (Letters from Mn Vansittart to Clive, 28th June, 
and 3d July, 1759.) 

D 4 
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io escape. C^r^ev/ktkAy sympitthised with' his , 
gallant friend, in his feelings upon these fruitless 
attem^s against the enemy : at the same time be 
could not refrain from asisociating in infamy bnd 
disgrace those who had not supported the 
Admiral, with those who had surrendered Fort 
St. David. . . . 

" You may be assured," Clive writes *, ^ I 
felt much for you, when I heard of the unequal 
fight between the two squadrons, for want of 
your not being better supported by two or three 
of His Majesty's ships. The unthinking world, 
who never bestow applause but where there is suo 
cess, would have been ready enough to have laid 
the censure at your door, if you had not called 
the authors of the late miscarriage to a puUic 
account. It is really a cruel case, after the 
eminent examples of bravery and conduct shown 
by you personally, that a certain victory should 
be snatched out of your hands by the misbe- 
haviour of others. May infamy and disgrace 
attend all those who are backward in their couf>- 
try's cause ; and may the worst of punishtnent 
attend those who so shamefully gave up Saint 
David's to the French ! I cannot think of that 
transaction with comtnon patience j every reflec- 
tion about it pains me to the very soul j and the 

* Letter to Sir G. Pocock, 14th August, 1759. A post- 
script is added to this letter, of the 26th August ; the same 
date as that to Mr. Orme. 
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more I inqatra ioto &cts». th^ .xnpre leason I hsfVQ^ 
to lament the lost reputation: of the, English on 
1^ coast of CoromandeL . I do qot mew that 
SLDavid^s would not have J^Qen taken. 9t last^ 
but it certainly might have been made to. cost. 
M. Lally so dear^ as to have rendered. his futur^ 
attempts much more uncertain and precarious/' , 
. Lally found among the prisoners at Fort. St 
David a pretender • to the throne of Tanjore j 
and, by threatening to support this man's claims^ 
he expected to obtain, through the fears of the 
Pdnoe of that country, a supply of treasure^ of 
which he was in great want To enforce com- 
pliance with the large demand he made as. the 
price of his forbearance, he moved, towards Tan? 
jore. His march was the cause of equal distress 
to his own troops, and to the natives of the 
country through which he passed. The latteri 
alarmed by his indiscriminate violence and the 
licence hie admitted, particularly in seizing their 
cattle^ fled the country j and we may judge how 
^neral the desertion of their homes must have 
been, when we are informed that the French 
army was almost starving in the midst of plenty j 
for, while it found great stores of paddy, which 
is the name given to rice before the grain is se- 

* This man's name was Gotica ; he was uncle to the de- 
posed King of Tanjore, whom the English had supported in 
1749. 
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pafsted from the husk, there were literally no 
persons to beat it out, as it requires before it can 
be used as food. The troops had neither tents 
nor baggage ; for, in the common alarm at tlie 
violent measures of the French General, not 
even bullock drivers could be persuaded to 
remain in the camp. 

Some days after the arrival of the army at 
Tanjore, a treaty was concluded, by which the 
King i^reed to pay five lacs of rupees, and 
to furnish some aid m Lall/s intended attack 
of Trichinopoly. Fifty thousand rupees of this 
amount were paid, and hostages interchanged 
for the fulfilment of the engagement ; but recur- 
ring points of irritation soon broke this agree- 
ment. Lally charged the King with insincerity, 
and with having no design but to gain time; 
while the other accused the French General of 
many outrages, and particularly of having con- 
fined, on groundless suspicion, forty of the con- 
tingent of horse with which he had furnished 
him. Lally, seeing no prospect of an amicable 
termination to these disputes and recriminations, 
determined, with the advice of his officers, to 
attack the town ; and he not only sent to the 
King to denounce vengeance upon his city and 
dominions, but expressly directed Colonel Ken- 
nedy *, through whom this threat was conveyed, 

* Col. Kennedy was one of the hostages sent to Tanjore. 
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to stat^ that it was the French General's inten** 
tion to carry the Prince and all his family as 
slaves to the Mauritius. 

The counsels of the King of Tanjore had 
hitherto been fluctuating; they were deddedf 
however, by Lally's conduct^ and every prepar- 
ation was made for defence. Captain Caillaudt 
who commanded in Trichinopoly, had before 
sent five hundred sepoys ; and, being now con* 
vinced of the King's intention to oppose the 
French, sent a reinforcement of an equal num* 
ber, with a small party of gunners. The day of 
their arrival, Lally had determined to retreat * j 
to which he was induced from want of ammuni- 
tion, distress for provisions, and alarm at the 
British fleet, which was reported to be ofi^ Kari- 
cal, a sea-port in the vicinity. 

The Tanjore General Monack-jee, on receiv- 
ing certain information of the intended move- 
ment of the French, determined upon attacking 
them. He made some impression from coming 
upon the camp by surprise t, but was com- 

* A breach had been made, but it was not deemed prac- 
ticable. Two of the principal French officers. General 
Sanbinet and Count D'Estamg, strongly advised a storm ; 
deeming the breach, though imperfect, to be assailable. 

t A considerable body, cavalry and infantry, of Tanjore 
troops, with fifty Europeans, and one thousand English se- 
poys, were engaged in this attack ; which is chiefly remark- 
able for the attempt made upon the person of the French 
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pelled to retire: when, however, the army. 
Uiarched towards the Carnatic, his harassing 
opemtions aggravated what they suffered from 
fetigue and want of food j and we learn from 
authentifC sources*, that the whole of the French 
force was obliged to live for several days upon 
gram t and cocoa-nuts* 

The natural violence and acrimony of Lally's 
disposition were greatly increased by the bad 
success of this expedition. Instead of attribut- 
ing its failure to the real causes, his own want 
of local knowledge, his obstinacy and presump*. 
tion, he imputed it, and the privations the troops 
had suffered, to the corrupt practices of the 
Company's servants, to the general laxity of disi 
cipline and subordination in all departments of 
their government, and to the dread which M. 



General. A body of fifty horsemen advanced, at daylight, 
to the French outposts : they inquired forLally, saying they 
wished to take service. They were conducted to the Gene^ 
ral» who, being informed of tlieir request, came out from a 
dioultry to speak to them : at this moment one of the Tan- 
jore horsemen, supposed to be intoxicated, fired his pistol 
into a tumbril, which, by its explosion, genre a general 
alarm, 'the leader of the party, observing this^ rode at 
Lally, who, however, defended himself with a stick, and 
the man was shot by an attendant, while the French guard 
succeeded in repelling a charge made by his comrades. 

• Orme's History, and Clive's MSS. 

f A species of pulse upon which horses are fed in India. 
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D'Ach^ and his squadron appeared to have of 
the British fleet These violent attacks pro* 
duced abuse and recrimination, and nothing 
could exceed the discord and faction which at 
this period pervaded the settlement of Pondi- 
cherry, 

Lally, after his return from Tanjore, found no 
difficulty in occupying almost all the towns in 
the Camatic, and, amongst others, Arcot, the 
capital of the Nabob. Chingliput was the only 
place which the English preserved ; but, its con- 
sequence being fully appreciated, every measure 
was adopted to strengthen its garrison and im- 
prove its defences. The government of Madras 
were not induced by Clive's advice to tiy their 
fortune in the field. They reserved their force 
unbroken for the defence of Fort St. Greorge, 
the siege dP which it was evidently Lally's inten- 
tion to undertake, as soon as the season * per- 
mitted him to move. In deliberating on the 
course they ought to pursue, they possessed 
more correct information than Clive had pro- 
pured regarding the actual composition of Lally's 
fbroej from which it appeared, that though*some 
df his soldiers were of an indifferent description, 

* The north-east monsoon commences, on the coast of 
Coromabdely in the end of October ; and military operations 
are difficult, and in some parts almost impracticable, till 
towards the end of November. 
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Others were of the French line, and belonged 
to corps of high reputation. He had besides, 
well equipped and well mounted, a body of three 
hundred European cavalry, who, being the first 
of this branch seen in India, were likely, added 
to his superior numbers of infantry, to give him 
a great advantage in an action in the field; 
whereas they could be of comparatively little 
benefit in a siege. 

Governed by these considerations, they deter* 
mined to await, within the walls of Madras, the 
approach of the French army. The siege which 
took place has been minutely described by vL 
cotemporary historian.* It continued for two 
months, the French having taken up their ground 
on the 14th of December, 1758, and retreated 
on the 15th of February, 1759- 

The enem3^s force consisted of two thousand 
seven hundred European infantry, besides their 
cavalry, artillery, and sepoys. The garrison was 
not more than a third inferior in number ; and 
when, to that circumstance, was joined the esta- 
blished character of the Governor, Mr. Pigot, 
and of Colonel Lawrence, the commander of 
the troops, who was aided by some of the most 
distinguished oflScers in India, there appeared, 
from the first, but little doubt of the result. The 

« Orme, vol. iii. p. 385. 
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most remarkable event of the siege was a sally, 
soon after the enemy took up their ground, by 
Colonel Draper ; which, though not altogether 
successful, was attended with a great loss to the 
French as well as to the English : and Lally had 
to regret, which he did deeply, the loss of two 
of his best officers, Major^General Saubinet and 
Count D'Estaing, the former of whom was killed 
and the latter taken prisoner. 

During the siege a corps of observation was 
kept by the French, under the partisan Lam* 
bert ; but this did not prevent their receiving 
almost as much annoyance from the activity of 
the English parties without the walls, as from 
the courage of those within. Two small corps, 
sometimes acting separately, but oftener co-oper- 
ating, hung continually upon the outskirts of their 
camp, attacking and intercepting their supplies. 
One of these, which had come from the southern 
territories, was commanded by the celebrated 
Mahommed Esoof; the other by Captain Preeu 
ton*: but Captain Caillaud, who had been sum- 
moned from Trichinopoly, took the command of 
both, 3xxd by his operations greatly increased the 
distresses of the enemy. 

While Madras was well stored with provisions, 
and had abundance of money supplied from 

* Captain Prestoa*s corps was from the garrison of Ching- 
liput. 
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Bengal *9 the treasurj of Pondicherry was com- 
pletely exhausted, and the conduct of Lally 
had destroyed credit The violent and irregular 
means adopted, to anticipate the revenues of the 
ccHintry, had 1^ the districts which the French 
occupied without the means of furnishing either 
the money or the supplies that were necessary 
for the subsistence of the troops. Notwith- 
standing the privations to which they were sub- 
jected, the French European soldiers performed 
their arduous duty with spirit and alacrity ; and 
Lally folly appreciated their merits. With the 
natives, however, his contempt and severity pro- 
duced their natural effects : they were loud in 
their clamours for pay, and, actuated by discon- 
tent and resentment, deserted in bodies, and be- 
gan to plunder the country, under the pretext of 
obtaining payment of their arrears. 

These circumstances, and the despair of suc- 
cess, — for he had made little or no serious pro- 
gress in the siege t, — made Lally resolve upon 

* Orme, vol. iii. p. 4>53. 

t Mr. Vansittarty a member of the Council at Fort St. 
'GeorgBf in a private letter to Clive, dated 2d March, 1759, 
gives a general account of Lally'i operationi, from which 
the following is an extract : — 

<< I am very glad/' he observes, << to begin with acquainting 
you that the siege of Madras is raised. Certainly it was an 
undertaking too great for M. Lally's force, and it was un- 
doubtedly a want of men that obUged htm to confine his 
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reb*e«t $ and that measure was almost converted 
into a flight by the arrival of six ships with the 



approaches to so narrow a front. I will send you a plan of 
them as soon as I can find one of our engineers at leifluie. 
The trenches are the weakest that ever were seen, and yet 
they pushed them up close under our nose. Three or four 
times small detachments sallied, and took possession of the 
head of their sap almost without resistance. Our people 
retired after destroying a little of the work, and then the 
enemy returned and worked on. Their grand battery, the 
first that they opened, tore our works a good deal, but our 
men were active, and got them repaired in the night. This 
continued for a few days, but our fire was not decreased. 
The enemy then lost all patience, and advanced with all our 
defences in good order ; when they got to the foot of the 
glacis, they erected a battery against the east fiu;e of the 
north ravelin, but they could never stand there for an hour 
together, as we had a heavy fire both on their flank and front. 
In three or four days they abandoned that, but still kept 
pushing on their sap, and presently got up to the crest of the 
glacis, where they erected another battery dose to the north- 
east angle of the covered way. This cost them very dear, 
and they well deserved to sufier ; for all our defences were yet 
perfect, nay, we had more guns than we had at first. 

** For six mornings running they opened this battery at 
daybreak, and were obliged in an hour or two to shut up their 
embrasures. Their loss there must have been very great ; for 
it was raked from one end to the other by the flank of the 
royal bastion, had a front fire from the north-east bastion, and 
was overlooked by the demi-bastion so with musketry, that it 
was absolutely impossible for a man to live. At the end of 
six days they gave it up, and at the same time, I believe, 
gave up all hopes of success. It is true they had qiened a 
narrow passage through the counterscarp of the ditch by a 
mine, and had beat down so much clay from the face of the 

VOL. II. E 
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at Nagapatam, and their harsh treatment, was 
one of the least pardonable, as alike contrary to 
the usage of civilised nations, and the boasted 
habits and character of his country. This pro- 
ceeding, as will be hereafter stated, forced the 
English to measures of retaliation. 

Clive had, from the moment he heard of 
Laity's intention to attack Madras, anticipated 
his complete failure: he dreaded nothing but 
the arrival of more troops from France, and the 
want of support from England ; but his alarm on 
these grounds was considerable, as we find from 
a letter which he wrote to Mr. Pitt, (under date 
the 21st of February, 1759,) informing him that 
accounts had been received of the arrival at 
Mauritius of a third armament from France, and 
of the expectation of a fourth, 

" I presume/* Clive observes, ** it must have 
been in consequence of this intelligence, that 
M. Lally took post before Madras, as I cannot 
think he would have been so imprudent as to 
come there with a force not double that of the 



back the peon without an answer ; nor have I got one jet. 
All this I could excuse if they had but been treated with 
politeness ; but it has been far otherwise, as you will see by 
a letter I lately recdved from Mrs. Vansittart, and which I 
send enclosed. I beg you will let Carnac explain it to the 
French ladies at Bengal, that they may see, with thankful- 
ness, the different usage they have met with." 
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garrison, were he not in expectation of a rein- 
forcement. Should that arrive upon the coast 
before our squadron from ^Pombay, or should the 
enemy's fleet, by the addition of this third divir 
sion, prove unfortunately superior to ours, the 
event is to be feared Much, very much indeed, 
— perhaps the fate of India, — now depends 
upon our squadron. Should it miscarry, our 
land forces, without some extraordinary occur- 
rence, will be in danger of being obliged to yield 
to the great superiority of the enemy. Advice 
has been just received, that the French were 
still carrying on the siege of Madras on the 25th 
of January. They had been before it upwards 
of six weeks ; but I have so high an opinion of 
the gentlemen within, that I dare answer they 
will make such a defence as will do honour to 
our nation, and end in M. LaJly^s disgraca" 

" The repeated supplies,** Clive adds, " fur- 
nished the French from home, compared with 
the handful of men sent out to us, affords a 
melancholy proof, that our Company are not, of 
themselves, able to take the proper measures for 
the security of their settlements ; and, unless 
they are assisted by the nation, they must at last 
fall a sacrifice to the superior efforts of the French 
Company, supported by their monarch. Within 
these eighteen months, have arrived at Pondi- 
cherry two thousand five hundred men, and the 
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third division will probably bring half that num- 
ber; whereas, we shall not have received, in- 
cluding Colonel Draper's battalion, more than 
on^ thousand. It looks as if the French Govem*- 
ment were turning their arms this way, in hopes 
of an equivalent for the losses they have reason 
to apprehend in America, from the formidable 
fi>rce sent by us into that country. But I can- 
not bring myself to believe that so valuable a 
possession as the East Indies, and which may 
make a material difference in bringing about a 
peace, will be abandoned ; and therefore trust 
that the French armament will have been followed 
so closely by one from us, as to get in time to 
prevent the designs of our enemies. 

" A son of the Great Mogul (but at present 
at variance with his father) has approached the 
northern frontiers, where he has been joined by 
a few disaffected people. As he has no autho- 
rity from his father, he can neither, I think, have 
wealth nor influence enough to make any con- 
fiiderable progress. However, I have got every 
thing i^eady, and, in case he advances further, I 
have determined to proceed myself to the north- 
ward, in order to assist the Nabob in driving him 
out of his dominions, which I make no doubt 
will be easily effected, even with the small force 
we have. Would to God we could as easily re- 
movie our European enemies from India! " 
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In a letter to Mr. Sulivan*, of the Bsme 
datet, Clive anticipates the result of Lally's 
operations. 

" To give you my own opinion/' he observe*, 
*^ I think I^ly will fail in his attempt^ so great 
is my confidence in the strength of the garrison, 
and the experience and valour of the officers. 
The arrival of Captain Caillaud with the sepoy 
and Tanjoreen horse, will distress our enemies 
greatly, if not oblige them to raise the siege ; and 
if they continue till the arrival of our reinforce* 
ments, daily expected from Bombay, they run 
the risk of a total defeat I can no otherwise 
account for this undertaking of the French ge- 
neral, than from his distressed situation for want 
of money* He is really risking the whole for 
the whole.*' 

Clive bad from youth been ^agaged in efforts 
to prevent the establishment of the French power 
in India, and his mind was constantly and intently 
fixed on that object. He viewed the period of 
which we are writing as a crisis : but he liad no 
doubt of the result, except from overpowering 
reinforcements arriving from France, and the 
English settlement being left unsupported. From 
the moment he learned Lally's proceedings on his 
march to Fort St David and Tanjore, he foretold, 

* Mr. Sidivan was Chairinan of the Court of Directors, 
t 21 St February, 1759. 
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that if our resistairce was protracted, that general 
must destroy himself. In a private letter* to 
Mn Pigot, he recommends him to employ native 
horse t in laying ^aste the French territories. 
♦* By rtuDing the country," he observes, " you will 
in&ilibly ruin M. Lally. Remember, that he 
and his farces were obliged to eat gram before 
Tanjore. May he be reduced to the same 
necessity in Pondicherry itself! " 

Clive's letter to Colonel Lawrence, of the same 
date, exhibits, in an equally strong manner, his 
sentiments upon this subject, as well as the 
affectionate respect he continued to cherish for 
his friend and commander. It is as follows : — 

** My dear friend, 

" I have heard with some surprise, that M. Lally 
has set himself down before Madras, not with an 
intent, I believe, to besiege it in form, or carry 
on approaches ; if he does, I think he must be 
either mad, or his situation desperate ; at all 
events, I hope it will be the means of adding 
fresh laurels to those already gained by my dear 
friend. 

" Colonel Forde has orders to join you with 
his forces ; and we are endeavouring to send you 

♦ 6th September, 1759. 

f This advice, as appears from Mr. Vansittart's letter, 
(note, p. 50.) was adopted. 
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a complete company of one faundred nmk a&d 
file from hence. In short, we have put every 
thing to risk here to enable you to engage Lally 
in the field. I hope Mr. Bouchier will qnore 
you some men from Bombay. I endose yoiu a 
short sketch of our strength in tliese parts; and* 
considering how much depends upon keeping up 
our influence in Bengal, you will say there nevir 
was a smaller force to do it with. 

** God give you success, which will be an 
increase of honour to yourself, and of much 
joy to 

" Dear Colonel, 
" Your afiectionate friend and servant^ 

(Signed) " Robert Clive.'* 

Siaie oftke Ewopem Farce in Bengal eA Feb. 1759. 
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The delight of Clive at the result of the siege 
was very great : it was heightened by his warm 
feelings of friendship towards those who had so 
nobly supported the reputation of the service of 
Fort St. George, to which he had a pride in 
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belonging. He congratulates Mr. Pigot* on 
the fame he had acquired ; but his greatest joy, 
as he repeatedly expresses, was, that his vener- 
ated Mend, Colonel Lawrence, should so bril- 
liancy close his Indian career* 

The events upon the coast subsequent to the 
siege of Madras do not relate to our subject. 
SuflSce it to say, that, after some indecisive 
operations in 1759, Lally, next year, suffered a 
signal defeat at Wandewash, from an English 
army under the command of Colonel Coote. 
He was soon after compelled to shut himself up 
with the remains of his army in Pondicherry, 
which was immediately invested by the English. 
Before tliis period, the increased irritability of 
his temper had led to discontent in the local 
government, and among the inhabitants of that 
settlement, almost amounting to sedition. The 
troops had been in a state of serious mutiny from 
want of pay. They nevertheless did their duty 
upon this occasion ; but Lally had neither money 

• '< Your defenbe of Madras/' CUvfe observes, in a letter 
to Mr. Pigot of the 2]st August, 1759, <<and your foiling a 
man of Lally*s rank, will certainly gain you much honour at 
liome ; but what affords me most pleasure is, the principal 
part you have acted in diis famous siege. I always said my 
friend would shtive whenever an opportunity offered, by what 
I saw of bis behaviouri same years ago, near Verdiachelum 
woods." 
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nor provisions, and was forced to surrender** 
This unfortunate commander left Pondicberry 
amid the insults of his countrymen ; and on his 
return to France, he was tried^ condemned to 
death, and executed for crimes t of which he was 

* Pondicherry surrendered to Colonel Coote in January, 
1761. It had been blockaded four months before the active 
operations of the siege, and there were only two days* pro- 
visions for the fighting men when it surrendered* The gal- 
lant regiments of Lorraine and Lally were reduced to a small 
number, and these worn out with famine, disease, and fa- 
tigue. — (Orme, vol. iii. p. 722.) 

t Mr. Orme Justly remarks, that << if abuse of authority, 
vexations, and exactions, are not capital in the jurisprudence 
of France, they ought not to have been inserted) as effica- 
cious, in the sentence of death." The same author informs 
us that Lally was tharged with treason, which deprived him 
of the aid of counsel. Among other crimes, this unhappy 
commander was accused of selling Pondicherry to the En- 
glish; and was believed (so credulous is national vanity) to 
have betrayed the interests of his country to promote those 
of a nation that he hated, and whom he treated (on all 
occasions when he had the power) with a severity hardly 
consistent with the usage of civilised nations. The haughty 
B^irit of the veteran was ui^roken by the persecution of his 
enemies* His conduct throuj^out kis proltracied trial was 
collected, but proud and indignant. When he heard his 
sentence he threw up his hands to heaven, and exclaimed, 
^ Is this the reward of forty-five years* service ?" and snatch- 
ing a pair of compasses, which lay with maps on his table, 
struck it to his breast ; but it did not pierce to his heart : he 
then gave loose to every execration against his judges and 
accusers. Kis scaffold was ptepared, and his execution ap- 
pointed for the i^atne afterfioon. To prevent him from speak- 
ing to the spectators a large gag was put into his mouth 
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not guil<y : for though his prejudice, violence, 
and tyranny, had no doubt been one cause of the 
misfortunes of his country in India, his courage, 
his zeal, and his loyalty were unimpeachable. 
But the voice of his enemies was loud and 
vehement^ and the ministers of France were glad 
to save themselves from the dii^ace brought 
upon the country by their own want of foresight 
and judgment. The Count Lally was the victim 
they offered to an incensed public. The prin- 
ciples of justice and the feelings of humanity 
appear to have been alike violated by this act, 
which a philosopher* of France truly denomin- 
ated, at the period of its perpetration, " A murder 
committed with the sword of justice/* 

Bussy, with a zeal and temper that do him 
equal honour, continued to serve under Lally, 
and to offer his best advicci which was, however, 
seldom regarded. Basalut Jung, the brother oC 
the Subah of the Deckan, had evinced an anxiety 
to preserve the friendship of the French ; and 
Bussy strongly recommended that he should be 
declared Nabob of tlie Camatic, and invited to 
aid their operations. No measure could have 



before he was taken out of prison, whence he was carried in 
a common cart, and beheaded on the Gr^ve. He perished m 
the sixty-fifth year of his age. — (Orme, vol. iii. p. 7S6.) 
* Voltaire. 
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been more likely to support them. But Lally 
bad precipitately proclaimed the son of Chunda 
Sahib Nabob : a person who had neither influence 
nor character to be a useful ally ; and he was not 
only reluctant to repeal his own measure, but 
disinclined to attend to any proposition of Bussy. 
Overcome, however, by a sense of the urgent 
necessity of the expedient, he detached that 
officer with a small body of troops to the camp of 
Basdlut Jung at Kurpah. The French com- 
mander was received with honour ; but not being 
able to comply with the demands made by BasSlut 
Jung, one of which was the immediate advance of 
four lacs of rupees, he was compelled to return 
without being able to conclude an alliance with 
that prince. He brought back with him, how- 
ever, a body of four hundred excellent horse, 
whom he had taken into service; and he was 
enabled, through the credit he had with some of 
the native chiefs of the Deckan army, not only 
to supply this party with money, but also the 
French detachment by whom he was accompanied, 
who, like all Lally's troops, were many months 
in arrear, and almost destitute of clothing, as well 
as the means of obtaining food. 

Bussy was made prisoner at the battle of 
Wandewash, (January, I76O,) but was instantly 
released by Colonel Coote, from respect for his 
character, and as a return for that kindness and 
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consideration which he had invariably shown to 
English prisoners.* Soon after this occurrence, 
he returned to France, leaving behind him a name 
as fondly cherished by the natives of India as by 
his countrymen. That further acquaintance 
with the true history of remarkable events, which 
often diminishes the &me of military commands 
ers and statesmen, has hitherto tended only to in* 
crease the reputation of Bussy. His courage and 
conduct as a soldier stood high, before the genius 
of Dupleix, appreciating his character, sent him 
into the Deckan. 

Acting in that extensive country with a force, 
which, before he obtained the cession of the 
northern circars, liad only an uncertain and im^ 
perfect communication with the coast, be sup- 
ported, for a series of years, the influence and 
interests of his country, in a manner which 
reflects the highest honour on his qualities as a 

* So high did M. Bussy stand in the public opinion, that 
when the Nabob Mohammed Ali wrote Mr. Pigot, the go- 
vernor of Madras, congratulating him on the recent victory, 
he added, that M. Bussy's being taken prisoner was ttf 
itself equal to any victory, and at the same time suggested 
the propriety of his being sent to him, when he would take 
good care of him I 

Mdiammed Ali even then, after some years' acquaintance 
with the English, was astonished that M. Bussy was allowed 
to go on his parole to Pondicherry ; and as much afterwards, 
when he heard how well he was received at Madras by every 
body there, before his departure for £urope. D. H. 
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man, and on his talents as a statesman. He 
thoroughly understood and held in respect the 
usages of the people among whom he was placed* 
He United a kindness and consideration for their 
errors and weaknesses with such a good &ith and 
firmness of purpose in the prosecution of his own 
objectS) as to extort respect even from those to 
whom he was opposed. This testimony to his 
character is not wholly taken from the page of 
history, though all writers agree in doing justice 
to his memory. The facts stated have been con- 
firmed to the writer of these pages, by many who 
acted with and against Bussy, whose reputation, 
though now deservedly high in France, is not, 
even at this period, so great in that country as it 
continues to be with natives of the Deckan I 

Clive, unless where their conduct compelled 
him to acts of severity, was kind and liberal in 
his treatment of French prisoners. This appears 
from a very voluminous correspondence*, both 
official and private, with individuals of that nation; 
but the wanton outrages of Lally made him deem 
acts of retaliation indispensably necessary. 

* The letters of Olive's agents, also, mention many srms 
which he appears to have given and sent to French officers. 
Mr. Vansittart, writing from Madras, notices several indivi- 
duals who have received considerable aid (two captains one 
thousand rupees each) ; stating that they are grateful, and 
have every disposition to repay Clive, but no ability ; and 
that he wiH lose his money. 
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In several of his letters from Patna, Clive 
urged the committee at Calcutta to destroy the 
buildings at Chandemagore, and transmitted to 
them letters from Mr. Pigot kad Mr. Vansittart, 
in proof of the wanton outrages committed by 
Lally at Madras, particularly in levelling with 
the ground the Company's country-house, and 
in having, without any object, destroyed the 
country-houses of several private gentlemen, and 
among others, that of Colonel Lawrence at St. 
Thomas's Mount. The Committee could not 
deny these facts, nor the right of retaliating such 
injuries ; but, hesitating between the desire of 
attending to Clive, and their alarm at the future 
consequences of the measure pressed upon their 
adoption, they proposed to throw the odium of 
its execution upon the Nabob. Of this Clive 
wholly disapproved, stating, at the same time, 
his resolution, when he returned to Calcutta, to 
take the responsibility of this act exclusively 
upon himself. 

" As to your proposal,** he observes in a letter* 
from Patna, " of effecting it through the Nabob, 
I do not see what end it will answer. Our 
known interest with him is such, that it will 
never be questioned we were the advisers j and 
should an opportunity of retaliation ever (^er, 
(the apprehension of which I presume suggested 
♦ 27th May, 1759. 
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the proposal to you,) it will avail us little to 
attribute the fete of Cliandernagore to the Nabob. 
If the French should hereafter hzve it in their 
power to destroy Calcutta, it will be matter of 
small moment whether they do it immediately 
themselves, or make use of a like evasion, and 
employ some of the country powers to effect it 
So far from endeavouring to conceal our being 
the authors of the destruction of Chandemagore, 
we ought to make a merit of publishing it, as a 
laudable national revenge for the unfortunate 
treatment we have received from the French. 
The rules of war established among all civilised 
nations authorise and applaud reprisals in such 
cases. I shall, therefore, very readily on my 
return take the risk upon myself: and the more 
so, as (if I forget not) last year we received 
directions from our masters * to that purpose." 

I shall proceed in the next chapter to detail 
events which occurred previously to Clive's leav- 
ing Calcutta. The material changes in those 
vested with authority at Madras took place before 
that period, except the resignation of Colonel 

♦ The instructions from the Court of France to Lally had 
been intercepted, in wbidi be was directed to destroy such 
of the British settlements as fell into his power : in conse- 
quence of which the Court of Directors gave orders to re- 
taliate the same measures upon the French settlements. — 
(Orme, vol. iii. p. 726.) 

VOL. II. F 
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Lawrence^ who took the field on the siege of 
Fort St. George being raised, but finding that 
his age and infirmities disabled him from active 
service, retired to his native land, to enjoy that 
repose in private life, which he now required, 
and to which he was entitled by the active and 
able fulfilment, during more than twenty years, 
of the most arduous public duties. 

Colonel Lawrence must ever stand high among 
those oflScers who have distinguished themselves 
in India. He neither was, nor pretended to be, 
a statesman, but he was an excellent ofiicer. 
He possessed no dazzling qualities, and his acts 
never displayed that brilliancy which men admire 
as the accompaniment of genius i but he was» 
nevertheless, a rare and remarkable man. We 
trace in all his operations that sound practical 
knowledge of his profession, which, directed by 
a clear judgment and firm mind, secured to him 
an uninterrupted career of success, under cir» 
cumstances of great difficulty and dangen As 
one of the chief causes of this success, we may 
notice the absence of that common but petty 
jealousy, which renders men afraid lest they 
should detract from their own feme by advancing 
that of others, and the influence of which is, con- 
sequently, most fatal to the rise of merit. 
Lawrence early discovered, and fully employed, 
the talents of those under his orders ; and we 
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find him on aU occasions much more forward to 
proclaim their deeds than to blazon his own. To 
this quality, which id the truest test of a high and 
liberal spirit, England is principally indebted for 
all the benefit she has received from the serviced 
of Clive. It was the fostering care and the 
inspiring confidence of his commander that led 
to the early developement of those talents, which, 
by the opportunities afforded him, were matured 
at an age, when most men are only in the rudi- 
ments of their military education. Clive con- 
tinued, through life, fully sensible of the magni- 
tude of his obligations to Lawrence, towards 
whom he ever cherished the most affectionate 
gratitude. 

When his venerated commander was on the 
point of retirement, with a very moderate fortune, 
Clive settled 500/. per annum on him during 
life.* " It gives me great pleasure,*' he observes 
to Lawrence on this occasion, " that I have an 
opportunity given me of showing my gratitude 
to the man to whom my reputation, and, of 
course, my fortune is owing.** This liberal 
annuity must have added to the comfort of his 

* Extract from Clive's letter to his agents in England, 
25th December, 1758: — " Having granted Stringer Law- 
rence, Esq., an annuity of 500^ per annum during the term 
of his natural life, I desire you will pay the same yearly to 
him or his order." 

F '2 
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old age; but its value was greatly enhanced 
by the wannth and delicacy of the sentiments 
which Clive expressed upon this occasion. 
These expressions of gratefld obligation gave the 
retired veteran a right to associate his own fame 
with that of the successful pupil to whose progress 
to fortune and renown he had, by his early notice 
and encouragement, so greatly contributed. 
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CHAP. X. 

While Clive was exulting at the advantages 
gained over the French in the Deckan and at 
Madras, and congratulating himself on the suc- 
cess which had attended his personal efforts in 
Bengal, a new and alarming danger arose, from 
a quarter altogether unexpected. Accounts had 
been received that the Dutch were preparing a 
strong armament in Batavia : and it was further 
added, that its destination was Bengal. To this 
report Clive at first refused his belief. Mr. Has- 
tings * had written him, that the Nabob was led 
from several reasons to suspect that the Dutch 
were in league with the Sovereign of Oude, and 
that the armament at Batavia was meant to 
strengthen their factory at Chinsura ; but Clive, 
in his answer to this letter, did not give credit 
to the surmise. ^^ Although it will be neces- 
sary,'^ he states t, ** to be upon our guard against 
the Dutch, yet I have reason to think that the 
armament fitted out at Batavia is only intended 
to garrison their settlements in Ceylon. Some 

* Letter to Clive, 29th July, 1759, 
t Sd August, 1759. 
F 3 
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intelligence lately received confirms me in this 
opinion.*' 

It was not easy for Clive, or for any person, to 
foresee such a course of measures as the Dutch 
Government in India adopted at this period of 
profound peace between the two nations in 
Europe. I shall, before narrating what occurred, 
take a short review of the conduct of those in 
charge of their factory at Chinsura, fh)m the 
capture of Calcutta till the period at which we 
are arrived. 

The Dutch at Chinsura had, like others, suf- 
fered from Suraj-u-Dowlah, who had compelled . 
them to pay a fine of five lacs of rupees. This 
and other oppressive acts made them rejoice at his 
downfall, and they addressed to Clive a letter * 
of congratulation on his success in dethroning 
that prince. Nevertheless, they did not recog- 
nise Meer JafSer as Subah of Bengal ; and the 
consequence was, so hostile a feeling towards 

* The following is a translation of this letter : •*^ 

« To Mr. Rohert Clive. 

<< Sir^ -^ As you have had the principal charge of the en- 
terprise against the late Nabob Suraj-u-Dowlah, we cannot 
refrain from congratulating you upon your success. Wishing 
that the arms of His Britannic Majesty may every where 
prosper and be triumphant, and that your fame. Sir, may 
become more and more renowned, we have the honour to be, 
with much consideration, &c. &c. 

« Chinsura, 30th June, 1757." 
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them in the mind of that prince, that it re- 
quired the continual good offices * of Clive to 
preserve terms betwixt them. This was not 
easy ; for their not recognising him was a cause 
of just and frequent irritation to Meer Jaffien 
Clive notices the subject in a letter t to the 
Dutch Governor, written in answer to one full 
of complaints. 

". I am well acquainted," he observes, "with 
your attachment to the English, and the service 
you have at all times been ready to show them } 
but give me leave to observe. Sir, that good 
offices have always been reciprocal between the 
two nations : and, indeed, this is no more than 
we mutually owe each other, considering the 
close alliance and union of interests that have so 
long subsisted between us. It gives me, there* 
tore, much concern that you should do me the 
injustice to reproach me ynth being in any shape 
accessory to the obstruction which the Subah has 
thought proper to lay upon your trade. I have, 
indeed, heard him make frequent complaints of 
the ill behaviour of your government towards 
him ; and was really much amazed at his patience, 

* M. Bisdom, the Dutch Governor of Chinsura> applied 
to Clive on all occasions of embarrassment or difficulty ; and 
his applications appear, from the correspondence, to have been 
always treated with respect and attention. 

t 2d October, 1758. 

F 4 
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in putting up so long with in(%nities which you 
would not have ventured to offer either to Mo- 
habit Jung* or Suraj-u-^Dowlahc I shall not 
pretend to inquire into your reasons for not ac- 
knowledging Meer Jaffier, in the same manner 
as the preceding Snbahs have always been, more 
especially as you cannot be ignorant that he has 
received his sunnud from the Mogul ; but, for 
my own part, I cannot conceive how you and 
your Council will be able to exculpate your- 
selves to your superiors for the present stop- 
page of their trade, since it appears evident to 
me that you have brought it upon yourselves, 
by your disrespect to a person of his high sta- 
tion." 

The act which gave rise to stopping the trade 
was one of public disrespect to the Nabob, to 
whom the Dutch factory did not even pay the 
compliment of a salute, when he passed Chin- 
sura on his way to Calcutta. The mode in 
which he resented this insult had its full effect. 
The Governor and Council of Chinsura made a 
very humble apology, which was accepted, and 
the prohibition on their commerce removed. 

The chief complaints of the Dutch against 
the English were, the latter having the mono-* 
poly of saltpetre at Patna, and their insisting 

• AUverdi Khan, the predecessor of Suraj*u-Dowlah. 
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that Dutch vessels, coming into the river, should 
take English pilots. To the first it vna an- 
swered, that saltpetre had always been a mono- 
poly, and that, since the English obtained it, the 
Dutch had even bought tlie article' cheaper* 
than they had ever done before. With regard 
to the insisting upon no pilot being employed in 
the river but English, it was stated to be a mea- 
sure forced on the Committee of Calcutta, by 
considerations of their own safety ; and that, 
until the danger was over, they could not allow 
those of any other nation to be employed. These 
facts should have been satis&ctoiy to the Dutch, 
could the Superior Government at Batavia have 
been contented to abandon, without a struggle, 
to another European power the political pre-emi- 
nence in India : calculating, however, upon the 
encouragement given them at the court of Moor* 
shedabad, previous to the expedition to Patna, 
they determined to make a bold ^ort to esta- 
blish such a force at Chinsura as might enable 
them to balance the predominating power of the 
English in Bengal. I find among Clivers papers 



* We find in a letter from M. Bisdom to Colonel Clive, of 
the 25th July, 1759, the following passage: — << Referring 
to your last favour I cannot refrain from offering you my 
grateful thanks on the subject of the saltpetre.'* It appears, 
from a variety of documents, that Clive gave every &cility 
to the Dutch commerce in this as well as in other articles. 
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an account* of this transaction ; and as it exhi- 
bits, in a very clear manner, the progress of this 
serious difference between the two nations, from 
its commencement to its conclusion, I shall in* 
sert it at length. It is entitled " A Narrative 
of the Disputes with the Dutch in Bengal,'' and 
is as follows : — • 

^* About the month of November, 1758, "a 
prevailing party at the Nabob Jaffier Aly Khan's 
Durbar, headed by Meeran his son, had preju- 
diced him to look with an evil and jealous eye 
on the power and influence of the English in 
the provinces, and taught him to think and look 
upon himself as a cipher, bearing the name of 
Subah only. From subsequent concurring cir- 
cumstances, it must have been at that period, 
and from this cause, that, we imagine, a private 
negotiation was set on foot between the Nabob 
and the Dutch, that tlie latter should bring a 
miUtary force into the provinces to join the 
former, and balance our power and sway. The 
Dutch, stimulated by envy at our very advan- 
tageous situation, and a sense of their own very 
small importance, readily embraced the overture, 
and hoped another Plassey affair for themselves. 

* This paper is not dated; but) from a correction ui the 
rough copy, it appears to have been drawn up in November^ 
1759; and was, no doubt, transmitted to England at that 
period* 
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Actuated by these golden dreams, and encou* 
raged by the absence of our troops on the Gol* 
conda expedition, the Director and his Council 
at Chinsura forwarded remonstrances to Batavia, 
for this purpose, where, by the event, it appears 
they had the intended efiect Subsequent to 
this private negotiation was the advance of the 
Shah-Zada, and Governor Clive's march to Patna 
in support of the Nabob and his Government, 
which perfectly convinced him and his son of 
our fiuthfidness, affection, and attachment, and 
struck an iniquitous party at the Durbar dumb, 
who were ever insinuating to them that the En- 
glish were aiming to be Subahs of the country in 
breach of their treaty. 

'< Early in August we received advice that a 
powerful armament was fitting out and embark- 
ing at Batavia, its destination not perfectly 
known, but rumoured to be for Bengal. The 
Governor sent early notice of this to Meer Jaf* 
fier, who immediately sent a Purwannah to the 
Dutch Governor, a copy of which he forwarded 
to Governor Clive, demanding withal, by virtue 
of the treaty subsisting with the English, that 
he should join his forces to oppose and pre* 
vent any foreign troops being brought into his 
country. 

** About this time a Dutch ship arrived in the 
river with European troops and buggoses, of 
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which the Governor advised the Nabobs who was 
much embarrassed at the news; he, however^ 
despatched a second Purwannah to the Dutch, 
and ordered Omarbeg Khan Fouzdaar of Hoogh- 
ley, immediately to join the Governor with a 
body of troops, and repeated his demand of our 
assistance, to prevent the Dutch troops or ships 
advancing up the river. To the Nabob's first 
Purwannah, the Dutch sent a reply and solemn 
promise of obedience to his orders; to the 
second, they as solemnly assured him, the ship 
which was arrived came in by accident for water 
and provisions ; that she was drove from her 
destined port of Nagapatam by stress of weather, 
and that she and her troops should leave the 
river as soon as they were supplied. 

** Notwithstanding these solemn assurances 
from the Dutch, it was judged expedient to send 
a detachment of troops, joined with one of the 
Subah's, under the command of the Fouzdaar's 
officer, to take possession of Tanna Fort and 
Chamoc's Battery opposite to it, with orders to 
stop and search all boats and vessels that passed, 
without giving them further molestation; and 
parties were likewise sent out on each side of 
the river to prevent any foreign troops advancing 
by land. In consequence of these orders, every 
Dutch boat and budgerow was brought to, and 
those that had no troops suffered to pass; 
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amongst others, Mynheer Suydland, the Dutch 
master-attendant, not only refused for sometime 
being either brought to or searched, but struck 
the commanding officer at Chamoc's Battery. 
Himself and another Dutch gentleman with him 
were made prisoners for a few hours, until an 
order from the Governor went down for releas* 
ing them and the budgerow, on board of which 
were found concealed eighteen buggoses, which 
were conducted down under a guard by land, 
until within sight of their ship at Fulta, and re- 
leased. On these transactions, we received very 
long remonstrances from the gentlemen at Chin- 
sura, to which we replied, that, as principals, we 
had, by the custom and laws of nations, a right 
to search all vessels whatever, advancing up this 
river, not knowing but they might introduce 
French troops into the country; and that as 
auxiliaries to the Mogul, we were under a neces- 
sity, by solemn treaty, to join his Viceroy in 
opposing the introduction of any European or 
foreign troops whatever into Bengal ; and that 
we should absolutely and religiously do our duty 
to the utmost of our strength and power in both 
capacities. 

" Early in October, Jaffier Ally Khan ar- 
rived here on a visit to the Governor. During 
his stay with us, advice came from below, of the 
arrival of six or seven more Dutch capital ships. 
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crammed with soldiers and buggoses. Now the 
Dutch mask fell off, and the Nabob (conscious 
of having given his assent to their coming, and 
at the same time of our attachment and his owtt 
unfaithful dealings with us,) was greatly coni- 
fused and disconcerted. He, however, seemed 
to make light of it ; told the Governor he was 
going to reside three or four days at his Fort of 
Hooghley, where he would chastise the insolence 
and disobedience of the Dutch, and drive them 
soon out of the river again. 

" On the 19th of October he left Calcutta; and 
in place of his going to his Fort at Hooghley, he 
took up his residence at Cajah Wazeed's garden, 
about half way between that and Chinsura j a 
plain indication that he had no apprehensions 
from the Dutch, whom he received there in 
the most gracious manner he could, more like 
friends and allies than as enemies to him and his 
country. In three or four days after his de- 
parture from Calcutta, the Governor received a 
letter from him, ^wherein he informed him of 
* some indulgence he had granted the Dutch in 
their trade, and that they had engaged to leave 
the river with their ships and troops as soon as 
the season would permit.' The season permitting 
their immediate departure with the greatest safety 
and propriety, the last condition in the Nabob's 
letter, joined to his whole behaviour, convinced 
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US, that leaving the river was no part of their 
intention, but tha^ on the contrary, they had 
his assent to bring up their troops if they could; 
which Colonel Clive was determined they should 
not, as the Nabob had not withdrawn his orders 
to oppose them, and in this he was heartily 
joined by his Council. Ruin to the Company, 
if not to the country, must have been the in* 
evitable consequences of their junction with the 
troops they had in garrison at Chinsura ; which 
once accomplished, would have been beyond all 
doubt attended with a declaration from the Go* 
vemment in their favour, and as probably a union 
between them, which must have ended in our 
destruction. A very few days justified our sus- 
picions and resolutions; for in place of the 
Dutch leaving the river, we received certain in- 
telligence of their moving up, and that they were 
enlisting troops under every denomination, at 
Chinsura, Cossimbazar, and Patna, and this 
pUdnly with connivance of the Nabob. 

" Whatever may have been the joint or 
separate views of the Dutch and Nabob against 
us, it is most certain they never could have had a 
more fiivourable conjuncture to carry them into 
execution; for what with the unforeseen and 
inevitable long stay of our troops on the Gol^ 
conda expedition, the detention on the coast 
of Coromandel of the forces appointed for this 
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settlement, and the necessity the Governor was 
under of leaving a considerable party at Patna, 
in May last, our garrison here was inconsider- 
able. Our Governor, with indefatigable despatch, 
made every necessary disposition to circumvent 
the designs of our enemies ; the * Calcutta/ 
* Duke of Dorset/ and * Hardwicke * (the 
only ships we had in the river), were ordered to 
proceed immediately to town ; the detachments 
at Tanna and Charnoc's were strengthened, and 
heavy cannon mounted at each, as also on two 
faces of our new fort commanding the river. 
The Patna party was recalled, and the militia 
put under arms. The Governor wrote likewise 
to the Nabob in strong and peremptory terms, 
to send his son down with his army to invest 
Chinsura ; but the politics of the Durbar at this 
period, we believe, ran counter, where we judge 
it was determined to let the English and Dutch 
weaken and destroy one another, when they 
would probably have attempted to reduce both, 
or join with the strongest 

^* Soon as the Dutch thought their schemes 
ripe for action, they sent us an immense remon- 
strance, recapitulating the whole of all their 
former ones, and vowing vengeance and reprisals 
if we persisted in searching their boats, and ob- 
structing the advance of their troops up the river. 
To this we replied, once for all, that we had given 
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no insult to their colours, or attacked or touched 
their property, or infringed their privileges; 
that with respect to their bringing troops into 
Bengal, the Nabob knew best how far it was in- 
cumbent on him to preserve the peace and tran- 
quillity of his country ; that their boats had been 
stopped and searched, and the advance of their 
troops opposed, by orders from the Viceroy, and 
under the Emperor his master's colours, and by 
his troops ; that they must apply therefore to 
him, and that we were ready to interpose our 
frien^y oflSces to mitigate his resentment This, 
it may be thought, savoured a little of audacity, 
but facts vindicated us; as the Fouzdaar haid 
neither withdrawn his troops (which consisted of 
four or five hundred horse), nor the Nabob his 
orders ; and all that was done below was under 
the Government's colours. Notwithstanding 
which, on receipt of the last Dutch remonstrance, 
we found our sentiments a good deal embar- 
rassed, doubting whether we should stand justi- 
fied to our country and employers, in commencing 
hostilities against an ally of England, supposing 
they should persist in passing the batteries below 
with their ships and troops. In this situation, we 
anxiously wished the next hour would bring us 
news of a declaration of war with Holland ; 
which we had indeed some reason to expect by 
our last advices from England. Another strong 
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reason which determined ub to oppose them, and 
<m which sul^ect we had been guarded againgt 
by the €ouTt of Directois, who had intimated 
tliat in all likelihood the Dutch would firi^t com- 
mence hpstitities against us in India. 
. ^^ Thua crrcum&tancedy the Dutch themselves 
rempved aU our difficulties by beginning hostiU- 
tiefi bj^OWj attacking with shot, and seizing seven 
of <Mir vessels, grain-boats, &c«, tearing down 
ow eolouns, disembarking our guns, military 
stores, &c., from our vessels to their own ships, 
making prisoners of the captains^ officers, &c. 
They also began hostilities on shore in our Pur- 
gunnahs off JFulta and Biapor^ where they tore 
down our colours, and burnt the houses and ef- 
fects of tlxe Company's tenants in those parts. 
Amongst the vessels they attacked and seized 
was the * Leopard Snow,' Captain Barclay, whom 
we had despatched with expresses to Admiral 
Cornish, to hasten his coming to our succour^ 
which we judgecl would meet him som^wh^e m 
the Arracan coast. 

" On this event, we conduded, with, the 
greatest probability, that the Dutch had received 
int^gence of a rupture between them and us in 
Europe, or that they were sure of the Nabob join- 
ing them, or of his standing neuter at least ; and 
having the utmost reason to suspect the Nabob^s 
whole conduct, Govomor Clive apprised him of 
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the acts of violence the Diilch had committed 
below, adding, that as they had commenced 
actual war against us, he should judge the quar- 
rel now subsisted between them and us only, de- 
siring he would leave chastising the Dutch to 
us, and desist from sending either bis son or any 
part of his army to our assistance ; but that, if 
he would convince us of his wncerity and attach^ 
ment, he should directly surround their &abor« 
dinates, and distress them in the country to the 
utmost 

*• Hitherto we knew not whether the Dutch 
intended to pass the batteries with their ships 
and troops on board, or whether their intention 
was to knd the latter as high up as they could, 
and march them over land. The Governor, 
however, made the necessary dispositions against 
both, as far as our small body of troops would 
permit; consisting, on the whole, of about two 
hundred and forty Europeans of the battalion, 
abotft eighty of the train, and one thousand two 
hundred sepoys. The best troops and largest 
|)roportion of these, with many volunteers 
ttraughted from the militia, and part of the 
independeW: company, formed into a troop of 
horse, were stationed at Charhoc's and Tannas 
tinder the command of Captain Knox. Colonel 
Forde, on account of his ill state of health and 
dismission from the service, had returned to us 
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a few days before these troubles ; and, notwith- 
standing both, most obligingly and readily, at the 
Governor's request, took upon him the command 
of the remaining troops in the garrison, which 
matched to the northward the 19th of Novemr 
ber ; on which day Mr. Holwell was ordered to 
take charge of Fort William with the militia, 
consisting of about two hundred and fifty Euro- 
peans, besides some of the Portuguese inhabit- 
tots ; the Governor dividing his attention and 
presence between both divisions, those at Char. 
noc*s and those in the field. 

" The first stroke struck against the Dutch, 
was possessing ourselves of Bamagore, from 
whence Colonel Forde passed over the river with 
his troops and four field artillery to Serampore, 
the Danish factory, and marched towards Chan- 
demagore; not only with a view of striking 
terror into Chinsura, but to be ready to intercept 
the Dutch troops, in case they should disembark, 
and attempt to gain that place by land. 

•** During this period, the Dutch ships kept 
advancing with their captui*es and prisoners, and 
our three ships in their rear, whose orders were 
peremptorily to pass them and station themselves 
above the batteries, where fire-boats and every 
other needful step was taken to destroy the 
Dutch ships if they attempted to pass. The 
Dutch commodore sent two orders to Com* 
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snodore Wilson prohibiting his passing their 
ships, and that if he attempted it, he would fire 
upon hiiHa 

** On the 21st of November the Dutch arma* 
ment came to an andior in Sankeral Reach, whose 
point was within the range of our cannon from 
the batteries. On the 23d of November they 
landed on the opposite shore seven hundred 
Europeans, and about eight hundred Buggoses, 
and dropped down with their ships to Melancholy 
Point, the lower end of the reach being near 
where our three ships lay ; of which advice was 
immediately despatched to Colonel Forde, with 
assurance that he should be reinforced with the 
utmost expedition by Captain Knox and the 
parties at the batteries, who were accordingly 
recalled. On the 23d, orders were sent to our 
commodore to demand immediate restitution of 
our ships^ subjects,, and property; or to fight 
sink, burn, and destroy the Dutch ships on their 
refusaU The next day the demand was made 
0nd refiwedt True British spirit was manifested 
on this occasion Notwithstanding the inequality 
(the Dutch having seven to three, and four of 
them capital ships,) vjre attacked them j and after 
^out two hours* engagOTaent, the Dutch com- 
i^aodore struck* and the rest followed the example, 
except his second, who cut and run down as low 
as Culpee, when she was stopped short by the 
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^Okfotd^ and ^ Royal Greorge/ who arrived 
two days before, and had our orders to join the 
other captains. The Dutch Commodore had 
about thirty men killed, and many wounded : 
she suffered the most amongst them, as did the 
* Duke of Dorset * on our side, who was more 
immediately engaged with her. 
I " On the imme day (the 24th) Colonel Forde 
marched from the French gardens to the north* 
Ward, intending to encamp between Chandemai 
gore and Chinsura. In his march through the 
ft)rmer, he was attacked by the Dutch with four 
pieces of cannon, and the garrison from Chinsura, 
which hbd marched out and lodged themselves 
in the houses and ruins of Chandernagore, at the 
very time the Colonel entered with his troops 
nt the southernmost end. However, lie soon 
dislodged them from their ambush, took their 
cannon, and pursued them with some slaughter to 
the very barriers of Chinsura, which he prepared 
to invest, being now joined by Captain Knox 
and the troops from the batteries, and Chamoc^s 
and Tattnas; 

** The next day Colonel Forde received cet- 
tain iistelligence of the near approach of the 
Dutch troops from the ships, who had been, 
in spite of his vigilance, joitied by part of 
tiie gamson from Chinsura. He immediately 
fiialrcbed with two field-pieces^ and met ^hem 
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on th(9 plains of Bedarra (about two coss from 
Cbinsiira), where tbey sgon came to aB actum. 
The Dutch were commanded by Colonel Roiifr* 
sel, a FrfiDch soldier of fortune. They consi^ed 
of near seven hundred Europeans^* and aa many 
buggosesy besides country troops.: ours of 
two hundred and forty infantry, and ej^ty of 
the tndni and fifty more Europeans composing 
the troops of horse, independents and volun- 
teersy and about eight hundred sepoys« The 
engagement was short, bloody, and decisive. 
The Dutch were put to a total rout in less than 
half an hour : they had about one hundred and 
twenty Europeans, and two hundred buggoses 
killed, three hundred and fiAy Europeans and 
about two hundred Buggoses taken prisoners, 
with M. Roussel and fourteen officers, and 
about one hundred and fifty wounded. Our 
loss was inconsiderable. After this action. 
Colonel Eorde returned, sat down before Chin- 
sura, and wrote for further orders. The Dutch 
were now as abject in their submission as they 
had been insolent in their supposed supeiSiority. 
TUey wrote to Colonel Forde, and likewise to 
the Boaiid here, requesting he would cease hos- 
tilities and propose terms of amity. 

'< We ju(%ed we had sufficiently chastised 
and humbled them, without taking their settle- 
ment (which must have surrendered on the first 
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summons), and agreed to enter on a treaty with 
them. Deputies were appointed, and thingiP 
brought to a speedy and amicable conclusion. 
They disavowed the proceedings of their ships 
below» acknowledged themselves the aggressors, 
and agreed to pay costs and damages ; on which 
their ships were delivered up to them. 

" Three days after the battle of Bedarra, the 
young Nabob, with about six or seven thousand 
horse, arrived and encamped within a coss of 
Chiasura : this struck the Dutch with the 
deepest terror. Governor Clive was wrote to, 
in the most supplicatory terms, to interpose, 
and not abandon them to the violence of the 
Moors. The Governor interposed, and went 
directly to the French gardens, that he might 
be a nearer check upon the young Nabob, and 
prevent his proceeding to extremities with them. 
His friendly interposition had its proper eflPect : 
the young Nabob received their deputies ; and 
after severe altercation, forgave them, and pnv 
mised ample protection in their trade and prlvi* 
leges, on the following terms : — 'That they shall 
never meditate war, introduce or enlist troops, 
or raise fortifications in the country ; that fhey 
shall be allowed to keep up one hundred and 
twenty-five European soldiers, and no more, for 
the service of their several factories, of Chin- 
sura, Cossimbazar and Patna ; that they shall 
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foi^Iiwitfa send their ships * and cemaining^ troopi< 
out of the country; and that a breach of any 
one c£ these articles shall be punisbed with utter 
expulsion. These teixns^ ratified by the council 
of Hooghley, and the Nabob (otherwite) satis- 
fied &n the trouble and expcose of his mardi, 
he broke up his camp and iietumed to the 
city/' 

'< Thus ended an afikir which, had th^ ev^ent 
been different, threatened us in its conmquence 
with utter destruction ; for, had the Dutch 
gained the same advantage over us, we have 
now the most convincing proo& to conclude, 
that the remembrance of Amboyna w<>ald have 
been lost in their treatment of this colony. - Mr. 
Bisdom was in a. dying condition during these 
whole . traductions, and opposed, jointly with 
Messrs. Zuyaland and Bachraeht, the violence 
of their proceedings ; but they were over-ruled 
by the rest of their council, led by Jtfessrs. 
Veraet and Schevichaven, two men of desperate 
fcMftunes and violent and evil principles, who, 
we doubt not, will pay severely fbr their im- 
prudence.^' 

^* There appears every reason to conclude^om 
this narrative, as well as from other accounts, 
that Meer JafSer bad originally given connte- 
hance to an intrigue with the Dutch, carried 
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00 through Cajah Wazeed* ; but there can^ be 
no doubt that the conduct of Clire^ on. die 8ub« 
sequent invasion of the Shahzada, had. made a 
change: in his sentiments. He readily, there^ 
£[>re» gave the requisite orders to tlie Dutch, 
forbidding them to land any troops. < He de^ 
clared to me/ Mr. Hastings t writes to Clive^ 
* that if they brought any armed force into his. 
country, he would, look upon them as enemies, 
and treat them accordingly .*'* 

Notwithstanding these professions, when the 
Dutch armament arrived with a European force 
superior to that of the English, the Nabob ap^ 
peared to falter in his resolution. He had paid 
Clive a visit at Calcutta, and on. his return (as 
stated in the narrative) saw the principal per^ 
sons of the Dutch settlement at Chinsura ; but 
instead of commanding them to send > away their 
ships (as he had promised) he treated them 
with such. marked favour and distinction, that 
Mr. Hastings, who accompanied him, wrote 
Clivet, that every day^s transactions confirmed 

* This person is styled Fakker-u-Toojar (a title tAgmfyihg 
** Glory of Merchants ") in the correspondence ; but we con* 
tinue to call him Cajah Wazeed^ the name by which he is 
generally known. 

t 4th August, 1759. 

X This letter is dated <<Hooghley« Thursday eveoing;" 
probably the 12th of November. 
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him more and more in his opinion, that the 
Nabob was acting a treacherous part. 
. This communication, added to some sus* 
picious circumstances, determined Clive ta take 
the strongest measures, with the primary view 
of recalling the Nabob to a better understanding 
of his own interests ; and, if that failed, of coun* 
teracting his evil designs. He wrote to Mr. 
Amyate* to acquaint Ram Narrain of the situ« 
tion in which affairs stood, that he might be 
prepared to act, if occasion required. He also 
directed Mr. Sykes to seize the persons of Cajah 
Wazeed and his son before they reached Moor* 
shedabad, to which they were proceeding j hav- 
BQg had full proof of their combination with the 
enemies of the English. Cajah Wazeed has 
been before mentioned as the agent of the 
French. He had for a period transferred his 
allegiance to the English ; but disappointed of 
the high reward he anticipated, had subse- 
quaitly directed all his influence and ability 
(which were considerable) to their overthrow, 
through the means of their European rivals. 
When the French cause appeared hopeless, he 
had attached himself to the Dutch, and was no 
doubt the principal agent of all their intrigues 
at the Court of Moorshedabad. The strongest 
presumptive proof of Meer Jaffier's concern in 

* 7th January, 1760. 
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this plot, was, the favour and distinction with 
which he had recently treated C^ah Wazeed. 
Though that person was employed by the Dutch, 
he was the. subject of M^er Jaffier, who, both 
on that account, and from his partiality to the 
man, was Ukely to resent his seizure as an in* 
dignity and insult. Clive was quite aware of 
this feeling, but he thought himself justified by 
the emergency of the case. He expected that 
one of the effects of this decided measure would 
be to alarm the Nabob in such a degree, as to 
arrest his progress in any plan hostile to the 
English, in which he might have engaged ; and, 
to add to this effect, he wrote to Meer Jaffieri^ 
disclaiming all future connection with him, . un- 
less he changed his course of action. CUve'a 
object,, throughout this afiair, was not to. incul- 
pate the Nabob, but to save him from the con- 
sequences of his weakness and want of faith.. 
With a thorough knowledge of his character,^ 
he addressed himself to his fears, and the result 
proved the correctness of his judgment Mr* 
Hastings writes from Moorshedabad on the 18th 
of November: — 

" The particulars of my conversation with 
the old Nabob,'* he observes, "I will acquaint 
you with, after I have seen him again to-mor- 
row. He appeared (and I am convinced was) 
extremely disturbed in mind, during the whole 
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time I was with him. He changed colour upon 
the receipt of your letter ; and when he had read 
it, he turned to me and told me, that you had 
broke off all connection with him. He declared 
himself innocent of any deceitful intention to- 
wards you, and offered to give every proof that 
you could require of his friendship and sin- 
cerity." 

In his letter, of the 21st of November, Mr, 
Hastings observes, "Every thing goes on in 
this quarter as it ought The Nabob appears 
as zealous in the cause as he was before remiss 
in it, nor will, I hope, give you any further cause 
for complaining, at least in this affair. He has 
desired me to endeavour to accommodate the 
misunderstanding which has risen betwixt you 
and him, which office I cannot undertake more 
effectually than by assuring you, that I do be- 
lieve him now to be sincere. I have already 
acquainted you fiiUy with what has lately passed, 
nor need I trouble you with a irepetition of it. 
The Chuta Nabob* has lately written to me 
upon the same subject, and has called upon 
Mr. Sykes and myself to declare how earnest 
he was, from the beginning of these troubles, 
to join you, which I know to be fact (so far 
as his word in that instance could be credited), 

* Meeran, son of JaiEer Aly Caun. 
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and Mr. Sykes* letters to you will sufficiently 
testify the same. 

" The finnness which yoa have shown, and 
your resentment of the Nabob's cold behaviour, 
have had every effect that could be wished for ; 
and pardon me, Sir, if I offer it as my opinion, 
that it would be proper so far to change the 
style of your letters, as to show that you are 
satisfied with his present conduct. The Nabob 
really wants that encouragement: whenever you 
forsake him, his ruin will be inevitable ; and he 
must shut his eyes against the most glaring con- 
viction, if he does not perceive it himself." 

The only subject of complaint Meer JafBer 
had now left was the seizure of Cajah Wazeed, 
which he was too conscious indicated suspicion 
of himself. Mr. Hastings, referring to thife feel- 
ing, writes to Clive* : — 

" I had a long conversation with the Nabob 
yesterday morning ; the particulars I need not 
acquaint you with, as it consisted of little more 
than a repetition of his complaint of the distrust 
you have shown him. He mentioned the ^fMt 
of Cajah Wazeed yesterday, for the first time. 
I excused your proceedings therein, fr(nn the 
necessity there was of seizing him immediately, 
as he was the prime instigator of these troubles ; 
and it appeared from the long consultation held 
♦ Letter from Mr. Hastings, 2Sd November, 
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between him and the Dutch, the evening before 
his departure, and their letter of defiance imme- 
diately following it, that he was going up to 
strengthen their cause at the city, where the 
Nabob was sensible he had many enefmies. I 
added, that though it was no time to stand upoH 
the strictness of ceremony, when the enemy 
were almost* at our gates, yet that you had only 
given "orders that Cajah Wazeed should be seized 
on the way; but that no attempt should be 
made upon him, if he was arrived within the 
districts of the city of Moorshedabad. 

" I believe he was not satisfied with my reap, 
sons : he ascribed this event entirely to your 
suspidwis of himself, which I did not attempt 
to deny. 

** The enclosed letter is in answer to your 
last. This is the last letter the Nabob will 
writ^ till he hears what your present senti- 
ments are with respect to himtself.'' 

Clive, on receiving these assurances, readily 
forgave what had passed ; and the Nabob showed 
every disposition to give his aid. A few of his 
troops co-operated in the attack upon the Dutdi, 
but the young Nabob did not arrive at Hoo^ley 
till after the armament had been destroyed. * 

• Clive states in his evidence before the House of Com- 
mons, that the Nabob's horse were useful in pursumg the 
fugitives, after Colonel Forde's victory. 
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The strength of the small force whidi Clive 
had with him on this occasion is stated in the 
narrative. It was divided into parties; some of 
which were directed to stop and search the boBts 
of the Dutch coming up the river, and others to 
intercept any small bodies of men that might 
attempt to reach Chinsura by land. Every line 
of orders or instructions on this delicate and 
alarming occasion appears to have been written 
by Clive himself He, indeed, had at first no 
person of any distinction to aid him, till Colonel 
Forde arrived from Masulipatam. This officer was 
in bad health ; and accounts had reached Bengal 
that the Directors had not confirmed his nomin- 
ation to the service ; but neither indisposition^ 
nor disgust at this treatment, prevented him 
from offering his valuable services to his friend 
and patron, at a crisis when they were so much 
required. His skill and gallantry were alike con* 
spicuous in attacking and defeating so superior a 
force. This is shown by the narrative. Ac- 
cording to other accounts, his success was greatly 
to be attributed to the position of the enemy at 
the period of the attack. It is stated upon good 
authority, that foreseeing this advantage, but 
acting with the caution which the attack upon 
the troops of a European nation not in a state 
of war required. Colonel Forde wrote a note, 
stating, " that if he had the Order in Council^ 
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he could attaok the Dutch, with a fkir prospect 
of destroyii^g them.*' Clive, to whom this note 
was addressed, received it when playing at cards. 
Without quitting the table, he wrote an answer 
in pencil, •* Dear Forde, fight them immedi- 
ately. I will send you the Order of Council to- 
morrow.'* ' 

Clive appears to have been upon the best 
footing with several of the principal inhabitantis 
of Chinsura, particularly their Grovemor, Mr. 
Adrian Bisdom, who, though his name (as he 
stated) was often and freely used, had been 
throughout hostile to the violent proceedings of 
his countrymen. We find, indeed, in his letters 
4uring these differences, a tone of deep regret at 
the violent m^isures resorted to by both parties, 
mixed with the strongest expressions of personal 
regard for Clive, and gratitude for his kindness 
botii in his private and official station.* We 

* When Clive wrote to M. Bisdom to warn him against 
the danger to be feared from the advance of the Nabob's 
mrrny, he offered protection, in his own house, to Mrs. Bis- 
deoH and any ladies she might bring with her. I extract the 
following remarks on this subject from a very minute official 
account of the whole transaction : — '< This kind proposal 
of Colonel Clive was accepted in the manner it deserved ; 
and M. Bisdom's sensible and polite answer manifests his 
having a suitaUe seofie of the favour, and, at the same time, 
expresses what was very true, that though, from the rank he 
held, his name had been very freely used throughout the 
whole of this transaction, yet his sentiments never went 

VOL. II. H 
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^liscoverei also» from his letters to Clive *, that 
the large remittance* the latter had made through 
Batavia or Holland were not settle4» and th^t 
the Dutch Jlast India Company vrere discon- 
tented, and had deferred the payment of the 
biUs, expressing their displeasure afc the terms 
their local government had granted. Tb^ con- 
duct Clive pursued towar(fc their armameuit was 
not likely to make them view any transaction in 
which he was concerned in a more fiivourable 
light ; but the thoughts of himself, or his fortune, 
had no weight in a question where the. interests 
of his country were so deeply involved. 



along with it, but that he had always retained that respect 
for the English nation, and that affection for his friends at 
Calcutta, which a long acquaintance, and the exchange of 
reciprocal good offices, had rendered equally sincere on both 
sides." 

* M. Bisdora, in a letter to Clive, under date the 26th of 
July, 1759, observes, « With regard to the money sent to 
Batavia, I haye no doubt it will be credited; but, as no 
ves$iel has yet arrived, I can at present say no more. As to. 
the remittances to Europe, I must not conceal from you that 
they iare much displeased with the negotiation of the billty 
which they think unfavourably to our Company. I can, 
nevertheless, assure you that your remittance will be paid 
after the Company's sale. This has been stated to roe by 
an individual of power in the Company. This has been a 
great mortification to me. I had Ottered myself that the 
transaction would have given equal satisfaction to both par- 
ties ; and it proves exactly the reverse, which really grieves 
me. As soon as I hear from Batavia, I will write you." 
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A more critical liituation than that in which 
Clive was placed by the arrival of the Dutch ar- 
nmment can hardly be conceived. The respons- 
ibility he took upon himself, in determining to 
oppose it, was great ; but his mind never faltered 
when the public welfaife was to be promoted by 
his personal hazard. When some of his friendsr 
remonstrated with him on the danger which he 
incurred, in opposing, during the existence ot 
peace, the passage of the armament of a friendly 
power up the Ganges, he is said to have answered, 
that " a public man may occasionally be called 
upon to act with a halter round his neck." The 
inadequacy of his means was to him the most 
appalling circumstance ; but this was remedied 
by the wisdom of his plans, and the vigour of 
their execution. The moderation he showed 
after victory was calculated to allay, as far as 
possible, that feeling of hostility which these 
proceedings must have excited. A very minute 
investigation of the whole subject took place in 
Europe : but the Dutcli Local Government, in 
the treaty into which they entered with the En- 
glish, had acknowledged themselves the aggres- 
sors, and Clive had been so cautious in every 
step he took, that his conduct could ,not be im- 
pugned ; and he received, as he merited, unqua- 
lified approbation for this last act of his govern- 
ment, which terminated, as it was meant to do, 

H 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



400 MPI4.QIRS OF LORD CXJVB* 

all attempts /of the Dutch to rival the, political 
power of the English in ^Bengal. Their vieWs 
in that country : were thenc^rward limited to 
objects of qpuimerce, , >. = " 

^ By: the events ( A. JO. 1755) narrated in tba 
preqeding chapter, Mahomined AU Khan^ whom 
the Government pf Fort St. Georgei had sojong 
supported, beeatne the, undisputed Naboh of the 
Carnatic Salabut Jung» the Soubahdar of the 
Deckan, had entered into an alliance with the 
Company; and his brother Nizam AH, who was 
rising rapidly into power, was most fiivourably 
disposed to cultivate their friendshi]^. 

The affairs of the small but important settle- 
ment of Bombay appeared as prosperous as those 
of Madras. Surat, one of the principal- sea- 
ports and richest towns on: the yrestem side: of 
India, had fallen into decay, as the power of thei 
Mogul government declined. This city, inde- 
dependent of its wealth, had great value with 
the Mahommedans, from being the port at which 
the pilgrims annually assembled on their way to 
the sacred tombs of their prophet or of his de-. 
scendants. The Emperor furnished the vcissel 
which conveyed to Jidda (a port in the Red 
Sea) those pilgrims who went to Mecca. The 
convoy of this vessel, as well as the protection of 
the commerce of Surat, had been for some time 
intrusted to the chief of Jinjeera, who was styled 
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the. Admiral of the Emperor, and had^ in virtue 
of that office, au assignment on the revenues cf 
Surat, amounting to the sum of three lacs of 
rupees p&c annum« On the ground of this 
amount not being regularly paid Seedee Massoudy 
the ruling chief of Jinjeera, had first sdzed the 
castle of Stirat, and afterwards greatly encroached 
upon the other local authorities of that places- 
He died in 17^6 ; and his son not only retained 
this usurpation, but demanded one third of the 
revenues of the city ; another third was paid to 
the Mahrattas, as the price of their abstaining 
from hostilities, and the remaining third . was 
divided among those ofiicers who governed m 
the. name of the Emperor of Delhi. 
. ThiB division of authority, together with thie 
intrigues and disputes to which it gave rise, wa3 
ruinous to the prosperity of the town, and at? 
tended with continual alarm and danger to the 
inbabitSints* The English factory, which had 
been settled at Surat for a century and a half, 
suffered considerably during this distracted state 
of affairs, and the Government of Bombay, con^ 
sequently, listened with approbation to an ovejFr 
ture made by the principal cheers and merchants 
of Surat, inviting them to take the castle, to 
expel the Seedee, and on receiving an assign- 
ment of two lacs of rupees, to become the future 
protectors of the comn^erce of the port, , An 
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expedition was sent, which, after a short oppo« 
sition from the Seedee, completely succeeded ; 
and the garrison of the castle were compelled to 
surrender to the English, who acted throughout 
with the sanction and aid of the officers of the 
Emperor. 

An account of the events which had occurred 
was sent by Mr. Spencer (the chief of Surat) to 
Delhi ; from whence he obtained sunnuds *, or 
deeds, appointing the English Company go- 
vernors of Surat Castle, and admirals of ihe 
Emperor's fleet, and granting them an assign- 
ment upon the revenues of the city for two lacs 
of rupees per annum. 

These events added both to the strength and 
the fame of the settlement of Bombay, and ren- 
dered it better able to cope with its predatory 
neighbours the Mahrattas. The principal chiefs 
of that nation, however, were at this period more 
occupied with the affairs of the northern than of 
the western parts of India. 

Alumgeer the Second was still the Emperor 
of Delhi ; but he continued a prisoner in the 
hands of his ambitious minister, who, himself 
surrounded by Mahratta armies, and expecting 
another invasion of the Affghauns, exercised but 

* The sunnud, as admiral, is dated the 26th of August, 
1759 ; that constituting them governors of the castle, 4th of 
September, and the assignment, the 18th of the same month. 
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a precarious authority. The Shah-Zada was still 
in a state of hostility ; and having lately received 
countenance from the ruler of Oude, he again 
threatened with invasion the territories of Bahar. 
This danger would not appear to have been con- 
sidered serious by Clive : but he was very un- 
easy regarding the internal state of Bengal ; and 
the last months of his stay in India were devoted 
to arrangements for securing its tranquillity. 

The treasury of the Nabob had been exhausted 
by the great sums he had paid as the price of 
his elevation. His extravagance, that of his son, 
and, above all, the maintenance of large bodies 
of useless troops, aggravated his distress. The 
slave of habit, and devoid of energy, Meer Jaf- 
fier was incapable of remedying his condition, 
which became daily more embarrassing. The 
conduct of his son, also, alarmed him; and from 
his communications to Mr. Hastings, it evidently 
appeared that he sometimes thought the im- 
patient ambition of Meeran would lead him to 
accelerate, by an act of violence, the hour of his 
succession. Yet, notwithstanding the urgent 
advice of Clive *, he would neither diminish the 

* Clive had, on many occasions, stated his sentiments very 
freely to the Nabob, both in regard to the character of his 
son, and the persons by whom that Prince was surrounded, 
particularly his Dewan Rajah Bullub. The following ex- 
tract from a letter to Mr. Hastings, dated 21st of September, 
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troops of his son, nor cease to employ him in 
situations which were calculated to increase his 
influence, and add to his power. The Nabob 
disliked the superiority and influence of Clive, 
but he certainly was personally attached to him.* 
He regarded him with the same dread and ap^ 
prehension which a waywai^d scholar bears hisi 
preceptor. Though he feared his anger, he had 
complete reliance on his justice and good faith, 
and from habit looked to him with hopes of every 
consideration that was possible for his errors 
and weakness. With such sentiments, he was 
alarmed at the near prospect of Clive's depart- 
ure ; and his feeling affords strong presumptive 



1759, will show how decided he was in his opinions upon this 
subject : — *' What you write me," he observes, " about the 
young Nabob, does not at all surprise me; it was what I 
always expected. Meer JaflBer's days of folly are with- 
out number, and he had, long before this, slept with his 
ancestors, if the dread of our power and resentment had not 
been his only security. Sooner or later, I am persuaded, that 
worthless young dog will attempt his father's overthrow. 
How often have I advised the old fool against putting too 
much power into the hands of his nearest relations. Tell 
him, from me, that Rajah BuUub is an aspiring, ambitious 
villain ; and^ if he does not get him removed from his son's 
presence, he will push him to some violent and unnatufal 
resolution." 

* The letters of Scrafton, Hastings, and Sykes, aflPord' 
abundant evidence to the troth of the fiict, that Meer Jaffier 
was personally attached to CUve. 
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proof, that, into ^whatever intrigues or plots Jaf- 
fier had been hurried or led, he could not,;at 
this perip4»< have deliberately contemplated any 
plan of hostility against the English ^vfer. If 
he ha4 harboured any such scheme, it is quite 
evident that Clive's quitting the scene was the 
only event that could give it the least prospect 
of success. 

The chief cause which alarmed Meer Jaffier 
ai^d other natives of rank at the intended dcr 
parture of Clive ,was the fear of his successor 
ppt exercising the same authority in checking 
and controlling the subordinate officers o£ their 
government. They feared, and with reason, 
that spirit of contemptuous superiority, which 
the extraordinary and sudden rise of the English 
in Bengal had engendered among many of the 
Emrope^ns in the service of the Company, and 
still more; the assumed influence and power of 
th,e natives in their emplpyment 
, The llJa^Qb and his chief managers had, not- 
withstandin,g Clive's efiorts, too great reason to 
complaiij of the insolent pretensions and fraudu- 
lent practice^ of ponaastahs (or agents) employed 
by the gentlemen in office at Calcutta, and in 
diflerent parts of .the cpuntry. Many of Clive's 
public and private letters convey his sentiments 
very, strongly u[K)n this subject ; and from one 
of them we learn, that he had punished most se- 
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verely a native in his own service, for using his 
name as a sanction to some abuses. This af- 
forded him an opportunity, of which he availed 
himself, of stating to the Committee of Fort 
William, the great importance of continued and 
vigilant attention to a point, upon which the 
temper and good feeling of their ally and his 
principal subjects must so much depend. 

The alarm at Clive's return to England was 
not limited to the natives: all the first civil 
servants, Mr. Amyatt, Mr.Holwell, Mr. Sykes, 
Mr. Hastings, and many others, entreated him 
to remain some time longer. Their sentiments 
are nearly similar. I shall, therefore, content 
myself with stating those reasons which Mr. 
Hastings brought forward in support of his ar- 
guments on this subject. 

" I own,'* Mr. Hastings observes*, "with great 
concern I learnt that your resolution is fixed to 
return this season to Europe. The disinterested 
regard which, without fearing the imputation 
of flattery, I may declare you have ever shown 
for the Compan/s welfare, convinces me, that 
you would not have determined upon this step> 
were it in the least respect inconsistent with 
that principle. Yet permit me. Sir, upon this 

* Letter from Mr. Hastings to Clive, I7th of August, 
1759. 
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occasion, to lay before you such consequences 
as, from my little experience of the Durbar 
affairs, I apprehend may attend your absence. 

^' I am, and always have been, of opinion, 
that the Nabob is, both by interest and inclin- 
ation, heartily attached to the English ; but I 
think it as certain that the people about him, 
especially his Muttaseddies* and the Seits, who 
are evidently great sufferers by the large ac- 
quisitions of power which the English have 
obtained in this Government, would gladly use 
every possible means to alienate his affections 
from us. At present, the personal obligations 
which he confessedly lies under to you are suf- 
ficient to intimidate them from any open at- 
tempts against us ; but as your absence will 
encourage these people to throw off the mask, 
ai^d the Nabob is but of an irresolute and un- 
settled tanper, I don't think it possible that he 
cim hold out against the united influence of so 
many ^vil counsellors, as will be perpetually 
instiUing lErto his mind the necessity of reducing 
tbe English power- I am the more apprehen- 
si[ve of their auccess, from the expressi(ms which 
he has frequently made use of, before the late 
attempt of the Shah-Zdda, intimating that he 

* Muttaseddie means a << clerk ;" but the plural term, as 
here employed, describes all the subordinate civil officers of 
the government. 
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knew nobody amongst the English but yourself 
to whom he had any obligations, and that no- 
thing but his friendship for you restrained him 
from retaliating the many insults which he pre- 
tended io have received from the English* 

** As there is nobody to succeed you with the 
saiAe influence, and other advantages which you 
possess, nothing but a large military force will 
secure our privileges from being encroached 
upon, as soon as you qiiit the country ; not to 
mention the dangers we are threatened with 
from our natural enemies the French, which, by 
your resignation of the service, will be doubled 
upon us, and in which it is very probable the 
Nabob will stand neuten I believe I men- 
tioned to you already, that, in conversation with 
one of the Nabob's principal confidants, a day 
or two before I went down to Calcutta, he in- 
advertently dropped, that the French had made 
some overtures towards an accommodation with^ 
the Nabob through his means, and seemed, by 
his discourse, to wish that it might be brought 
about; but whether he spoke his own senti- 
ments only, or the Nabob's, I could not judge, 
as he would not explain himself further upon< 
the subject This much, indeed, he added, 
that the proposal was at that time rejected. I 
do not advance this as an argument that the 
Nabob is inclinable to favour the French ; but 
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I think it would not bfe difficult to persuade him, 
that it would be for his interest to suffer the 
French ^ to come into his country again^ both 
for the.iincrease of his revenues (a verytpre-^ 
yailing argument) and to balance the f)owei<:of 
the /'English^ cand with regard* to his efngage-f 
ment by » the itreaty to succour the' ' » EtigUsh 
against' their enemies ;, 1 doin't apprehend dt 
will he any further binding, than as it is for. his 
advantage to abide by it. : 1. 

. *^ Of the great cx>nsequence which a junction 
pf . the country forces would prove to us in case 
of ;an invasion from the French, I < would not 
presume to say any tiling in an address to you* 
If. the French attempt any thing against Bengal 
before your departure, I think I can ainswer for 
the Nabob's readiness to assist you against them ; 
but that he will exert himself as zealously in our 
favour when you are gone, I greatly doubt. 

" I know not in what light you may regard 
the proposal lately made from Delhi, or whether 
the consideration of the further advantages tfcat 
may result from a nearer connection with that 
Court (in which your intervention appears of 
indispensable necessity) deserve to be thrown 
into the scale ; though I must own it is my 
opinion, that nothing can contribute so much 
to estabhsh the power of the English in this 
country on the most solid and lasting found- 
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ation as an interest propetly established at that 
Court 

^< Such other argaments as might be produced 
for the necessity of your stay, till afiairs are a 
little more settled in this country, not coming 
properly under my province, I shall pass over ; 
nor should I have troubled you with so much 
on this subject, but that, as these reflections 
have been suggested to me by my particular em- 
ploy at the Durbar, I thought they might not 
so readily occur to, or carry the same weight 
with, any other person ; to which I may add> 
that, as I have in common with the whole settle^ 
ment an interest in your sfeiy amongst us, I have 
a particular one from the difficulties which I well 
foresee will attend me in my present situation, aJ^ 
soon as I lose your influence.*' 

Clive's correspondence at this period contains 
the fullest evidence, that, independently of other 
motives, one great object of his return to Eng- 
land was the hope of being able, by his persond 
repisesentations and influence, to obtain the 
adoption of measures which he thought calcu- 
lated to preserve India. He desired to obtain 
for the Governors of the three Presidencies 
commissions from his Majesty as Major-Gene- 
rals, in order that their superior rank might put 
an end to the pretensions and independent 
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poiwers o£ his Majesity'B officers, which had been 
foui^dr on some occasions, seriously to impede 
and injure the public service. He was also 
anxious, as. he stated in several letters, to arrive 
in England before peace was concluded with 
Fran«eev 

Writing to Mr. Vansktart upon these subjeetSr 
he observes *, " All things considei^d, my de* 
ai^ is to get. with the utmost expedition to Eng- 
land. Supposiiog^ I set out in January,. I may 
ari^ive the begiiining of May ; and axx answer to 
Bay pi^posals may come to hand the end of the 
same year. My intention is to get you fixt in 
this government, and to have Forde and CaiL- 
laud at the head of the miUtary ; and, if possible, 
to prevail on the Directors *' (for it entirely de- 
pends upon them) " to apply to his Majesty 
for commissions of Major-Generals for the Go- 
vernors, for the time being, of the three Presi- 
dencies. If my interest prevails, I flatter myself 
I shall have rendered the Company more service 
by my return to England than by my stay in 
Beftgal, If a peace should, be on the tapis, I 
may be of some use likewise ;. for convinced I 
am. the Directors are not masters sufficiently of 

• This letter is dated the 20th of August, 1759. Clive 
had written to Mr. Pigot a few days before upon the same 
subject. 
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the subject^ iand wHl probably conclude a peace 
in E^urope, which cannot possibly be abided by 
in the East Indies." 

I shall, hereaftier, have occasion to show the 
correctness (rf his conjectures, with respect to the 
benefit which might be derived from his presence 
in England on the expected occurrence of a peace 
with France. 

To understand the causes of the contradictory 
orders from England, which weakened and dis- 
tracted the governments in India, it will be neces- 
sary to take a short view of the actual state, of 
the Court of Directors, and of that of the pro- 
prietors at this period.' • 

. Mr. Payne was Chairman, and at the head of the 
majority by whom the government of rotation wa» 
first appointed. To judge from the facts before 
us, and, indeed, from his published narratives, 
we should believe Mr. Holwell to have been the 
person who first suggested this expedient. He 
had proceeded to England soon after he was re- 
leased by Sursy-u-Dowlah ; and his claims and 
sufierings appear to have made a considerable 
ihipression upon many of the Directors. Still he 
was too young a servant to be nominated go- 
vernor ; but the plan of the rotation government 
gave him a share of that dignity which he could 
not hope to hold alone; and he himself informs us, 
that the Directors, after protracted discussions 
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Upon this subject, agreed unanimously * in the 
scheme of vesting the government of Bengal in 
four of their servants, Messrs. Watts, Manning- 
ham, Becher, and Holwell ; but this resolution, 
as stated at the period, was only intended as a 
temporary measure. 

A general reform of the settlement of Fort 
William was subsequently taken into consider- 
ation, and a plan was adjusted at various meet- 
ings, at which none were present but the two 
Chairmen, the Secretary, and Mr. Holwell.t 

About this period, violent opposition arose to 
the Chairman and his friends, headed by his 
deputy Mr. Lawrence Sulivan, Mr. Stephen 
Law, and several men of talent. This party 
were indefatigable in their exertions ; and, al- 
though they were a minority in the Court of 
Directors, they had great influence with the 
Proprietors. They early declared themselves 
decidedly hostile to the continuance of the ro- 
ation government; and when the accounts of 
Clive's successes led to his nomination, Mr. Su- 
livanproposed that a resolution should be added, 
to the following effect : — 

** That the important changes in their affairs 
in Bengal, made the expedient of the rotation 

• llth of November, 1757. 
t Hohrell'8 Narrative, p. 156. 
VOL. II. I 
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no longer needful, hut that Mr. Watts should be 
appointed to succeed the Colonel/' 

After a debate on this question, in which the 
opposing parties were very violent, Colonel Clive 
was nominated, but to be succeeded, on leaving 
India, by the rotation government ; and the 
proposed reforms in the government of Fort 
William were directed to be carried into execu- 
tion. The minority, undismayed by their defeat, 
had recourse to the General Court, and carried 
by their influence the proposition, — « 

" That the rotation (rf four should be abo- 
lished, and the government of Bengal be con- 
ducted by a single Governor and Council as 
heretofore." 

The Court of Proprietors, at the same time 
that it came to this resolution, declared it had 
no intention of interfering with the appointment 
of the Governor and . Council, which belonged 
wholly to the Court of Directors ; in which this 
subject gave rise to further discussions. The 
names of Mr. Watts and Mr. Holwell were 
brought forward as successors to Clive ; and the 
majority being in favour of the latter, he was 
elected. This choice was no sooner made than 
the Chairman read a letter he had previously 
received from Mr. Holwell, requesting, should 
he be elected, to decline' the station in favour of 
Mr. Manningham, who was (he stated) senior, 
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and whose claims were so great, that, if he were 
superseded, he would in all likelihood retire; 
and his loss would be seriously injurious to the 
public service. 

Those who opposed Mr. HolwelPs elevation 
gave him little credit for this display of self- 
denial. It was certain, they alleged, that Mr. 
Manningham was on the eve of his return to 
England, and that Mr. Holwell, if appointed his 
successor, would have both the ststtion, and the 
merit of having waved his own pretensions in 
favour of a much older and more deserving 
public servant. Whatever were his motives, his 
suggestion was attended to. Mr. Manningham 
was (in the event of Clivers leaving India) no- 
minated Governor } and Mr. Holwell and Mr. 
Becher were appointed to be, in their turn, his 
successors. Affairs continued in this state until 
the general election of Directors in April, 1758, 
when the minority brought forward a list of 
Directors in opposition to that of the majority, 
or house-list. A violent contest arose, but the 
ballot terminated in favour of the late minority ; 
whose friends in the new direction outnumbered 
their opponents. From this date, Mr. SuUvan, 
who became Chairman, acquired an influence 
and power in the India House which he long 
maintained. He was, at this period, greatly in- 
debted to Clive, who gave him all his support, 

I 2 
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believing him, from his talents and his former 
residence in India, more fitted than any of his 
competitors for the management of the affairs of 
the Company. 

Writing to Mr. S. Law * on this subject, he 
observes : — 

** It has given me much pleasure to hear Mr. 
Sulivan is at the head of the Direction. Much 
riiore may be expected from one who has laid 
the foundation of his knowledge in India, than 
from those who have no experience but what 
they have picket up in the city of London." 

Clive, writing to Mr. Smyth King t, ascribes 
the fall of Mr. Payne's party to their " endea- 
vours to keep up that absurd system (as he 
justly terms it) of the rotation ;** and in the 
same letter he says, " I have to request you will 
support Mr. Sulivan as far as your interest goes ; 
he shall have all mine, because I am persuaded 
his endeavours are used for the good of the 
service.** 

In almost all his letters t of this period to his 

* 29th of December, 1758. f ^^' 

% The grounds of Clive's strong support of Mr. Sulivan 

appear to have been entirely public. Among other friends, 

he wrote (29th of December, 1758) to his agent, Mr. Bel- 

chier, on tiiis subject : — 

" As I have,'* he observes, " great designs in view for the 

advantage of the Company, I must request you will give all 
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friends in England, he urges the same request, 
and upon the same grounds. He could, at 
this time, have little anticipation, that he was 
strengthening the man, who was hereafter to 
prove the most violent and powerful of all the 
assailants of his fame and fortune. 

When Mr. Sulivan had gained the ascendancy, 
his first measure was to stop the vessels under de- 
spatch, and to change the commission of Govern- 
ment, and indeed to annul all the appointments of 
his predecessor. Colonel Clive was re-appointed 
Governor; Mr. Watts second and successor; after 
him. Major Kilpatrick and nine other members 
of Council, who were to succeed according to 
their seniority. Mr. Holwell was no more than 
fifth on this list ; but, by death and the departure 
for England of those above him, he became, 
when Clive left India, the person to succeed 
him. 

The Directors, in the contests and changes 
which have been described, were believed to be 
as much (if not more) governed by personal at- 
tachments and resentments, as by considerations 
of duty. The public clamour was loud against 
them ; and when, after stopping the ships, they 



your interest, and that of your friends, in favour of Mr. Su- 
livan, who, I am persuaded^ will pursue vigorous measures, 
now become absolutely necessary." 
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applied for convoy, Lord Anson (then at the 
head of the Admiralty) told them *, " that in 
place of labouring for the interest of the Com- 
pany and the nation, their sole aim seemed to be 
gratifying their private resentments, distressing 
His Majesty's service, and embroiling their con- 
stituents* affairs." 

The mind of Clive was naturally much occu- 
pied in devising the best means of preserving to 
his country the valuable possessions in India 
which |he had been so greatly instrumental in 
acquiring. After what has been stated of the 
conduct of the Court of Directors,* it is not sur- 
prising that he should have come to a conclu- 
sion, that the India Government in England, in 
its actual condition^ was incompetent to the large 
and increasing duties which it had to perform. 
With regard to Bengal, while he saw no stability 
in the administration of Meer JaflSer, a vision of 
its future greatness was before him ; and he sub- 
mitted his thoughts upon this subject in a letter 
to Mr. Pitt, whom alone, among the Ministers of 
England, he considered competent to compre- 
hend all the points and interests of this import- 
ant question. The following is his letter to 
that great statesman : — 

♦ Holwell's Narrative, p. 170. 
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" To the Right Hon. William Pitt, 
" One of His Majestj^s Principal Secretaries of 
State. 
" Sir, 

" Suffer an admirer of yours at this distance to 
congratulate himself on the glory and advantage 
which are likely to accrue to the nation by your 
being at its head, and at the same to return his 
most grateful thanks for the distinguished manner 
you have been pleased to speak of his successes 
in these parts, far indeed beyond his deservings* 

" The close attention you bestow on the affairs 
of the British tiation in general has induced me 
to trouble you with a few particulars relative to 
India, and to lay before you an exact account of 
the revenues of this country, the genuineness 
whereof you may depend upon, as it has been 
faithfully extracted from the Minister's books. 

" The great revolution that has been effected 
here by the success of the English arms, and the 
vast advantages gained to the Company by a 
treaty concluded in consequence thereof, have, 
I observe, in some measure, engaged the public 
attention j but much more may yet in time be 
done, if the Company will exert themselves in 
the manner the importance of their present 
possessions and future prospects deserves. I 
have represented to them in the strongest terms 
the expediency of sending out and keeping up 
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constantly such a force as will enable them to 
embrace the first opportunity of ftirther aggran- 
dising themsdves ; and I dare pronounce, from 
a thorough knowledge of this country govern- 
ment*, and of the genius of the people, ac- 
quired by two years* application and experience, 
that such an opportunity will soon ofler. The 
reigning Subah, whom the victory at Plassey in- 
vested with the sovereignty of these provinces, 
still, it is true, retains his attachment to us, and 
probably, while he has no other support, will con- 
tinue to do so ; but Musselmans are so little in- 
fluenced by gratitude, that should he ever think 
it his interest to break with us, the obligations 
he owes us would prove no restraint : and this is 
very evident from his having lately removed his 
Prime Minister, and cut oflF two or three princi- 
pal cheers, all attached to our interest, and who 
had a share in his elevation. Moreover, he is 
advanced in years ; and his son is so cruel, worth- 
less a young fellow, and so apparently an enemy 
to the English, that it will be almost unsafe trust- 
ing him with the succession. So small a body as 
two thousand Europeans will secure us against 
any apprehensions from either the one or the 
other ; and, in case of their daring to be trouble- 

♦ The application is here limited to the government of 
Bengal 
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some, enable theCompany to take the sovemgDiy 
upon themselves. 

•* There will be the less difficulty in foringing 
about such an event, as the natives themselves 
have no attachment whatever lo particular 
princes ; and as, under the paresent Government, 
they have no security for their lives or proper- 
ties, they would rejoice in sc happy an exchange 
as that of a mild for a despotic Government : and 
there is little room to doubt dur easily obtainfaig 
the Moghul's sunnud (or grant) in confirmation 
thereof, provided we agreed to pay him the sti- 
pulated allotment out of the revenues, viz. fifty 
lacs annually- This has, of late years, been very 
ill-paid, owing to the distractions in the heart of 
the Moghul Empire, which have dislabled that 
court from attending to their concerns in the 
distant provinces: and the Vizier has actually 
wrote to me, desiring I would engage the 
Nabob to make the payments agreeable to the 
former usage ; nay, further : application has been 
made to me from the Court of Delhi, to take 
charge of collecting this payment, the person 
^itrusted with which is styled the King's. De- 
wan, and is the next person both in dignity and 
power to the Subah. But this high office I have 
been obliged to decline for the present, as I am 
unwilling to occasion any jealousy on the part of 
the Subah ; especially as I see no likelihood of 
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the Company's providing us with a sufficient force 
to support properly so considerable an employ, and 
which would open a way for securing the Subah- 
ship to ourselves. That this would be agreeable 
to the Moghul can hardly be questioned, as it 
would be so much to his interest to have these 
countries under the dominion of a nation famed 
for their good faith, rather than in the hands of 
people who, a long experience has convinced 
him, never will pay him his proportion of the 
revenues, unless awed into it by the fear of the 
Imperial army marching to force them thereto. 
** But so large a sovereignty may possibly be 
an object too extensive for a mercantile Com- 
pany ; and it is to be feared they are not of them- 
selves able, without the nation's assistance, to 
maintain so wide a dominion. I have therefore 
presumed, Sir, to represent this matter to you, 
and submit it to your consideration, whether the 
execution of a design, that may hereafter be still 
carried to greater lengths, be worthy of the 
Government's taking it into hand. I flatter my- 
self I have made it pretty clear to you, that 
there will be little or no difficulty in obtaining the 
absolute possession of these rich kingdoms ; and 
that with the Moghu?s own consent, on condi- 
ti«i of paying him less than a fifth of the re- 
venues thereof. Now I leave you to judge, 
whether an income yearly of upwards of two 
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millions sterling) with the possesion of three 
provinces abounding in the most valuable pro* 
ductions of nature and of art> be an object de- 
serving the public attention ; and whether it be 
worth the nation's while to take the proper mea- 
sures to secure such an acquisition, -*• an acqui- 
sition which, under the management of so able 
and disinterested a minister, vrould prove a 
source of immense wealth to the kingdom, and 
might in time be appropriated in part as a fund 
towards diminishing the heavy load of debt un- 
der which we at present labour. Add to these 
advantages the influence we shall thereby acquire 
over the several European nations engaged in 
the commerce here, which these could no longer 
carry on but through our indulgoice, and under 
such limitations as we should think fit to [Mrescribe. 
It is well worthy consideration, that thi» project 
may be brought about without draining the 
mother country, as has been too much the case 
with our possessions in America. A small force 
from home will be sufficient, as we always make 
sure of any number we please of black troqps, 
who> being both much better paid and treated 
by us than by the country powers, will very 
readily enter into our service. Mr. Walsh, who 
will have the honour of delivering you this, 
having been my Secretary during the late fortu- 
nate expedition^ is a thorough master of the 
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subject, and will be able to explain to you the 
whole design, and the facility with which it may 
be executed, much more to your satisfaction, and 
with greater perspicuity, than can possibly be 
done in a letter. I shall therefore only further 
remark, that I have communicated it to no other 
person but yourself; nor should I have troubled 
you. Sir, but from a conviction that you will give 
a favourable reception to any proposal intended 
for the public good. 

" The greatest part of the troops belonging 
to this establishment are now employed in an 
expedition against the French in the Deckan ; 
and, by the accounts lately received from thence, 
I have great hopes we shall succeed in extirpat- 
ing them from the province of Golconda, where 
they have reigned lords paramount so long, and 
from whence they have drawn their principal re- 
sources during the troubles upon the coast 

" Notwithstanding the extraordinary effort 
made by the French in sending out M. Lally 
with a considerable force the last year, I am 
confident, before the end of this, they will be 
near their last gasp in the Carnatic*, unless 
some very unforeseen event interpose in their 
favour. The superiority of our squadron, and 

• Clive's prediction of the result of a&irs in the Carnatic 
proved, as has been shown, true to the very letter. 
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the plenty of money and supplies of all kinds 
which our friends on the coast will be furnished 
with from this province, while the enemy are in 
total want of every thing, without any visible 
means of redress, are such advantages as, if pro- 
perly attended to, cannot fail of wholly effecting 
their ruin in that as well as in every other part of 
India. 

" May the zeal and the vigorous measures, 
projected for the service of the nation, which 
have so eminently distinguished your ministry, 
be crowned with all the success they deserve, is 
the most fervent wish of him who is, with the 
greatest respect, 

" Sir, 
" Your most devoted humble servant, 

(Signed) " Rob^ Clive. 

« Calcutta, 
« 7th January, 1759." 

The reader will, no doubt, be curious to learn 
Mr. Pitt's sentiments on this very remarkable 
letter, and fortunately the means are preserved 
of gratifying so natural a curiosity. Mr. Walsh, 
by whom the letter was sent, on the 26th of 
November, 1759, gives Clive an account of his 
interview with Mr. Pitt That great minister, 
while he acknowledged the practicability of the 
plan, was aware of the difficulties that attended its 
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principle and details. ** It was not till six days 
ago that I had admittance to Mn Pitt He had 
made one or two appointments, but was obliged 
by business to postpone them, for certainly he 
has an infinite deal on his hands. He received 
me with the utmest politeness, and we had a tStC" 
d^t4te for an hour and a quarter, of which I will 
endeavour to sum up the particulars. He began 
by mentioning how much he was obliged to you, 
for the marks you had given him of your friend- 
ship ; and then began on the subject of your 
letter. I said I was apprehensive, from my not 
having had the honour to speak with him before, 
that he looked upon the affair as chimerical : he 
assured me, not at all, but very practicable ; but 
that it was of a very nice nature. He mentioned 
the Company's charter not expiring these twenty 
years ; that upon some late transactions it had 
been inquired into, whether the Company's 
conquests and acquisitions belonged to them or 
the Crown, and the Judges seemed to think to 
the Company. He spoke this matter a little 
darkly, and I cannot write upon it with precis 
sion : he said the Company were not proper to 
have it, nor the Crown, for such a revenue 
would endanger our liberties ; and that you had 
shown your good sense by the application of it 
to the public. He said the difiiculty of elBPect- 
ing the affair was not great, under such a genius 
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as Colonel Clive ; but the sustiuning it was the 
point : it was not probable he would be succeeded 
by persons equal to the tasL He asked how 
long you proposed continuing there; that by 
your letter he might coticlude you intended to 
carry the business into execution. I answered 
that no one's zeal for the public service was 
greater than yours ; but that I believed your ill 
health would oblige you to return shortly. I 
then mentioned Van's abilities, and that he was 
upon the point of being made Governor of 
Bengal. I observed to him that it was necessary 
for him to determine whether it was an object 
for the Company or the State ; for I was per- 
suaded, that, if the State neglected it, the Com- 
pany, in process of time, would secure it ; that 
they would even find themselves under a neces- 
sity to do it for their greater quiet and safety, 
exclusive of gain. He seemed to weigh that; but, 
as far as I could judge by what passed then, it will 
be left to the Company to do what they please. 

" I took an opportunity of mentioning that 
the French seemed to direct their views greatly 
towards India; spoke of Dupleix's designs, 
Bussy's letter, and Lally's armament, which, hap* 
pily for us, had melted away to nothing, but 
that in time of peace, if not somehow restrained, 
they would certainly pour men into India, and 
be formidable in after times. He asked me 
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about Mauritius ; whether the reduction of that 
would not be la3ring the axe to the root, and 
how &r it was practicable, I gave him what in- 
formation I was capable of on the subject, and 
referred him, for further, to Speke, who I said 
was a clever o£Scer, and, I believed, had revolved 
the matter in his breast for some time past. Be- 
fore parting, he hinted to me a supply for this 
season of four men-of-war, and a thousand men : 
these generally are granted pretty late, and we 
must imagine they will be so this season, as an 
invasion has been seriously thought of, and 
we are still doubtful as to the destination of 
Brest fleet. I don't recollect any thing further, 
of any consequence, that passed in our convers- 
ation. I might, indeed, acquaint you, that he 
asked very particularly if I had any thoughts of 
returning to India.'* 

The line of policy which subsequently marked 
our progress in India, is strongly depicted in this 
conversation. Mr. Pitt saw, in their infancy, the 
difficulties which have so long prevented the 
final settlement of that country ; and Mr. Walsh, 
tutored in the school of Clive, already clearly 
discovered the future inevitable extension of our 
dominions and power. 

Clive's letter was written a twelvemonth before 
he left Calcutta. Neither the events in India, 
nor those in England, were calculated to alter 
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the sentiments it contained, regarding the ne- 
cessity for the interference of the legislature of 
Great Britiain in the administration of the in- 
terests of the nation in India. The despatches 
received from the Directors immediately before 
he resigned the Government, appear to have 
excited equal disgust in his mind, and in the 
minds of his ablest colleagues ; and in the con- 
cluding paragraphs of a general letter to the 
Directors, the Bengal Government expressed 
their sentiments with a freedom, which, though 
becoming their high sense of the duty which they 
owed to themselves and to their country, was 
but little suited to the temper or constitution of 
their superiors. 

The following are the observations made in 
this letter upon the conduct of the Court of 
Directors. 

" Having fully spoken to every branch of 
your affairs at this Presidency, under their esta- 
blished heads, we cannot, consistently with the 
real anxiety we feel for the ftiture welfare of 
that respectable body, for whom you and we are 
in trust, close this address without expostulating 
with freedom on the unprovoked and general 
asperity of your letter per the Prince Henry 
Packet. Our sentiments on this head will, we 
doubt not, acquire additional weight, from the 
consideration of their being subscribed by a 

VOL. II. K 
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majority of your Council ; who are at this very 
period quitting your service, and consequently 
independent and disinterested* Permit us to say, 
that the diction of your letter is most unworthy 
yourselves and us, in whatever relation conrf- 
dered, either as masters to servants, or gentle- 
men to gentlemen. Mere inadvertencies and 
casual neglects arising from an unavoidable and 
most complicated confusion in the state of your 
affairs, have been treated in such language and 
sentiments, as nothing but the most glaring and 
premeditated faults could warrant. Groundless 
informations have, without further scrutiny, 
borne with you the stamp of truth, though pro- 
ceeding from those who had therein obviously 
their own purpose to serve, no matter at whose 
expense. These have received from you such 
countenance and encouragement, as must as- 
suredly tend to cool the warmest zeal of your 
servants here, and every where else, as they will 
appear to have been only the source of general 
reflections thrown out at random against your 
faithful servants of this Presidency, in various 
parts of your letter now before us — feithful to. 
littie purpose, if the breath of scandal, joined to 
private pique or private and personal attach- 
ments, have power to blow away in one hour 
the merits of many years' services, and deprive 
them of that rank and those rising benefits which 
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are justly a spur to thair integrity and applica- 
tion. The little attention shown to these con- 
siderations, in the indiscriminate favours heaped 
on some individuals, and undeserved censures 
on others, will, we apprehend, lessen that spirit 
of zeal so very essential to the well-being of your 
affairs, and consequently, in the end, if con- 
tinued, prove the destruction of them. Private 
views may, it is much to be feared, take the lead 
here, from examples at home, and no gentlemen 
hold your service longer^ nor exert themselves 
further in it, than their own exigencies require. 
This being the real state of your service, it be- 
comes strictly our duty to represent it in the 
strongest light.*' * 

This despatch was signed by Clive, and 
by Messrs. Holwell, Playdell, Sumner, and 
M'Guire, Members of Council. I shall only so 
far anticipate the narrative as to state, that it ex- 
cited the utmost indignation and violence at the 
India House.t 

* Although, in point of composition, the despatches of the 
Indian authorities, both at home and abroad, at this early 
period of our political administration, will not bear comparison 
with those of a later date, they exhibit a degree of simplicity 
and plainness which is both interesting and amusing. 

f In the first general letter to the Governor in Council, at 
Bengal, dated 21st of January, 1761, the Directors write, 
*< We have taken under our most serious consideration the 
general letter from our late President and Council of Fort 
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The Directors had immediate recourse to the 
extreme measure of removing and commanding 
to be sent to England, the four gentlemen who 
had joined Clive in this strong remonstrance. 
This vindication of their authority, which they 
deemed necessary to prevent the further dif- 
fusion of the contagion of disrespect and insub- 
ordination among their servants, was attended 
with the most unhappy results. It deprived the 
public, at a critical period, of the aid of some of 
the most moderate and experienced of the civil 
servants in Bengal, and promoted to high sta- 
tions others of a very opposite character : and 
there can be no doubt, the result of these 
changes was the massacre at Patna, one of the 
most shocking catastrophes to be found on the 
page of the History of British India. 

William, dated 29th of December, 1759, and manj para- 
graphs therein contain gross insults upon, and indignities 
o£Pered to, the Court of Directors, tending to the subversion 
of our authority over our servants, and a dissolution of all 
order and good government in the Company's affairs. To 
put an immediate stop, therefore, to this evil, we do posi- 
tively order and direct that, immediately upon receipt of this 
letter, all those persons still remaining in the Company's 
service, who signed the said letter, — viz. Messrs. John 
Zephaniah Holwell, Charles Stafford Playdell, William Bright- 
well Sumner, and William M^Guire, — be dismissed from the 
Company's service ; and you are to take care that they be 
not permitted, on any consideration, to remain in India, but 
that they are to be sent to England by the first ships which 
return home the same season you receive this letter." 
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Clive was at no pains to conceal the senti- 
ments which the conduct of the Court of Direc- 
tors had excited in his mind. In his answer to 
an address from the European inhabitants of 
Calcutta, he observes : — 

" I am so thoroughly sensible, Gentlemen, of 
this testimony of your approbation of my con- 
duct, that though the ill-treatment I received 
from the Court of Directors in their last general 
letter, has fully determined me in throwing up 
the service, yet I could waive all personal consi- 
derations, and without hesitation comply with 
your request, did the state of your affairs really 
require my making such a sacrifice to you. But 
the additional credit you have gained through- 
out the country by your late success over the 
Dutch, the arrival of Major Caillaud, with the 
reinforcement from Madras, and the approach of 
the detachment lately commanded by Colonel 
Forde, which you now shortly expect, ensure 
you from the least shadow of danger for some 
time to come. In the interim, proper measures 
may be taken at home for the better security of 
this valuable settlement, to promote which, you 
may depend upon my exerting my utmost in- 
terests ; and I may perhaps be able to serve you 
more effectually than by my continuing here." 

Mr. Amyatt, the Chief of Patna, had written 
to Clive, expressing his fear for the continued 
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tranquillity of the country. Clive, in his answer*, 
observes, " Your reflections on the situation of 
affairs in general are very just. I make no 
doubt but the troubles will begin again in the 
North. The Nabob will be here in a few days, 
and I shall advise him to take the field, the instant 
the weather will permit. He will have a party 
of our troops with him, and, if it should be ne- 
cessary, I will accompany him myself. * Venienti 
occurrite morbo,* is the advice given by all phy- 
sicians ; and if the Nabob settles the Pumeah 
country, and then marches to the pass of Ter- 
riaguUy, the evil-minded will be overawed, and 
probably your province of Bahar may remain 
quiet and in peace." 

The arrival of the Dutch armament, while it 
prevented the proposed march of the Nabob, 
gave encouragement to the Shah Zada to repeat 
his invasion of Bahar. Clive received advices 
of his movement in January, I76O, when at 
Moorshedabad on a farewell visit to the Nabob ; 
but he appears to have had no alarm for the re- 
sult, as Major Caillaud (whom the Madras Go- 
vernment had at his request sent to command in 
Bengal) had arrived with a considerable rein- 
forcement of troops, and Colonel Forde's de- 
tachment was daily expected. Besides being 

• 7th of September, 1759. 
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confident in the Commander, and in the number 
and quality of the troops, Clive had every re- 
liance upon Ram Narrain ; whose fidelity, how- 
ever, he thought it proper on thi^ occasion to 
fortify, by repeating his solemn assur^npes of 
protectiou. 

" You will deliver the inclosed (he writes • 
to Mr. Amyatt), " which is an encouraging 
letter to Ram Narrain ; and at the same time 
assure him yourself from me, that he may de- 
pend upon my taking care of his interests ; and 
that I will recommend him in so strong a manner 
to the protection of Major Caillaud, who has 
now the command of the English forces, that he 
may look upon himself as safe from any danger 
as if I myself were at their head. 

" Our forces move to Ghyreebaug to-morrow j 
and in a few days, I hope, will proceed as far a3 
Rajamahul at least, and further, should it be 
found necessary. There has been sonae dispute^ 
between the father and son, who should go upon 
this expedition. I have thought it necessary to 
come to the city to adjust this afiair amicably^ 
and I believe the old man will make the cam- 
paign himself. 

" The force with the Shah Zada is so incon- 
siderable, that you can have nothing to fear 

♦ 7th of January, 1760. 
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from him in your parts; and Ram Narrain's 
troops with our detachment is an overmatch, I 
am well persuaded, for any number the unfor- 
tunate Prince can bring into the field." 

dive's instructions to Major Caillaud are short, 
but decisive, as to his opinion that no serious 
danger was to be apprehended. " I have this 
morning" (he writes *) « received advice by a 
letter of Ram Narrain to the Nabob ; that Suraj- 
u-Dowlah was preparing to enter these provinces 
in support of the Shah Zada. I have, therefore, 
ordered two hundred men, in addition to the re- 
inforcement this day despatched to you, to be in 
readiness to proceed after you. When these 
have joined you, with the troops you already 
have, proceed with all expedition in conjunction 
with the Ghuta t Nabob, settle matters with the 
Purneah Nabob, and then endeavour to come up 
with the Shah Zada before his party have gained 
head, and before Suraj-u-Dowlah, should he 
really have such intentions, can join him. If 
you meet with the Prince, I am persuaded you 
will give a good account of him ; and that the 
check he will receive will deter others from 
making any incursions into the Nabob's do- 
minions." 

Clive returned from Moorshedabad, and after 

♦ 22d of January, 1760. f Meeran. 
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remaining a few weeks at Calcutta^ he embarked 
for England. He was succeeded by Mr. Hol- 
well, who, however, was soon superseded by Mr. 
Vansittart, (a member of the Council at Fort 
St. George,) with whom Clive had long been in 
terms of intimate friendship, and of whose inte- 
grity and abilities he had so high an opinion, 
that he earnestly recommended the Directors to 
appoint him to the government of Bengal. Mr. 
Vansittart states in several letters from Madras, 
that all his expectations of attaining that station 
rested on Clive, whose solicitude on this point 
appears to have been very great. 

" I am preparing for you," (he observes in a 
letter to Mr. Vansittart*,) " many papers and 
accounts, which will give you some insight into 
the affairs of this province, and of our great con- 
sequence at this juncture in Hindustan. As I 
have fixed upon you for this Government, it is 
necessary you should know how glorious a go- 
vernment it may prove for you and the Company. 
I hope to God, my interest in England will not 
fail me. I tremble when I think of the fatal 
consequences of such a mercenary man as * * *. 

" The expected reinforcements," (Clive adds) 
" will in my opinion put Bengal out of all dan- 
ger but that of venality and corruption." 

• 20th of October, 1759- 
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I have before noticed Clive's exertions in 
favour of Mr. Sulivan. In one of his letters to 
that Gentleman, he congratulates him upon his 
becoming a Director, and assures him he will give 
him all his interest, " Because,*' (he observes) " I 
was always of opinion the Compan)r's affairs could 
never be carried on to advantage, but under the 
management of one of those gentlemen who 
brought home with them a just knowledge of 
India, acquired by many years' experience.'* 

In the same letter, Clive gives his opinion as 
to the future importance of Bengal, and the 
measures best calculated to secure the greatest 
benefits from that rich country. He also ex- 
presses his sentiments in the freest manner, as 
to the character of the public servants best qua- 
Ufied to fill high stations in India. I cannot re- 
frain from quotiftg the concluding paragraphs of 
this able letter. 

"As the Company's privileges," (he observes,) 
" have been greatly extended, so ought iheir 
views also ; to conduct and carry on the affairs 
of Bengal to advantage, not only requires ser- 
vants of ability, but many of them. 

" Mr. Watts, I think, has not had that justice 
done to his merit which his services at Moorshe- 
dabad, and since, have deserved; therefore I 
cannot blame him for resigning. It was with 
much diflSculty I prevailed upon Messrs. Man- 
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ningham and Frankland to give me their assist- 
ance another year. They may, I believe, be 
prevailed upon to stay still longer. 

" Mr. • * ♦ * has talents, but I fear wants 
a heart, therefore unfit to preside where integrity 
as well as capacity are equally essential. Those 
who are more immediately to supply the vacant 
seats of this Board I dare not recommend to you, 
(Mr. Sumner excepted,) and I think it a duty 
I owe to my employers to call your remem- 
brance to Messrs. Vansittart and Dupr6, two 
gentlemen whose abilities and integrity would 
do credit to any employ. The merit of the 
former shines with so peculiar and bright a lustre, 
as must make his services coveted by every well- 
wisher to the Company ; and they cannot shine 
in my opinion to greater advantage than at the 
Council Board of Calcutta. The Rev. Mr. 
Palk, without regard to his cloth, was deemed 
worthy of a seat in the Committee at Madras. 
Mr. FuUerton is not less so, and may be of equal 
utility in Bengal. 

" There is not a gentleman on this side of the 
Cape so well qualified to be your Major as Cap- 
tain Caillaud ; it is hard to say, whether his 
abilities or zeal for your service be greater. I 
know not one so equal to the task of carrying on 
a part or the whole of my designs, under the 
direction of a President and Council, as that 
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gentleman. If any accident should happen to 
him, or he should choose to remain on the coast, 
let me recommend as a fit person to succeed 
him Captain Carnac ; I have had an opportu- 
nity of studying him, and can assure you he is 
master of an excellent heart, and of talents, in 
the military way, sufficient to do honour to his 
employers. I believe this gentleman will be 
recommended to you by Colonel Lawrence, and 
other hands, which will serve to illustrate my 
account of him. 

" I can declare to you. Sir, with great truth 
and sincerity, I have no other attachment to 
particular persons than what their capacity of 
serving the Company entitles them to. As I am 
independent in my circumstances, so am I in my 
affections, where the good of the service calls 
upon me to be so ; and I should never have given 
Mr. Sulivan the trouble of reading this letter, if 
I was not convinced he would look upon every 
syllable of it as proceeding from the dictates of 
a heart full of zeal and gratitude for the Com- 
pany/' 

Mr. Sulivan had warmly congratulated Clive* 

* The letter of congratulation, from Mr. Sulivan, is dated 
the 20th of February, 1758. The following are the con- 
cluding paragraphs : — " If your health would allow of a stay 
sufficient to fix the government of Calcutta (recovered and 
infinitely extended by Col. Clive) on a solid and lasting basis, 
the Company are deeply interested in their wishes that you 
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upon his successes in Bengal ; and I have great 
isatisfaction in giving that gentleman's answer to 
dive's letter just quoted ; first, as it proves the 
congeniality of their views ; and, secondly, as it 
conveys, in the most unqualified manner, a full 
approbation of Clive's conduct, as far as that was 
within the knowledge of Mr. Sulivan, and that 
gentleman could have been ignorant of no facts 
of any importance, except, perhaps, the grant of 
the Jaghire. 

This letter is as follows : — 

" Sir, 
" As there is a possibility you may still remain 
at Calcutta to cherish and protect your own off- 
spring, which certainly had been sacrificed with- 
out your presence, I shall just confess the receipt 
of your friendly and confidential letter ; and 
every essential part is, or will be, carried into 
execution. The many judicious reflections you 
have made coincide with my own sentiments ; 
and Mr. Vansittart, so justly your favourite, will, 
I hope, firmly establish this great and noble 
settlement. 



would remain to cherish and establish this noble colony be- 
yond the reach of danger. But should your own preservation 
determine a return to your native country, may you live to 
receive the personal thanks of your employers, together with 
higher honours intended you." 
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" By our last advices, your situation was 
critical indeed ; but I trust the same Providence 
that has hitherto so wonderfully protected you, 
has extricated you from that new labyrinth of 
dangers. 

" I cannot conclude without confessing my- 
self much obliged for your good opinion of my 
disinterested intentions. The Company have 
certainly a gratefiil sense of their obligations to 
Colonel Clive, and I hope ever to be esteemed, 
"Sk, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) " Law. Sulivan. 

" To Col. Clive. 
^ London, 7th Dec. 1759." 

Clive, though he saw no immediate danger in 
the actual state of affairs at the period of his 
departure, indulged no hope of the continued 
tranquillity of the country. It was his decided 
opinion, that in India, peace could only be made 
and preserved by our maintaining a strong and 
commanding military force. All his sentiments 
on this subject are summed up in the following 
short paragraph of a private letter to Mr. Stephen 
Law, one of the leading Directors. 

" Peace,'' (he observes ♦,) " is the most valu- 

* 29th of December, 1758. 
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able of all blessings ; but it must be made sword 
in hand in this country, if we mean to preserve 
our possessions. There is no alternative ; either 
every thing in India must be reduced to their 
first principles, or such a standing force kept up, 
as may oblige the Musselmans literally to execute 
their treaties/* 

Clive sailed from India on the 25th day of 
February, I76O, rich both in fortune and in 
fame, far beyond any European who had ever 
visited that country. His departure was viewed 
with regret by many, and with apprehension by 
all who were interested in the prosperity of the 
British nation. He left a blank that could not 
be filled up. " It appeared,*' (to use the strong 
and expressive language of a contemporary ob- 
server,) " as if the soul was departing from the 
body of the Government of Bengal. 
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CHAP. XL 

However important the public services of in- 
clividuals may be, however entitled to the notice 
and gratitude of their country, their reputation 
will lose much of its lustre, or receive additional 
s{^ndour, from the tenor of their conduct in the 
different relations of private life. Speculative 
men may argue, that, if a statesman by his wise 
counsels, or a general by his military talents, 
promote the interests and glory of his country, 
it is of litde consequence whether he is moral 
and virtuous. But such a conclusion is unjust : 
for men who attain distinction, by becoming ob- 
jects of imitation, do infinite good or harm in 
the community to which they belong, by the in- 
fluence ' of their example. Few can hope to 
emulate their higher qualities ; but their failings 
and imperfections are within the reach of every 
one, and are copied by the lowest, in the belief 
that they thereby approximate themselves to 
him whom the public voice has raised to such 
celebrity. This influence over society renders 
such persons far more responsible than ordinary 
men, for every action, and becomes therefore 
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one test by which public characters must be 
tried. There is, indeed, no way in which we 
can more satisfactorily confirm our opinion of 
the superiority of an individual, than by accom- 
panying him into the walks of private life j for 
we may be assured that no stronger proof of his 
just title to pre-eminence can be obtained, than 
his not being intoxicated with his own elevation, 
and its effecting no alteration in his personal 
habits, or in the ties of family or of friendship j 
while, on the other hand, we may pronounce, 
that he who does not contemplate unchanged 
and undisturbed his own feme and fortune, is 
deficient in that simplicity and strength of mind, 
which are the most essential of all attributes in 
the composition of a truly great character. 

If there be justice in these remarks, the 
general historian even should not lightly pass 
over the incidents of the private life of those 
eminent men whose public deeds it is his duty to 
record ; but with the biographer such facts are 
of essential importance, not only as they deve- 
lope the character of the subject of his biography, 
but as they establish or contradict the sincerity 
and truth of the alleged motives and principles 
of his public acts. I am very anxious to do 
justice to this part of my task, which for the 
sake of perspicuity I have separated from those 
official details, which have hitherto occupied so 

VOL. II. L 
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mudi of our attention* I can only hope the 
reader will experience the same satisfaction that 
I have had, in escaping for a time from the de* 
scription of battles* sieg^» crimes, and intrigues, 
to the less brilliant, though more pleasing sub* 
ject of domestic habits, and the formation and 
maintenance of those ties of love and friendship 
which form the bonds of human society. 

I have already spoken of the youth of Clive. 
In the review of his private life in this chapter 
I shall limit myself to the period which elapsed 
from his leaving England in 17^6, until his re- 
turn to that country in I76O. 

During his short visit to England in 17<53> 
Clive appears not only to have revived all his 
femily connections, but to have extended very 
considerably the circle of his personal friends ; 
and on his return to India, we discover that he 
numbered amongst his correspondents men of 
the first rank in his native land. Many of his 
private letters are addressed to Lord Barrington, 
the Chancellor*, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Mr. Henry Fox. 

To the first of these noblemen, who was Secre- 
tary at War, Clive, in a letter under date the 
2Sd of February, 1757* acknowledges himself 
under obligations for many marks of friendship, 

* Lord NcrthiiigUm. 
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and particularly for his aid ** in the election of 
Mitchell." To Mr. Henry Fox he owns him- 
self indebted for much kindness ; and he em« 
phatically addresses him as the *' patron and 
protector of the East India Company/' He 
writes* to the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Lord Chancellor in terms which show that 
he had been honoured with their particular no- 
tice and kindness during his short residence in 
England. 

Clive was in Parliament, but only for a few 
months ; during which period, though on friendly 
terms with some members of the administration, 
he appears, as far as he engaged in public affairs, 
to have been in opposition to the King's minis- 
ters, t It is very evident, from the letters of hisr 
&ther at this period, that though he was disap- 
pointed t, he had established some political in« 

* 2Sd of February, 1757. 
^ i JnsL letter from Mr. Richard Clive, dated 18th of April, 
1755, we find this subject mentioned. " I was glad," he 
writes to his bod, <^ to hear from you last post ; and though 
you banter me about the election at Dorer, I thinks as you 
are so near, and the electors so well disposed to oppose the 
ministry, you have a fair opportunity to disappoint the Dnke 
of Newcastle ; and after you are elected you can proceed on 
your voyage." 

X Mr. Richard Clive, in a letter to his son on the 22d of 
December, 1756, expresses his sentiments on this subject 
with all the warmth and partiality of a father. << Before I 
left London," he observes, *^ the Duke of Newcastle repeated 

L 2 
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fluence ; for the Duke of Newcastle, before he 
resigned the situation of Prime Minister, ex- 
pressed himself most anxious to give his father a 
situation; and though this promise was never 
performed, the solicitude the Minister showed 
on this and other occasions to conciliate Clive's 
friendship and support, could only have pro- 
ceeded from an impression of his talent, as he 
had at this time nothing that could give him any 
influence on the ground of wealth. 

Though Clive's fortune was not large when 
he returned to England, he had realised, from 
his prize-money, and from the emoluments of the 
civil and military stations he had filled, a com- 
petence which would have satisfied a less aspi- 
ring mind ; but he never seems to have even 
cont^nplated retirement from public life. Such 
a step, indeed, was neither consistent with his 
ambition, nor the generosity of his disposition. 
His first use of his wealth was to place all his 



his promise to do for me ; and the last time I saw him, he told 
me it must be something in my own way.<^ I have little ex- 
pectation, especially at this time of life : but the great and 
solid satisfaction I enjoy is to think I have a son, who is a 
benefactor to the public, as well as his own private relations ; 
and though you may not have met with what might have 
been expected from your countrymen, 't is no discredit to 
you, but a reflection on them never to be erased.*" 



» The law. 
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&mily (and above all, his parents,) in a state of 
comfortable independence. He greatly added 
to the joy of his father, by appropriating a part 
of his fortune to save the &mily estate of Styche> 
to relieve which, he probably advanced its full 
value, as we find that it was transferred to him.* 
His father was delighted at his son becoming 
the owner of this property. This we see from 
many letters ; and in one t> written after Clive 
had sailed for India, he informs him that he 
had been at " the old place, which,'* he adds, 
'^ I always loved» and have kept the walls from 
tumbling, in hopes of seeing the new]^landl(Mxl 
come and take possession.'' 

Clive appears himself to have been quite alive 
to all those &.mily and local feelings, which have 
great value as associated with the earliest and 
most vivid of our recollections and affections. 
To judge from his private correspondence, no 
man ever more cherished such ties ; for during 
the busiest periods of his public life, his letters 
continually refer to his relations and to the 
scenes of his boyhood ; but above iall, he speaks 
of old Styche with a fond familiarity that con- 
veys an idea of the pleasure he must have had 
in becoming its possessor. Many of his letters 

* The transfer of the title-deeds of Styche is stated in his 
father's letter of the 22d of July, 1756. 
t 22d of December, 1756. 

L 3 
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upon these subjects are addressed to his father, 
by whose answer to one of them we may judge 
of the tone in which they were written. ♦^ Your 
letter,'' he observes, alluding to himself, '^ made 
the iM man drop teajrs of joy, that you stiH 
survive with honour and success. May you go 
on and prosper I " 

Clive did not remain two years in England. 
When he returned to India, accompanied by his 
lady, they Idft two infant boys; the eldest^ 
Edward, is the present Lord Powis ; the second, 
Richard, died shortly after the departure of his 
parents. 

The great generosity of Clive to every branch 
of his family during this short visit to his native 
country, together with the manner in which 
he lived, and the expenses of his election^ 
greatly diminished his property * ; and it would 
seem from his agent's letters, that he had not, 
wh^i he returned to India, more than three 

* In a lettar frodn his father, dated 22d ^ Deeember, 
1756> we find the following curious account of the sale, of 
Clive's establishment : — 

« The coach - - £^ Q Q 

" Pair of hwses - - 40 

" A grey riding horse - 12 12 

^ One horse broke his neck ; anotlier fell backwards ; and 
one pair kept to go in a chaise.*' 

From this statement of property, we infer that Clive, while 
in England, must have lived very expensively. 
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thousand pounds of money **^ the interest of 
which^ together with a small annuity he had pur- 
chased, he directed to be given to his father t, 
whose lett^s are full of gratitude for the com- 
fort given to his declining age by the liberality 
of bis son« 

" I am entirely obliged to you/* be ob* 
serves t, in one of these now before me, " for 
the comfortable subsistence I may expect from 
yoxu- generosity^ if I should live a few years 
longer^ If among the dead, dori't forget the 
old place of our nativity ; but let Ned § reside 
there. If the Judge || does not take hi no, (as I 
think he will, if h^r Ladyship pleases,) he will 
SK>on be with us, and will divert me in the de- 
cline of life« I shall be desirous of living a little 
longer, in hopes of seeing the joyful day wh«n 
you and my daughter return to England i btct 
whatever events may happen before that time, 
God only knows, to whose pleasure I desire to 
submit'' 

The bouse of Styche had been given by CHve 
as a residence to his? uncle, Mr* Robert Clive, 

* This is independent of the sum he had paid for Styche* 

f This appears, from Clivers letter to his agent, Mr. King, 
6f 6th of October, 1756. 

X 29th of April, 1755. 

§ Lord Powis. 

II Sir Edward Clive, a near relation, who always acted as 
one of Clive's agents. 

L 4 
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who» with the other branches of the fsitnily, ap- 
pears to have taken an interest in its being im- 
proved and beautified. I cannot refrain from 
making an extract from one of his letters on 
the subject 

" Things go on/' he writes *, " as usual at 
Stychi, and I enjoy a very comfortable existence, 
under your roof. My income enables me to keep 
house while the family are in town ; and when 
they come down, I am glad to see them. Aunt 
Fanny is with me this winter. I am in hopes of 
seeing you here again, and your most amiable 
lady, to whom I beg my most affectionate com- 
pliments. O that these next ships might bring 
you over I But I am well assured, your desire 
is towards your native country and your friends, 
and that you will be with us as soon as you can. 
Styche is now leased to a tenant ; but as the term 
is expired within about two years, I think it will 
be better not to renew it but only from year to 
year, that you may be able to make such alter- 
ations as you please when you come to England. 
Mr. Mackworth has consented to our having a 
road over the meadows, and we have built a 
bridge for that purpose, which is a great con- 
venience ; many more might be thought of and 
had, were you here with one of Rajah Dowlah'a 
millions. In the mean time, if you think of any 

• 27tb of December, 1757. 
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thing that you would have done^ I dhall think 
myself honoured by a commission from you/' 

CliVe's return to India in 1755, and the suc- 
cesses which attended him during the three 
following years, attracted more of the public 
notice from being contrasted with the reverses 
which had attended the British arms in £urope 
and America during this unpropitious period* 

The success at Gheriah even, which (had the 
public mind not been full of disappointment) 
would probably not have been menti(Miedy was 
spoken of in all the newspapers of the day as 
an achievement of importance. 

Mr. Smyth King, in a letter to Clive ♦, ob- 
serves, when alluding to this event j " The news 
of your success could not have reached England 
at a season more advantageous for the increase of 
your reputation ; a season in which there was a 
general clamour and indignation for the igno* 
miny that had been brought on our arms by the 
losses in the Mediterranean and North America, 
of which you will hear so much : I need not say 
any tibing. The consequence has been driving 
out all the Ministry, Duke of Newcastle, Lord 
Chancellor, Mr. Fox, &c. &c. Mr. Pitt, and a 
new set in the Treasury and Admiralty, are now 
the steersmen : they have set out well at the 
opening of Parliament : how long they will con- 

* 27tfi of December, 1756. 
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tittue In the good course, time will show. You 
will e^ily imagine bow opportime and giateful 
the taking Of Gheriah was, notwithstanding the 
distance of the place, and its not being so getie- 
rally known. Cc^onel Clive was again in all the 
newsp^^rs.^ I believe you have made a maxim 
of what I have somewhere read, that ' a man 
who has got himself a great name should every 
now smd then strike some coup cPSclatj to keep 
up the admiration of the people/ " 

The capture of Calcutta, the taking of Chan- 
demagore, the battle of Plassey, and the de-^ 
thronement and death of Suraj-u-Dowlah, with 
the elevation o£ Meet Jaffier, were events which, 
at any time, would have excited attention ; but 
the impressi<m tbey made was greatly increased 
by the depressed state of the public mind at the 
moment when intelligence of their occurrence 
reached England. They were hailed by all ranks» 
as redeeming, in some degree, the national /epu^ 
tation that had been lost in other quarters of the 
globe. 

We meet, in a letter from his friend Mr. King, 
a concise and vivid description of the causes 
which combined at this period to raise Clive's 
fame in England* 

" You are too well assured," that gentleman^ 
observes *, " of the joy I must have felt at the 

* 2d of November, 1757. 
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news of your great actions, for me to profess it : 
they can add nothing to my admiration of your 
military capacity, which was at the height, with 
what you had achieved for several years. I can 
only tell you, what your love to your country 
win make you sorry for, that your conduct shines 
with a peculiar brightness, from the unglorioos 
doings of our leadens of armies and admirals of 
fleets in Europe } and that the name of a Clive 
is made use of in the public papers to reproach 
and stimulate his superiors in rank, but not in 
&aie. That yoa may judge how little we have to 
boast of at honie, I will give you a compendinm 
of our exj^oits since the beginning of the war; 

^^ You akeody know Minorca is taken, fot 
which Admiral Byng was shot, and Blakeney, 
who defended it^ adorned with a title and a 
riband, though it is at this time undetermined 
whe&er his merit or demerit was the greaten 
LcHrd Loudon went to America last year, with a 
great number of troops and a strong fleets AU 
that we have heard from thence is, that the 
French have taken several of our forts, but that 
we have takea none o£ theirs, nor otherwise in- 
commoded them. 

** The Duke of Cumberland, in the beginning 
of the summer, put himself at the head of a 
German army, to defend the Electorate of 
Hanover; but after the loss of a battle, and 
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being driven from post to post, was necessitated 
to capitulate with the French General, Duke de 
Richelieu, and signed a convention, whereby 
those favourite dominions are to be possessed by 
the French King till he shall think proper to 
evacuate them. His Royal Highness, a few 
days after his arrival in England, resigned all his 
commissions. Ligonier is made Commander-in- 
chief of the army. Less than two months ago, a 
fleet of about thirty ships of the line, commanded 
by three admirals, attended with a number of 
transports, carrying ten thousand land forces 
and three general officers, a noble train of artil- 
lery, and every thing proportionable, sailed upon 
a secret expedition ; so secret, that it was never 
divulged, till this pompous armada of near a 
hundred sail arrived at Spithead, then was it 
known that the design had been against Ro* 
chelle ; but that, after holding counciLs of war 
for five days, in sight of the coast, it was judged 
proper to sail home again and attempt nothing, 
for the Isle of Aix may be called nothing. Thus 
has a million been expended to set the people in 
an uproar. The Parliament is to meet in a forl> 
night ; when it is expected they will find out, 
as Shakspeare says, — 

" * The cause of this effect, 
Or rather say, the cause of this defect, 
For this effect defective comes by cause I ' *' 
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The name of Clive was beard every where : 
we are assured the King himself spoke of the 
Indian hero in the most flattering terms. Lord 
Ligonier asked his Majesty, " Whether the young 
Lord Dunmore might go as a volunteer to the 
army of the King of Prussia ? *' Leave was re- 
fused. ** May he not join the Duke of Bruns- 
wick?" was the next request. " Pshaw I " said 
the King, " what can he learn there ? If he 
want to learn the art of war, let him go to 
Clive 1''* 

But a higher honour was reserved for Clive, 
and one he valued more than all others. His 
name was not only brought forward, but held 
forth as an example, by the celebrated William 
PitL That statesman, in his speech on the 
Mutiny Bill, after adverting to the late disgraces 
which had attended the British arms, said, " We 
had lost our glory, honour, and reputation every 
where but in India. There the country had a 
heaven-bom general who had never learned the 
art of war, nor was his name enrolled among the 
great oflicers who had for many years received 
their country's pay. Yet was he not afraid to 
attack a numerous army with a handful of men.** 
Afler this he drew a character of Clive, which 
excited the admiration of every one, but above 

* Extract of Mr, R. Clive's letter to hig son, 1st of 
January, 1758. 
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all, of the father of the distinguished individual 
whose name was honoured by such praise^ The 
above extract of Mr. Pittas panegyric is from his 
letter to his son *, which is written in the pride 
of his heart, and concludes in the following 
words : " Thus you are, with truth, hquour* 
ably spoke of throughout this nation : may you 
continue to be so, till you return to your native 
country, and to the embraces of an aged father 1'* 

Clive, in 1758, had written to his father to try 
whether he could not obtain the appointment of 
General Governor of India* I do not find among 
his manuscripts any copy of his letter on tliis 
subject, which is to be regretted, as the notice 
taken of the suggestion by his friends proves, 
that his clear and penetrating mind saw, and 
desired to avert, the evils which were likely to 
result from the three presidencies (extaidedas 
our connections with native states had become) 
continuing to be ruled by distinct and independ- 
ent authorities. 

Clive's friends in England, to whom his father 
referred for advice, were of opinion that the 
proposition would never be entertained by the 
Court of Directors, and that regard for his in- 
terest should prevent its being made* There was 
another reason for not agitating this question. 

* 6th of December, 1757. 
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A inotioii ^ had some time before been brought 
forward in the Court of ProprietOTS, to give 
Clive a sum of 6000/*, which was opposed on the 
grcMiad of his having sufficient opportunities of 
acquiring fortune in the course of the service. 
This had occurred before the news of the battle 
of Plassey reached England. The reputation 
which that and subsequent events gave Clive 
with the nation, and with his Majesty's ministers, 
excited a spirit of jealousy amongst some of the 
Directors. His father informs him that several 
leading men in the India House appeared of-* 
fended at the recommendations they had received 
of him from persons of high rank and members 
of administration. 

Clive knew the world, and was fully aware of 
the feelings which his success was likely to pro- 
duce ; and judged wisely that his prospects of 
future notice and reward might be impeded, in- 
stead of being promoted, by the imprudent zeal* 
of his friends. He was particularly apprehensive 
of the effects of the natural feelings of his father, 
and wrote to Mr. Belchier, one of his agents, to 
endeavour to rejNress the old gentleman's desire 



* Mr. King, who highly disapproved of this attempt, in- 
forms Clive that the motion was made by a Plroprietor at the 
suggestion of his father, but withdrawn on seeing it was not 
relished by the Directors. 
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to intrude ihe merits of his soa upon all tke 
great mesk of the land* 

*< As this good news/* he observes*, "may 
set my j&ther upon exerting himself too much, 
and paying too many visits to the Duke of New- 
castle» Mr« Fox» and other great men, I desire 
you will endeavour to moderate his expectations; 
for although I intend getting into Parliament, and 
have hopes of being taken some notice of by his 
Majesty, yet, you know, the merit of all actions 
is greatly lessened by behig too much boasted 
of. I know my father's disposition leads this 
way, which proceeds from his affection for me/* 

It was not easy, however, to moderate either 
the language or the expectations of a fath^ 
whose pride in the public services of bis son, 
though great, was exceeded by the admiration 
and gratitude with which he viewed the conduct 
of one, whose ties of duty and of love for his 
parents and family appeared to gain additional 
strength as he advanced in riches and in fame, 
and who seemed to place his chief happiness in 
making those for whom he cherished r^ard or 
affection participators in his own good fortune* 

The moment, indeed, Clive found himself, 
from unexpected events, abounding in wealth, 
his first object was to impart comfort to all who 

* Letter to Mr. Belchier, 21st of August, ll57. 
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had claims upon him, either from kindred or 
friendship* His gifts, though liberal, had in them 
no spirit of prodigality. They were adapted 
with judgment to the wants and dispositions of 
those on whom they were bestowed : but it wa» 
the manner, even more than the substance, of 
his acts which gave them value with those who 
loved him. His correspondence with his family 
and friends will aiFord the best evidence of this 
fiict 

Clive, in a letter * to his father, written shortly 
after the battle of Plassey, giving him an account 
of the events which had occurred from the cap- 
ture of Chandernagore till the enthronement of 
Meer Jaffier, informs him, that the Nabob's ge- 
nerosity will enable him to live in his native 
country, in a manner much beyond his most 
sanguine expectation, 

" I have ordered,*' he states in this letter, 
** 2000/. to each t of my sisters, and shall take 
care of my brothers in due time. I would advise 
the lasses to marry as soon as possible, for 
they have no time to lose. There is no occasion 
for you following the law any more : but more 

* 9th of August, 1757. 

f In Olive's letter to his agents, of the 21st of August, 
1757, he directs 2000^. to be paid to each of his five sisters, 
Rebecca, Sarah, Judith, Frances, and Anne : this amount to 
be given for their use for ever. 

VOL. II. M 
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of this when I have the pleasure of seeing 
ybu, which, I hope, will be in twelve or fourteen 
montlis." 

" You may order the Rector* to get every 
thing ready for the reparation of old Styche. 
I shall bring his brother home with 15,000/., 
and also Mrs. Clivers brother. If I can get 
into Parliament, I shall be very glad; but no 
more struggles against ministry : I choose to be 
with them. 

" Mrs. Clive will write my mother at large. 
My kind wishes attend her, not forgetting my 
brothers and sisters.*' 

When Clive resolved, as has elsewhere been 
stated, to defer his departure for England, he 
directed his agents to add to the allowance 
before given to his father and mother the sum 
of 500/. per annum, and to keep a coach for 
them t : he also desired them to pay 25/. per an- 
num to each of his four aunts, and to two of Mrs. 
Clive's, to whose other relations in England he 
gave liberal assistance. For her brother. Cap- 
tain Maskelyne, who was on the Madras esta- 
blishment, Clive cherished a very sincere regard; 
but I should conclude, from what appears in the 

* The Reverend Mr. Clive, his cousin. 

f This order is repeated as one some time before given 
in a letter to Sir Edward Clive, Bart, and his other agents, 
dated 9th of November, 1758. 
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manuscripts in my possession that, though a 
pleasant and respectable gentleman. Captain 
Maskelyne had little talent as an officer. His 
conduct to part of the Nabob's family, while 
commanding at Arcot, had been severely con- 
demned by Mr. Pigot. We find amongst his 
letters to his brother-in-law an indignant remon- 
strance against the treatment he had met with 
from the Governor, who also wrote Clive fully 
upon the subject The latter in his reply * to 
Mr. Pigot states the great uneasiness which the 
circumstance had caused him, but adds, that 
he derived consolation from the belief, that it 
entirely proceeded from an error of judgment. 
This instance, added to others, proves that, 
though the title to Clive's regard rested more 
upon the heart than the head of the individual 
by whom it was possessed, yet he was rigid in 
his principle of never nominating any one to 
public station whose qualities did not fit him 
to perform its duties. He regretted, as is shown 
by his letters, that Captain Maskelyne did not 
accompany him to Bengal, as a member of his 
family ; but, instead of appointing him to one 
of the many high and lucrative stations he had 
in his gift, he recommended him to go to Eng- 
land, and added to his small means what he 

• 25th of December, 1757. 
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deemed necessary to place him in independ- 
ence * : and we are amused with the following 
passage, in a letter t from Clive to his father : — 
" My brother-in-law, Captain Maskelyne, goes 
by this conveyance, and will bring you this : he 
is worth 10,000/. or 11,000/. I beg you will 
assist in settling him in the world, and in getting 
him a good wife." 

In the same letter he observes, " Should you 
have occasion for money to purchase commis- 
sions for my brothers, or to answer any other 
purpose that may be for their advantage, you 
will apply to my attorneys, who I desire may 
supply you accordingly," 

The letter t from Mr. Clive to his son, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of the accounts of his 
success, commences with one of those simple 
but natural bursts of paternal affection that mock 
all imitation. 

" Your last letter," he says, " gave me joy be- 
yond all possibility of expression. The whole 
kingdom is in transports for the glory and suc- 
cess their countryman has gained. Come away, 
and let us rejoice together 1" 

* I have not been able to ascertain the exact amount Clive 
gave Captain Maskelyne, but judge it must have been con- 
siderable from a passage in one of his letters. 

+ 29th of December, 1758. 

X 23d of March, 1758. 
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In a subsequent letter, he dwells with true 
paternal feeling upon the same subject 

" May Heaven," he writes*, " preserve you 
safe to Old England, where not only your friends 
and relations, but strangers who never saw you, 
will congratulate you for the glorious actions 
you have done your country. With what joy 
shall I embrace you I Oh, may I live to see that 
day 1 Your mother and sisters are sitting with 
me round the fire, drinking to your health and 
safe voyage." 

Mr. Clive appears, from his own statement, to 
have been involved in his circumstances, and 
to have felt much distress in becoming such a 
burden to his son. In his answer to the letter 
which informed him of Clivers agents being di- 
rected to give him the additional sum of 500/. 
per annum, and to keep a coach for him, he ob- 
serves t, " I have received your letter of the 9th 
of November, 1758, and am under the greatest 
obligations that ever father was to a son, espe- 
cially in the unhappy circumstances my own 
imprudence and being bound for others hath 
rendered me. Mr. Woolaston, for whom I was 
surety, is now dead; and what he owed the 
government, together with what remained un- 
paid on my account, amount to no less than 

• 23d of December, 1758. f 29th of July, 1759. 
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9000/. more than we have to pay. The Trea- 
sury, by direction of the Duke of Newcastle, 
have postponed the payment to a future day; 
but I fear that day will come before you arrive 
in England ; and when you come, what pretence 
have I to expect or desire you should set me 
free, when I have already had your benevolence 
in so extraordinary a manner? Thank God you 
have so much in your power I Let us live on a 
fifth part of what you have so generously allowed 
me. If I am free, I shall be content; and, 
while I live, bless Providence, and pray for the 
increase of your happiness, who have saved a 
distressed family from utter ruin/^ 

The letters from Clive's mother breathe the 
truest maternal affection. Her warmest grati- 
tude is expressed for that comfort which he has 
diffused throughout all his family, and above all, 
as the old lady states, for his great kindness to 
" her girls.** 

The greater part of the letters from Clive*s 
mother and sisters, subsequent to his marriage, 
are addressed to Mrs. Clive, but docketed by 
himself, and placed among his own papers; a 
proof of the value he attached to the feelings 
which they expressed. They contain the com- 
mon topics of such correspondence, marked with 
a feeling of the warmest affection for one who, 
amid all his public avocations, was continually 
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affording them proofs of his love and attach- 
ment. Towards Mrs. Clive there appears to 
have been but one sentiment throughout the 
family : all speak of her constant attention and 
kindness with gratitude, and appear to rejoice as 
much in their brother's happiness in the mar- 
ried state, as in the other instances of his good 
fortune. 

Besides occasional acts of generosity, Clive 
continued incessant in his endeavours to render 
happy, by his regard and attention, every branch 
of his family, however distant. In this he was 
wholly disinterested, for none of them (except, 
perhaps. Sir Edward Clive) were in a situation 
to afford him the slightest aid ; but they gave 
him, what he more valued, tlieir gratitude and 
affection. 

The impressions produced by his conduct 
towards every one with whom he was connected 
cannot be better shown than by inserting some 
short extracts from the entertaining letters of one 
of his female cousins * to Mrs. Clive in India. 

" I don't know what title I must give you 
now t, but I am sure I may say, * To the agreeable 
Mrs. Clive.* I have always wrote whenever I 
heard the ships sailed, and by Captain TuUy and 
Mr. King. Ill fate for you and me, that so many 

• Miss Sarah Clive t 26th of Deoemb^, 1758. 
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fine thoughts shoold be sent to the bottom of 
the seal Neptune will be quite entertained. 
As to the name of Clive above ground, the 
Colonel has made it so famous, that it is the 
only comfort I have in still being a Clive. 
******* He is in the highest esteem in 
this part of the world, and does honcmr to all 
his relations. * * * * Your father, my cousin 
Clive, dined with us yesterday, and read, or 
tried to read, one of the Colonel's letters ; but 
his joy, with tenderness at the thoughts of such 
a son, made him burst twice into tears be- 
fore he could go on. Is it to be wondered at ? 
for sure it must be a pleasure so great, the 
strongest mind must be greatly affected. Well, 
I sincerely wish you all safe on your native shore, 
with your bags of money, and bushels of dia- 
monds; with the Eastern Prince the Colonel 
is so good as to say he will get for me. I caa^t 
possibly refuse him. I have a taste to be a 
princess. As to Captain Clack, you are so good 
to think of for me, if this Prince dcm't care to 
take so long a voyage, don't leave the Captain 
behind. The war makes men very scarce. He 
shall talk for ever, and I for ever have patience. 
I have been in town a fortnight, at two plays ; 
one, a new tragedy somewhat resembUng the 
story of The Children in the Wood. Did you 
ever read that old ballad? Garrick is in as 
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much vogue as ever ; operas at a low ebb. I sup- 
pose you are a complete mistress of harmony. 

" I hope you will never receive this letter : 
not that I don't think it very clever ; but I wish 
the Colonel and all his &mily may be in a ship, 
the sails filled with most prosperous gales, that 
will, soon as possible, send you safe to your own 
country and friends ; one of whom I hope ever 
to be styled, which will always be a pleasure to 
your sincere and affectionate cousin/' 

We meet the following passage in another 
letter from this lady, which appears to have been 
written about the same period (for, like many 
ladies' letters, it has no date.) 

^ I have a thousand tilings to say to you, and 
but a moment's time. I find the bearer of this 
is a painter ; hope the Colonel and you will let 
him take your pictures. I should be glad of 
tbem in miniature. I begin to fear the Colonel 
will not bring me the Eastern Prince till it is 
too late : the bushel of diamonds runs strangely 
in my head. Fanny is going to enter into the 
happy state of matrimony. I have seen the 
lover : upon my word, a pretty, cherry-cheeked, 
agreeable young counsellor. I hear he is called 
to the bar, and will have 500L a year. I wish I 
had been the Colonel's sister; not to detract 
from them ; certainly he is a great advantage to 
his family ; and I believe, after my aunts and 
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myself, that horrid name of old maid will be 
extirpated out of the house of Clive* 

*^ I have still a thousand things to say. 
Apelles is arrived, and must have this letter : I 
don't know, but it may be of service to him, his 
occasioning me to release you. Well, a little 
more* All diversions go on as usual ; a gloomy 
town — general mourning for the Princess of 
Orange ; the linen that is worn is crape, as yellow 
as safiron, and what they call Turkey gauze, that 
looks like sarcenet : a sketch that the world is 
as ridiculous as ever. A most elegant ball at 
Lord Sandwich's I I must not say any more» 
only beg my respects and most sincere love to 
the Colonel. 1 wish for your speedy return to 
England. Pray my love to cousin George, who 
I would virrite to had I a moment, but will in 
the next ship." 

Clive had appointed several of his relations 
and friends joint agents in England ; and he was 
very fortunate in having his near connexion, Sir 
Edward Clive, Bart, (a Judge of circuit), as one 
of them. It appears to have required all that 
gentleman's strictness to prevent his relation suf- 
fering from the bad choice he had made of one 
of his men of business. 

" One of your attorneys," Sir Edward re- 
marks *, " is a man I never can, and never shall, 
* Letter to Clive, 24fth of December, 1759. 
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accord with. I have several things to reveal to 
you when you come home. I believe, in order 
to take care of your interest, and (as I think) to 
protect your property, I must file a bill in 
Chancery. When you arrive, you shall have an 
account of it : I don't think any labour trouble- 
some to serve you, but assure you (and Mr. King 
knows it) I have had a great deal. 

" It is a great pleasure,** adds this respectable 
Judge, ** to know that, considering your father 
and his large family, God Almighty has put it 
into your mind, as well as your power, to make 
him and them happy. Assisting a parent must 
be the. most agreeable sensation to good hearts. 
I happened, in a small way, to have that happy 
opportunity. I call it happy, and it affords me 
many agreeable reflections.*' 

A few months after Clive sailed for India, his 
eldest sister* married Sir James Markham, Bart. ; 
and when he returned, he found that three more 
had entered the matrimonial state, being much 
indebted (if we are to believe their sprightly 
cousin already noticed) for their happy settle- 
ment to the good fortune of having an Indian 
Colonel for their brother. 

Clive never forgot those to whom he was 

* Lady Markham is still alive, and, although upwards of 
ninety, in the enjoyment of all her faculties. 
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in any degree indebted for his advancement. 
Several of his letters are addressed to Mr. 
Chauncey, a gentleman who, though then re- 
tired, had, at one period, taken a very active part 
in Indian aflkirs. In one of these letters*, after 
communicating to him the peace with Suraj-u- 
Dowlah, Clive observes, " If I have been in any 
way instrumental in the late revolution, the 
merit is entirely owing to you, who counte- 
nanced, favoured, and protected me, and was the 
chief cause of my coming to India in a station 
which rendered me capable of serving the Com- 
pany. Accept, Sir, of my gratitude, and sincerest 
wishes for your welfare. May you enjoy the 
blessings of peace and retirement, and may suc- 
cess and every other happiness in this life 
forsake me, when I forget how much I am 
obliged to you 1 " 

er a sense of gratitude had more value 
from being expressed in the moment of victory, 
and from being addressed to an individual who 
had no longer any power of promoting his views. 
I notice such facts, not only because they are 
the truest indications of character, but as they 
accountfor the zeal and attachment which Clive's 
numerous and respectable friends displayed on 
many trying occasions. Neither his wealth nor 
his fame could have inspired such feelings. 

• 23d of February, 1757. 
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Sincerity and warmth of heart alone can kindle 
corresponding sentiments in honourable minds. 

Of Clivers friends in India I have already 
spoken. His ties with them had been formed in 
the course of public service, and remained un- 
broken, except in the rare cases, where he thought 
individuals parted from those principles of action 
upon which Jiis esteem was founded* His deep 
and affectionate gratitude towards Colonel Law- 
rence has been mentioned. His friendship for 
Mr. Pigot remained unchanged: not so that 
for Mr. Orme. We find in one of his father's 
letters an observation upon his being reconciled 
to that gentleman on his return to India in 17^5. 
Mr. Clive expresses his hope, in this letter, that 
Mr. Orme's History would be speedily published, 
as the objections * on account of Mr. Chauncey 
were at an end. 

Clive, though his experience had rendered 
him singularly well acquainted with the character 
of all classes of the natives of India, was very 
little, if at all, versed in the languages of that 
country ; but he appears not only to have been 
xpost solicitous to avail himself of the aid of those 
who had this advantage, but, when he found the 
acquirement accompanied by integrity and talent, 

• What these objections were, or the cause of their ter- 
'mination, is not explained ; but Mr. Clive's letter proves that 
the first part of the history was written before 1755 
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to recommend them, and place them in the high- 
est stations in the service. His notice and 
patronage of Mr. Watts, Mr. Vansittart, and Mr. 
Hastings, aftbrd ample proof of this fact ; and, 
on almost all occasions, public and private, when 
he brings forward the names of those individuals^ 
he adds some observations on the great advan^ 
tages they enjoy over others, from their know- 
ledge of th« languages, the manners, and the 
habits of the people of India. 

During his expedition to Bengal, Clive had 
only one of his relations in his family, Mr. George 
Clive, for whom he cherished a very sincere 
affection. The two persons to whom he appears 
to have been most attached were Mr. Walsh and 
Mr. Luke Scrafton, both civil servants of the 
Company, whose names have been frequently 
mentioned in the course of the narrative. They 
continued through life in habits of the strictest 
intimacy with their friend and patron. Of Mr. 
Walsh, Clive never speaks without expressing 
great respect for his character ; and of his regard 
for Mr. Scrafton, whose lively disposition suited 
his own, we have many proofs* Bad health 
obliging that gentleman to go to Madras, Clive 
wrote by him to Sir George Pocock, in a style 
which evinced his kind and anxious solicitude. 

" The bearer of this*,*' he observes, " Mr. 
• 14th of September, 1759. 
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Luke Scrafton, is a young fellow of great worth 
and honour. Much I fear he is too far gone to 
be recovered by the coast air : he has been a 
constantattendantof mine in all our expeditions, 
and can solve any question you may have to ask 
on the subject of Bengal. For God's sake return 
him to me in good health and condition I '' 

Clive was also on the most intimate terms with 
Captain Latham, a distinguished officer of His 
Majesty's navy ; and this intimacy was increased 
from that gentleman's marriage to a relation of 
Mrs. Clive, who had accompanied her to India* 
I have found numerous private letters from 
Captain Latham, which are all written in the 
open manly style of a British seaman, and bear 
a convincing testimony to the tone of Clive's 
mind on all points connected with his friends. 
From the tenor of one, in answer to a letter from 
Clive, written immediately after the enthrone- 
ment of Meer Jaffier, it would seem that Mi-s. 
Latham was one of those whom he considered 
(from the relation in which she stood to him) 
entitled to participate in his good fortune. His 
conduct on this occasion appears to have given 
sincere pleasure to Mrs. Clive ; as the letter in 
which his kindness and liberality are noticed is 
superscribed with the word " Charming," in her 
own handwriting. 

I have before mentioned the origin of Clive's 
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regard for Colonel Forde; the grounds upoil 
which he selected him for the command of 
Bengal, and the degree in which he deemed 
himself indebted to him for his great and bril- 
liant achievements. We have also seen the 
poignant feelings with which he regarded the 
conduct of the Court of Directors towards this 
able and gallant officer, who, immediately after 
the capture of Masulipatam, had the morti- 
fication to find himself superseded by Colonel 
Coote, who, a year before, had been his junior 
in Adlercron's regiment j but, returning from 
India with fortune and reputation, had obtained 
a Colonel's commission, and had just landed at 
Madras in command of a regiment destined for 
Calcutta. 

Though Colonel Coote had evinced, on the 
expedition to Bengal, those qualities as an officer 
which subsequently made him so renowned, 
neither his opportunities nor his achievements 
bore as yet any comparison with those of Colonel 
Forde ; but the successes of the latter were not 
known in England at the period of Coote's ap- 
pointment Many, therefore, will deny the jus- 
tice of Clivers complaint of the conduct of his 
superiors on this occasion ; but even these must 
admire that warmth and decision, with which 
he pledged himself to support an officer with 
whom he had no private friendship, except such 
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as had been formed in consequence <^ his emi- 
nent public services. 

The news of Colonel Coote's arrival reached 
Clive about the same period as the account of 
Major Forde's ciqpture of Masulipatam, and of 
the conclusion of the treaty with the Subahdar 
of the Deccan. Desiring, at such a moment, to 
afford every consolation to the mind of that 
meritorious officer, he not only stated his opinion 
as to his superior claims to those of the officer 
by whom he was superseded, but gave him the 
most unqualified assurances of his future sup- 
port. 

- "I can easily conceive," he observes in a letter * 
to Colonel Forde upon this occasion, " that such 
rank and honour bestowed (I think I can say 
without flattery) on one so much your inferior 
in every respect, must give you much concern* 
I assure you it has affected me greatly, and is 
one of my principal motives for wanting to push 
home with the utmost expedition on the ' Royal 
George/ I flatter myself, the request I have to 
make will not be denied me, which is, that you 
will stay in Bengal all next year, provided Coote 
remains on the coast. If within that time I do 
not get you a colonel's or lieutenant-coloners 
commission, and an appointment of commander- 

• 24jth of August, 1759. 
VOL. II. N 



Digitized by 



Google 



178 MEMOIRS OF LORD CLIVX. 

in-chicff of dl the forces in India^ I will fiom 
that instant decline all traBsactioos With Dih 
fecton and Bast Indm afiairs/' 

Ctive'^s resetiti»ent at the Court of Dkreetors 
was increased by their subsequently attnuUing 
Colonel Forde'sappointtnent^to Bengal, while his 
attachment to that officer was greatly heightenod 
by his admirable condi;^ in the destractioo of 
the Dutch armameftt. But ther« were other 
feeliTigs which may have influenced his mind. 
He certainly entertained at this period a strong 
prejudice against Colonel Coote, whioh may 
possibly have originated from the prominent 
manner in which that officer, when only a Cap- 
tain, was brought forward at Calcutta to suppoct 
the alleged rights of his Majesty's seirvice against 
those of the Company. But we have, never- 
theless, proofs that Clive appreciated his talents 
ftom his employing* him on all occasions, and 
particularly in detaching him, after the battle of 
Plassey, in pursuit of the Fre»ch corps. But at 
the same time that he ent^iatned this high 
opinicHi of his militaiy talents, he considered, 
from his whole conduct in Bengal, that he was 
mercenary and pmne to intrigue, and conse*^ 
quently an unfit person to be intrusted -with 

* Captain Coote commanded the troops detached to take 
Hooghley, and he was, before the battle of Plassey, sent with 
the advance to attack Kutwa. 
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great powers <m sach a scene. I do oot find 
among Clivei's papers any specific grounds to 
justify this opinion ; and m the absence of all 
sueh documents, we must conclude^ from the 
high r^utation which Colonel Coote attained 
and supported^ that it was erroneous j or, at alt 
events,^ that, if this eminent commander evinced 
in hki youth any such dispositions as those of 
which he was suspected^ they were early cor* 
rected : for though he never displayed any re-* 
markable talents as a atatesman, he assuredly 
became as qualified for the chi^ military com* 
mand in India as any p^son that ev^ held that 
atation; and during his latter years» the love 
and esteen^ in which he was held by his country* 
men was even exceeded by the affectionate re^ 
gard and attachment of the native troops, whom 
he so often led to victory* 

In giving this tribute to a soldier, whose 
memory I have venerated from my earliest years, 
I must do justice to Clive by declaring my 
sincere conviction (formed from the perusal o£ 
his numerous letters upon the subject) that he 
was most sincere and conscientious in the opinion 
he expressed, and upon which he acted. With 
such impressions upon his mind» he certainly 
thoi^ht he was doing his duty to the public by 
his endeavours to keep Colonel Coote at Madras ; 
and he was so solicitous to effect this object that 

N 2 
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he consented to the request of the government of 
Fort St. George, that the regiment of that officer 
should remain for some time at that presidency. 

He enters fully upon this subject in his cor- 
respondence, both with Mr. Pigot and Mr. 
Vansittart; but his letters contain merely a 
repetition of his opinions as to Colonel Coote's 
unfitness for the general command of the forces 
in Bengal, while he recognises the benefits to be 
derived from his services in the mere military 
operations on the coast of Coromaridel. The 
success of Clive's efibrts on this occasion proved 
fortunate for the reputation of Colonel Coote, 
who, during the subsequent year, established a 
high military character by the battle of Wande- 
wash and the capture of Pondicherry. 

I have been compelled to enter more at length 
upon this subject than I desired, from its being 
intimately connected with those disputes re- 
garding the employment of officers in India in 
which Clive became involved on his return to 
England. Colonel Coote, when he revisited his 
native country after the campaign of 17575 was 
received with favour and distinction. He was 
possessed of a small fortune, his connections were 
respectable, and his manners and address manly 
and agreeable. He became more prominent 
from being the senior King's land officer em- 
ployed on the expedition to Bengal ; and, from 
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the comparatively low estimation in which the 
Company's * officers were held at that period, his 
fame was advanced to detract from their pre- 
tensions. He was represented as a rising officer, 
of whom Clive was jealous ; and it was believed 
by many (till contradicted several years after- 
wards by his own evidence), that it was through 
his advice and remonstrances that the army 
advanced to the field of Plassey. Besides the 
influence and popularity which those combined 
causes gave to this officer, he enjoyed the marked 
favour and friendship of Mr. Sulivan, the Chair- 
man of the Court of Directors, whose subsequent 
rupture with Clive is in a great degree to be 
attributed to their difference in opinion with 
regard to the respective pretensions and merits of 
Colonels Coote and Forde. 

Clive, at the period of his second visit to his 
native countiy, was thirty-five years of age. We 
collect from his private correspondence, that he 
retained much of that hilarity of disposition for 
which he had been remarkable in youth. He 
was fond of female society ; and many of his 
letters show that he was by no means indiflPerent 
to those aids by which personal appearance is 
improved. It was the fashion of the period to 

* Though Clive held the King's commission as Lieutenant- 
Colonel, he was always considered as a Company's officer. 

N 3 
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•dress in gayer apparel than we now do ; and the 
European visiter at an Indian Durbar^ or Couf t» 
always wore a rich dress. We find in a letter* 
to Clive, from his friend Captain Lathaim, a 
description of a Durbar suit he was preparing 
for him, in which he says he has preferred j. fine 
scarlet coat with handsome gold lace, to die 
common wear of velvet. He has also made up, 
he writes, a fine brocade waistcoat ; and be adds 
to this intelligence, that ** it is his design to Kne 
the coat with parchment, that it may not 
wrinkle 1 *' 

In a commission which Clive sent to his friend 
Mr. Orme, there is an amu^ng instance of his 
attention to the most trifling parts of his dress. 

** I must now trouble you,** he observes t, 
" with a few commissions concerning fiunily 
afiairs. Imprimis, what you can provide must 
be of the best and finest you can get for love or 
money; two hundred shirts, the wristbands 
worked, some of the rufiles worked with a border 
either in squares or points, and the rest plain ^ 
stocks, neckcloths, and handkerchiefs in pro- 
portion; three corget of the finest stockings $ 
several pieces of plain and ^spotted muslin, two 
yards wide, for aprons ; book-muslins ^ cam- 

• 5th of Augiwt» 1757. t dM; of Augudli, J 757. 

% A corge is twenty pair. 
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brios ; a few pieces of the finest dimity; and a 
complete set of table linea of Fort St. David's 
dkper made for the purpose/' 

In the list of packages which Mn Richaid 
Clive seoit to his son in Baigal, one is a box of 
wigs I Whether Clive had resorted to this oroa* 
menl from want of hair, or from deference to the 
fiishion of the period, I know not ; but there is* 
an authentic anecdote of his boyhood« which 
proves how essential a wig was considered to all 
who were full dressed. Clive had, when very 
young, been admitted by a relatbn, who was 
Captain of the Tower, to be one of the spectators 
when his Majesty George the JSecond happened 
to vi^ that fortress. Nothing was wanted in the 
boy's drtess to prepare him for the honour of s^ 
])roaching msgesty except a wigl To supply 
this wajQt one of the old Captdii:i's wa9 put upon 
his head; and his appearance in this costuurae 
was so singular as to attract the notice and smiles 
of the King, who inquired who he waa» and 
spoke to him in a very kind and gracious 
manner, t 

In concluding this chapter on the private 

* This aiiecdote of his father was conimunicated by Lord 
Powis. 

f It is added that he was sent to school in a wig ; but, as 
may be supposed^ was soon quizzed out of it by hk play- 
fellows. 

N 4 
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occurrences of Clive's life during a period so 
eventful to his fame and fortune, I shall estimate, 
as far as I have the means, the wealth he car- 
ried to England, as well as tibe amount which 
he had, before he left India, given to, or settled 
upon, his friends and relations. I. have abeady 
shown, in the fullest manner, how his great 
riches were acquired ; and it is a grateful task to 
record the generous manner in which a consider- 
able portion of them was distributed. 

Clive, from what has been stated, may be 
said, when he returned to India in IJSS^ to have 
been worth little or no money beyond what he 
had vested for redeeming the small family estate, 
and giving his parents an annuity. When he 
took possession of the government of Fort Saint 
David, he embarked in trade, like others who 
filled similar stations ; but, to judge from his 
correspondence, he had not much success in his 
commercial pursuits. We read of nothing but 
bad markets, or the want of means of those who 
owed him money. He appears, before he em- 
barked on the expedition to Bengal, to have 
made a large speculation in benjamin, which 
turned out badly. It is entertaining, when asso- 
ciated with the scenes in which he became 
engaged, to pursue his remarks upon his unpro- 
fitable adventure in this and other articles of 
trade. 
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After desiring his friend and agent, Mr. Onne, 
not to demand payment of the money owing to 
him by Messrs. Pybus and Roberts, and that 
the interest of the debt should be only 4 per 
cent., be observes*, **You have given me a 
most curious account of my adventure in the 
Grampus. If I had not made better strokes in 
war than in trade, my money concerns would 
by this time be drawing to a conclusion.'' 

The whole of dive's money, when he re- 
turned to India in 17^5, appears to have been 
in that country ; for we find, from his corre- 
spondence, that he had hardly sufficient unin- 
vested cash in England to pay for his annual 
supplies. He became anxious, however, after 
he attained great wealth, to remit it home ; but 
this, owing to various causes, was very difficult. 
The public treasury was so rich from the suc- 
cesses in Bengal, that, for a period, no bills were 
drawn upon the Directors; Clive, therefore, 
had recourse to the Dutch Company, through 
whom he sent the greater part of his fortune ; 
he also transmitted a considerable sum in dia- 
monds t (a common mode at that time), and the 

* 11th of March, 1758. 

f Clive sent sixteen thousand gold mohurs to his agents 
at Madras, Messrs. Orme and Vansittart, with directions to 
purchase diamonds as a remittance. 
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rest in private hills; and, latterly, two on the 
Company,* 

I have care&Uy examined hifi leftters to his 
agents^ from the Slst of August, 1753^ when 
he advised them of his first remittance, till 
January, 17^9, when he made one of his last ; 
and the amount of property sent to Ec^and 
during that period is, as nearly as the difference 
of exchange and the losst on bills enable us to 
judge, 280,000/. Of this I calculate that he 
received 210,000iL on the enthronement of Meer 
Jaffier ; and the remaining 70)000/. is made up 
by part of his former fortune, his prize money 
at Gheriah and Chandernagore, the receipts 
from the high stations 1: he held, and the accumu* 
lation of interest upon a considerable part of his 

• One of the bills on the Company was for 8000/., and 
the other for 32,881f. 12*. 2d. He advises his agents of 
these bills on the 9th of November and 28d of December, 
1758- 

t Clive expected the bills on Holland to produce 183,000/., 
but^ after a vexatious delay, they were paid with great de- 
duction. His father states the loss upon this transaction as 
amounting to 10,000/. 

j: I consider the statement of the Committee of the House 
of Commons, of Clive's receipts at Moorshedabad, to be 
exaggerated ; but we shall have occasion to notice this state- 
ment hereafter, particularly the note annexed to it, in which 
it is asserted, in direct opposition to truth, that Clive's 
jaghire was obtained at the same period as the donation from 
Meer Jaffier. Mr. Mill copies the statement and note with- 
out remark. (Vol. iii. p. 326.) 
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property during the last five years of his resi- 
dence in India. 

From what has been stated we may assume 
that Clive's fortune, before the jaghire was set- 
tled upon him, did not amount to 300,000/. 
It appears from documents before me that, pre- 
vbQS to this grant, he liad given away, -or vested 
for annuities, a sum not less than 50,000/.* 
(more than one sixth of his fortune), to render 
comfiDitable and indepeodent t!ko» for whom he 
cheiisbed affectiott and gratitode. 

Clive was^ subsequently to these acts of gene^ 
TOsity^ ^nridied by the grant of the jaghir^ 
which he himself estimates at 37)0002. per an«- 
imm. With this addition, we may conclude he 
had an income of upwards of 40,000/. ; a large 
amount, but far below what this Indian Croesus 
(for sndh lie was deemed) was thou^t by his 
couBtrymmi to possess. 

* The following sums appear to liave heen given or settled 
tipon his relations and friends : — 

Brosent to his sisters « • ^10,000 

Present to Captain Maskelyne and othans 10,000 
Money vested to produce an an- 
nuity fbr his father, of - sSSOO 
Ditto, his ttiunts - - 150 

Ditto, Colonel Lawrence - 500 

To keep a coach for his parents 300 

Yearly amount of annuities - j£l450 

Sum vested to produce the above «- 30,000 

Total . - ^50,000 
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CHAP. XII. 

Clive remained in his native country between 
three and four years; and it will be proper 
briefly to narrate the events of his private life 
during this period, to notice the part he took in 
the political transactions of the times, and the 
connections he formed with persons of power 
and influence, whether in the direction of Indian 
af^iirs, or of the more general interests of the 
British empire. The knowledge of such facts, 
connected as they became with his future career, 
is quite essential to our subject. 

The constitution of Clive had never been ro- 
bust. He had been, for the last two years in 
Bengal, freer than usual from the attacks of a 
spasmodic complaint, to which he appears to 
have been more or less subject from his earliest 
years. In 1759 he had a very violent attack of 
rheumatism, and feared, at one time, that it 
might settle into gout; but this apprehension 
vanished ; and when he embarked at Calcutta he 
describes himself as in excellent health. 

When Clive reached England, he was received 
with distinction by his Sovereign and the mem- 
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bers of the administration ; and, notwithstanding 
the deep offence taken at his last public despatch, 
the Court of Directors, and particularly their 
Chairman, Mr. Sulivan, welcomed him as one 
to whom the Company were deeply indebted. 
The enjoyment, however, of those flattering 
attentions was early interrupted by a violent and 
dangerous illness, which for nmny months threat* 
ened to terminate his existence. 

Ciive was not, for some time after his arrival, 
honoured by any public mark of royal favour. 
This seems to have arisen from two causes : one, 
his very long and serious illness ; the other, his 
desire to obtain more than the ministers were wil- 
ling to grant. He, probably, at first expected 
to enter the British House of Peers, and to have 
a red riband ; but, after a considerable delay, 
he received only an Irish peerage. 

In writing * to his friend Major Camac upon 
this subject, he observes ; " If health had not 
deserted me on my first arrival in England, in 
all probability I had been an English peer, in- 
stead of an Irish one, with the promise of a red 
riband. I know I could have bought the title 
(which is usual), but that I was above, and the 
honours I have obtained are free and voluntary. 
My wishes may hereafter be accomplished." 

* 27th of February, 1762. 
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Clive bad assumed a scaW of expenditure 
suited to his inconie. He engaged in electiotts 
to aid liis friends in the administration^ and to 
give him the influence he desired in the prosecu* 
tion of his plans for his own advancement, and 
the furtherance of those which he thought esseo- 
tial to the prosperity and security of the Indian 
empire. The expenses into which be was eariy 
led, combined with his liberality to bis fitmily, 
amounted to a very lai^ slim * ; and we can 
easily conceive the alarm with which he received, 
while yet on a sick bed, an intimation from Mr. 
Sulivan, that the Directors showed an inclift- 
ation to question his title to bis jagbire. 

He strongly and feelingly expresses his sen- 
timents upon this subject in a letter to Mr. 
Amyatt ; ** My arrival in England,'^ he observes t, 
** was attended with every mark of respect that 

* This fact he mentions m several letters. In one to Sfrw 
Amyattt after entreating that gentleman to remain a short 
time longer in Bengal, to succeed Mr. Vansittart in the 
government, he warns hmi against retiring till possessed of 
an ample fortune. He notioes the disappointment expe- 
rienced by many of their friends, by the discovery of their 
inadequate means, and adds, that he had already spent » (in a 
period of eighteen months) upwards of 60,000/. 

t 27th of February, 1762. 



* This letter is dated 27th of February, 1762. Cliye could not have 
reached England before September or October, 1760, and had been a 
twelvemonth on a sick bed. 
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I could wish, and my interest in Lendenhall 
Street might have been of w much consequence 
a& I csouM have desired, for the advantage of my 
£nends ; but a most severe fit of sidkness oveiv 
set aH* For twelve months it was difficult to 
proniounce whether 1 was to live or di^e^ Im so 
dreadful a situation, I could not think much of 
Indi£^ or indeed of any thing else but death. 
It is very natural to think, the interest of a dying 
man could not be very great. Under these cir^ 
cumstances, I had hints given me that either 
some attempts would be made upon my jaghire^ 
ear some proposal made for giving it up to the 
Company after a certain time, on a supposition, 
perhaps, that I had not long to live. Accord- 
ingly I was given to understand by Sulivan, that 
the gentlemen of the Secret Committee would 
wait upon me on this subject. But health return* 
ing, this proposal was dropt, and I have heard 
nothii^ more of it since. Although I have 
such an interest at Court and in Parliament, 
that I should not be afraid of an attack from 
the whde Court of Directors united, yet all my 
friends advise me I should do nothing to exas- 
perate them, if they are silent as to my jaghire. 
Indeed it is an object of suCh importance, that 
I should be inexcusable if I did not make 
every other consideration give way to it ; and 
this is one of the reasons why I cannot join 
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openly with the Bengal gentlemen in their re- 
sentments. It depends upon you, my friend, to 
make me a free man, by getting this grant con- 
firmed from Delhi, and getting such acknow- 
ledgment from under the hands of the old 
Nabob, and the present Nabob, as may enable 
me to put all our enemies at defiance. In this, 
I am sure, you will be assisted by Vansittart.** 

The account of the deposition of Meer Jaffier, 
and the election of Cossim Ali Khan, which had 
been planned by Mr. Holwell immediately after 
Clive left Calcutta, will occupy the next chap- 
ter. I only so far notice this revolution at pre- 
sent, as to state its effect on Clive's private 
feelings ; as it divided and .rendered irrecon- 
cilable enemies the friends in India whom he 
most valued. Though he deplored the revolu- 
tion, and anticipated its bad consequences to 
the reputation of the English Government, he 
believed Mr. Vansittart to have been both dis- 
interested and conscientious in the part he took; 
and with this impression, while he admitted the 
manly sincerity and honourable principles which 
dictated the violent opposition of his friend 
Major Camac, he decidedly blamed the warmth 
and want of respect with which he had addressed 
his superiors on this subject Mr. Amyatt was 
much riespected by Clive both for his talents and 
integrity. He wished him to succeed Mr. Van- 
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sittart in the Government, and was unwil- 
ling that his services should be lost by his 
contmued opposition, grounded on a measure 
which, as Clive truly stated, however much to 
be regretted, was now past and could not be 
recalled. 

With such sentiments, Clive endeavoured to 
reconcile his friends to each other. His efforts 
were not successful : but it is a remarkable testi- 
mony to his personal character, that, during this 
period of violent collision between the parties in 
Bengal, every individual engaged in the contest 
referred to him, as to one on whose honour and 
judgment they had implicit reliance; and his 
more particular friends, though opposed on all 
other points, appear to have united whenever 
his interests were concerned. 

To understand the motives which induced 
Clive to take an active part in the afiairs of the 
India House, it is necessary to explain the ac- 
tual condition of the different parties who at 
this period took a share in the management of 
the Company's concerns. 

The legislature had not as yet directly inter- 
fered in the administration of our Eastern pM- 
sessions ; but ministers and men of high rank 
and influence had, nevertheless, great power and 
weight, both in the Court of Directors and in 
the Court of Proprietors. This, however, appears 

VOL. II. o 
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t» hwe h^ seldom if ev^r exerted but to aerve 
individuals^ and to have been more nuuntitiiied to 
promote parliamentary influence, and as a means 
0[ rewarding and attaching friend^, than with 
any view to the benefit of tfie public interests of 
eidier the Indian or the British empire. 

Mn Sulivan» as has been mentioned before, 
had attained an ascendency in the direction, of 
which he was in complete possession when 
CUve came to England. But though he had a 
majority of the Directoni with him, he had many 
and virulent opponents ^ooiong the Proprietors. 
The most prominent of these were gentlemen 
who had been in Bengal, who considered them- 
selves iq)iured by the frequent supersession of the 
servants of that presidency by those of Madras 
and Bombay, to which they considered Mr. 
3uliyan mow attached, and particulwly to the 
latter. 

Though Mr« Sulivan, as has been shown, pro- 
fessed great admiration of Clive, and was much 
indebted to him for the station he had attained 
in the direction, he appears to have early re- 
garded Um as a dangerous rivals It is certainly 
to be concluded from what subsequeqtly took 
p]kkQe» that the intimation regarding his jaghire 
was memt to repress the ambition of Clive, as 
connected with Indian afiairs y and for a period 
it had the dfaiired effect This we learn from 
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several of his private tetters. In one, to Mr. 
Pybus at Madras, he makes the fbUowing observe 
ations on this subject* : *^ 

** The Court of Directors seem to be much 
in the same situation as when you left EnglancL 
SuUvan is the reigning director, and he follows 
the same plan of keeping every one out of the 
direction who is endowed with more knowledge^ 
or would be likely to have more weight and in^ 
fluence, than himself. This kind of political be^ 
haviour has exasperated most of the g^itlemea 
who are lately come firom India, particular^ 
tiiose frcm Bengal. They are surprised I do 
not join in their resentments; and I should 
think it very surprising if I did, considering I 
have such an immense stake in India. My 
future power, my futiu*e grandeur, all depend 
upcm the receipt of the jaghire money. I should 
be a madman to set at defiance those who at 
present show no inclination to hurt me. I have 
so &r fallen into their way of thinking, as to pre^ 
side at a general meeting of a club of East In-> 
dians once a fiurtnight; and this has all the 
effect I could wish, of keeping Sulivan in awe^ 
and of convincing him, that, though I dd not 
mean to hurt him, I can do such a thing if be 
attempts to hurt me. Indeed I am so $traiigly 

« 9Ttb Febvusiy, Ifeo. 
o « 
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supported by the Government and by Parlia- 
ment, that I should not be afraid of an attack 
from the whole body united; but there is no 
necessity of wantonly exciting them to attempts 
against my interest.** ; 

Clive, soon after he recovered fit)m his iflness/ 
appears to have established himself in great 
favour at Court ; and the Queen stood god- 
mother to one of his children. These marks • of 
royal &,vour, and his connection with the ad- 
ministration, combined with his known opinion 
that the British legislature ought to take a share 
in the management of the national interests in 
India, tended much to increase Mr. Sulivan*s 
jealousy, and to alarm his ambition. His feel- 
ings, indeed, for some time remained dormant ; 
but from the first day of Clive's landing in Eng- 
land there existed ho cordiality between them. 
That no rupture ensued during this period, is, 
in some degree, to be attributed to Mr. Sulivan 
being in I762 out of the direction by rotation. 
Before next general election, circumstances oc- 
curred which decided Clive in the determination 
to combine his interests with those of the great 
majority of Indians*, to oppose this autocrat of 
the India House. 

* We have already noticed, that the most vident of Mr. 
Siilivan's opponents were the gentlemen from Bengal, who 
formed, on this occasion, a party, long afterwards known in the 

dia House by the name of the << Bengal Squad/' 
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We find, in one of Clivers letters* to Mr. 
y^nsittart, what I believe to be an honest state- 
ment of bis feelings at the period at which it 
was written ; and it < sufficiently indicates the 
part he afterwards took to prevent the re^ele^on 
of; Mr*. Sjuiivan. 

"There is,** he observes," a terrible stprm 
brewing against the nest general election. Suli* 
van, who is out of the direction this year, is 
strongly opposed by Rous and his party, and by 
part, if not all, of the East Indians (particularly 
the Bengalees), and matters are carried to such 
lengths, that either Sulivan or Rous must give 
way. ****** I must acknowle4ge 
that in my heart I am a well-wisber for the cause 
of Rou^9 although,, considering the great stake 
I have in India, it is probable I shall remain 
neuter. 3ulivan might have attached me to his 
interest if be had pleased, but he could never 
for^ve tl^e Bengal . letter t, and never has re- 
posed that confidence in ma which my services 
tp the IS^i India Compcmy eiititled me to. The 
Gcpaequence has been, that we haye all alo^g be- 
haved to one, another like shy cpcks, at times 
outwardly es:pressing great regard and friend- 
ship for each other.*' 

♦ 22d November, 1762. ^ 

f For this letter, vide ami, p. 129. 
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The appearance even of friendship loouid not 
long continue between individnals actuated by 
such different interests and feelings. LordCh^^ 
was tile first to avow openly his real sffitiments ; 
iwrt, according to his own statement, he had 
the completest proof that Mr. Snlivasi was the 
secret abetter of those who sought to ruin him 
both in forUme and fame ; and he ascribed t6 
the encoun^ement dT that gentleman the nume- 
rous articles which appeared in the newspapers 
and otii^r ephemeral publications, traducing his 
character. This belief was confirmed by it 
knowledge that the personal efforts df the ex- 
chairman were unremittingly applied to exalt the 
name of Coote to a rivaliy with that of Clive. 
But what appears to have exaspemted him in the 
highest d^ee was the production of a letter^ 
which Mr. Sulivan had written to his friend 
Colonel Coote, in March, I76I, in which, when 
remarking upon some disputes that the Colonel 
Imd with the government at Madras, he ob- 
serves J ** The behaviour of the then Bengal gen- 
tlemen to you being similar to their treatment 
of their masters, it puts an end to alljeasoning. 

* In the heat of the canvass at the India House, in the 
beginning of 1763, a copy of this letter was obtained and 
circulaHed. One was sent to Clive, who transmitted it to 
Mr. Vansittart, with expressions of the most unqualified in- 
dignation. 
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Still ycHir detoitioD at Madsm ¥er^w diit m- 
fleotion of Pope upon buinan Ibresi^itt ^ Whst* 
rver i8» is best ;' ami how ouiefa are we indebted 
4tO Proftridence for Hhs ^aobadientt to oar orders 
Your country and your friend duure tbe konour 
i3f your masterly and [Hroepeiouft conduct" 

In the flame letter, when referring more im- 
Mediately to Cdioneil Coote's^juarrel* with the 
geo(tlei»mi of Fort St* Geoigc^ Mr* JSuUvsan 
Jidda :«**^ 

^' Our pmpie at Madras, we find, are bot- 
Jbeaded* but Uiey are ahle» generous, and open. 
I can amother their rebukes $ but the ungsatefiil 
wr^ches, late of Bengid, have hurt my temper. 
I pray keep up a friendly .correspcndence with 
General Lawrence, — he is ^gtealt and good. I 
adore him .fi>r his distit^uicdied and noble 
qpirk." 

The allusions In the latter paragraph of tibis 
ilett^ were too plainly directed against pliye to 
ihe mistaken ; and considering that, at the period 
when it was written, Mr. SulivMi was on pro- 
fessed good terms with him, he deemed the ex- 

♦ Colonel Coote, when he took Pondicheny, supported by 
the Admiral, desired to keep that fortress for the King of 
England, and iippointed an officer to command it. Mr. Pigot, 
and the gentlemen in Council at Fort St George, rafuaed to 
advance pay to the army till the fortress was given up ; and 
having thus compelled that concession, removed the com* 
mandant itominated by Colonel Coote. 

O 4 
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pression<>f such sentiments unpttdonafaie.' BtEt, 
on the other hand, it might have been urged By 
Mr. Sulivan's friends^ that these seiitimeiits, 
though brought to light bj some breach of cdn- 
iidence^ were meant only for a private friend^ and 
that there could be no breach of friendship ^ere 
none existed ; that Lord Qive and Mr. Sulitan 
belonged to difibrent parties in politics ; that 
their personal connections and views, particulwly 
as connected with the Indian administration in 
England, were opposed to each other ; and timt, 
if Mr. Sulivan had been led by considerations of 
interest to preserve outward terms of cordiality 
with Lord Clive, his Lordship had been alone 
restrained from attacking him by similar pru- 
dential considerations. 

Amid the causes which tended to hasten a 
rupture between these individuals, we must not 
omit the irritation produced by their difference 
of opipion as to the merits' and claims of the 
Company's servants in India. Clive was the 
bold and persevering advocate of all those who 
had gained and merited his friendship by the 
aid they gave him in the performance of their 
public duties. - Several of his recommendations 
to Mr. Sulivan met with attention ; but others 
were treated with slight or delay. I have already 
mentioned Clive's feeling respecting Colonel 
Forde. However great the claima of that officer. 
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tiie more recent successes of his rival» Colonel 
Caote> had fhUy justified those who fi£rthered his 
promotion in England ; but Major Caraac had 
diatinguisbed himself in Bengal by the defeat of 
the Sfaak-Zada, the surrender of jthat prince^ and 
the capture of M. Law and thef French who were 
attadied'to him. These services, Clive thought, 
gave him a claim to a sup^or commission. He 
was also very anxious to obtain a majority for 
Captain Knox, who, independent of his services 
under him, had, on several late occasions *^, 
established a reputation for skill and gallantry, 
superior to any one of his standing in India. 

At this period it was not uncommon to give 
superior commissions to those who greatly dis- 
tinguished themselves. Clive was the advocate 
of a system, which, considering the actual state of 
the service, he thought indispensable to reward 
and encourage men of talent and enterprise. 
Mr. Sulivan, though he did not deny the merits 
of the persons brought to his notice by Clive, 
aj^pears to have been very reluctant to promote 
them, at the hazard of creating discontent to 
others. He was, like other members of the 
Court of Directors at that period, prompt to 

* The rapid march of Captain Knox to the relief of Patna 
in 1760, and the severe action he afterwards fought with a 
handful of men against Cuddim Hussun Khan^ who had 
a considerable army> were exploits worthy of Clive himself. 
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attettd to the fi*equent appeals made to them 
against the local govenunait ; and such appeals 
were usually from those who had no pretensKms 
to jureferment but that of seniority^ aad who were 
often persons quite unfitted* by their habits and 
diasactor, for the delicate and arduous duties 
which, at this peiicKU devolved upon officers inr 
trusted with high military command. CSive, by 
his notes in answer to the Clisaiiman on l^cse 
pointi^ appears to have been very na^wtiiSKA of 
ihe g&aeral reasoning with which his applicatkms 
were answeared. HecoB^dentiausly felt* in tup- 
porting those he brought forward, that he acted 
from no motive but that of the public good ; he 
saw that by such maxims our Indian empire 
never would have been gained ; and he was q^uite 
satisfied that the system which Mr. Subvan de- 
sired to establish, of directing the attention of 
the civil and military servants in India to the 
government in England, was calculated to aub- 
vert all authority in the local administration, and, 
in its results, to distract, weaken, and distress 
our yet infant empire in the East Sulivan's 
were the principles of the head of a commercial 
company ; Clive's those of the founder and sus- 
tainer of an empire. 

To understand all the motives which influenced 
Clivers conduct at this period, it is necessary to 
advert to the changes in the British administration. 
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«fid especially, in so far as these affected the 
individuals with whom he was most intimately 
connected. 

The personal influence exercised by Lord 
Bute over the mind of his young sovereign 
counteracted the wise and vigcxrous measures of 
Ktt; who, on being thwarted in his design of 
anticipating the hostile intentioixsi of Spain, re- 
tired with his friends from the cabinet.^ Aware 
<f£ the great popularity of his predecessor. Lord 
Bute (who succeeded Mr. Pitt) tried every ef- 
fort to increase the nnmber of his adherents. 
Amongst others, Clive was courted to give his 
support to the new administration. His iame, 
his wealth, and the votes he commanded, gave 
importance to his aid; and the terms offered 
him were alike tempting to his ambition and 
int^^ests : but his respect for the integrity and 
great talents of Mr. Pitt had been increased by 
personal acquaintance t, and he cherished the 

* Mr. Pitt resigned on the 5th October, 1761. 

f We find in Clive'a correspondence many allusions 
to his intercourse with Mr. Pitt, whom he describes as im- 
pressed with the fullest conviction of the importance of 
Lulia to England. In a draft of a private note to the Chair- 
man of the Directors, (which is not dated) he observes ; 
<< A few days ago I was with the Duke of Newcastle and 
Mr. Pitt. The discourse of the former was truly in the 
courtiers' style •— many professions of friendship and regard, 
many offers of service, without the least meaning m then ; 
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sincerest attachment to Mr. George Gtenville^ 
who, on Pitf s retirement, bad resigned his situ- 
ation as Treasurer of the Navy. Besides these 
personal considerations, the measures of Mr. 
Pitt were congenial with every sentiment of his 
mind i and he augured no benefit to the natknoi 
from the less energetic character of his successor, 
whose avowed eagerness for peace (he antici- 
pated) would prevent its being concluded on 
such favourable terms as the successes of the 
war gave grounds to expect 

Governed by these motives, Clive rejected the 
overtures of Lord Bute. He states the grounds 
of his conduct in a letter to Major Camac, 
written a month after the change of ministers 
occurred. 

" Now that we are to have peace abroad,'* he 
observes*, " war is commencing at home amongst 
ourselves. There is to be a most violent con- 
test, at the meeting of Parliament, whether 

but the discourse of the latter, which lasted an hour and a 
half, was of a more serious nature, and much more to the 
purpose. The suliject wbs the support and weUkre of the 
East bidia. Company. - Mr. Pitt seems fborou^Ij conTmced 
of the infinite consequence of the trade of the East India 
Company to the nation ; he made no scruple to me of giving 
it the preference to our concerns in America, Indeed^ a 
man of Mr. PItt*s influence and way of thinkmg is necessary 
to oppose to the influence of Lord Anson, who certainly is 
no fnend to our Company." 
• 88d November, 1762. 
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Bute or Newcastle is to govern this kingdom j 
and the times are so critical that every member 
has an opportunity of fixing a price upon his 
services. I still continue to be one of those un- 
£ishionable kind of people who think very highly 
of independency, and to bless my stars, indul- 
gent fortune has enabled me to act according to 
my conscience. Being very lately asked, by 
authority, if I had any honours to ask from my 
sovereign, my answer was, that I thought it 
dishonourable to take advantage of the times ; 
but that when these parliamentary disputes were 
at an end, if his Majesty should then approve 
of my conduct by rewarding it, I should think 
myself highly honoured in receiving any marks 
of the royal fevour.*' 

When the treaty of peace between France 
and England was in the course of negotiation, 
the opinion of Bussy * was taken on all points 
connected with the interests of his nation in 
India. No similar reference appears to have been 
made to Clive, whose knowledge far exceeded 
that of every other individual, on this important 
sutgecL But he was too earnest in his desire to 

• Bussy carried home a very large fortune, and through 
its influence he attamed great consideration. The favour he 
enjoyed at court was increased by his connection with the 
Due de Choiseul, whose niece he married soon after his 
return to France. 
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promote the future peace of India to allow any 
par<y motives to prevent his offering every in- 
formation that could aid ministers in that part of 
the negotiation which related to our Eastern 
possessions ; he tran3mitted« therefore, a memo* 
rial to Lord Bate* 

In this memorial Clive stated, that it was not 
now more than fifteen years since the Eurc^ean 
nations, who had established factories in Indii^ 
were as much regulated and controlled in their 
concerns by the native governments as the na* 
tives themselves. To the extortions to which thia 
exposed them, to the expense of their establish- 
ments, and to the decrease in value in the Indian 
manu&ctures, he attributes the disappointment of 
the expectations originally formed of ^eat profits 
from this trade, Dujdeix (he observes), on the 
ground that commerce alone must, under such 
circumstancegf, be a losing concern, suggestedi 
to his government the policy of making con^ 
quests in India; territorial revenue being, in 
his opinion, the only source by which a Eu» 
ropean nation could derive wealth from that 
country* 

"Acting upon the principles he recom- 
mended,** to use the words of the memorial, 
"Dupleix engaged in the contentions of the 
princes of the country, and had, at one time, 
in a great measure, obtained his aim. There 
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femamed nothing to complete it but the expul* 
sioB of the En^h out of Hindustan. We were 
at that time wholly attached to mercantile ideas ; 
but undoubted proof of M. Dupleix's projects 
obliged us to draw the sword, and our successes 
have been so great that we have accomplished 
for ourselves, and agamst the French, exactly 
every thing that the French int^ided to accom* 
pli^ for themselves and against us."^ 

After stating these facts, CUve proceeds to 
detaQ, in this memorial, the extent to which 
concessions may be made at a general peace. 
He expresses great anxiety that the French 
should, if possible, be limited as to the number 
of men they are to maintain upon the coast of 
Coromandel ; but, under every circumstance, he 
is strenuous against their re-admission to Bengal, 
except as merchants. 

Lord Bute expressed his obligations to Lord 
Clive for this communication. 

** I have received*,** he states, "your Lord- 
ship's letter, and the paper accompan3dng it, in 
which you have offered your sentiments on the 
interests of this country with respect to our 
possessions in the East Indies, in a very clear 
and masterly manner. The lights you have 
thrown on the subject could not fkil of being 

* Letter from Lard Bute, 1st September, 1768. 
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acceptable to me. I retuin your Lorddiip 
thanks, therefore, for the communication ; and 
you may be assured that I will make a proper 
use of them/* 

Every attention possible was given to dive's 
suggestions ; and by the definitive treaty of 
peace, concluded in February, 1763, the French 
government agreed not to maintain any troops 
in Bengal, or in the northern drears. These 
were the chief objects to which he Iiad directed 
the attention of Lord Bute ; but that minister 
(consulting only his friend Mr. SuUvan, and the 
Directors) had inserted an article into the pre- 
liminary treaty, by which the recognition, by 
the French, of the title of Mahommed Ali Khan, 
as Nabob of the Camatic, was obtained by the 
English recognising the title of the ally of the 
French, Salabut Jung, as Subahdar of die Dec- 
kan. Nothing could be more preposterous than 
this guarantee (for to such it amounted) of the 
title of two Indian princes standing in the re- 
lations the Subahdar of the Deckan and [the 
Nabob of Arcot did to each other, and to their 
European allies. Besides, Salabut Jung had for 
some years ceased to be the ally of the French, 
and was the ally of the English Government. 

Clive, it would appear from the documents in 
my possession, only heard by accident of this ex- 
traordinary article. He hastened to Mr. Wood, 
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the Undff Secretary of Stsie^ whom he seoi^ 
coiivinced of the embamussinent and daoger it 
might produce^ Lord -Bute beieig also satiated 
by his reasoning, it was, in forming the deinitive 
treaty, 90 alt^ed aiid. amended, r that (as I. have 
ebewhere re^narked) it might have remained 
innoxioos, '^ had it not been subseqiiently con« 
verted by his Majesty's ministers into a pretext 
for onet)f the most unjusti^abie and mischievous 
acts * of interference with the powers of the 
Company that is to be found on the page of In* 
dian liistory/* 

Clive was dissatisfied with the peace, and voted 
in the minority that condemned that measure* 
His having come forward, under such clrcum« 
stances, to give his aid in improving the treaty, 
as far as the interests of the Company were con- 
cerned, greatly increased his popularity with the 
proprietors. He continued in opposition, though 
to the sacrifice of his personal interests ; nor was 
his conduct, on this occasion, dictated by any 
hope of Mr. Pitt's restoration to power. He 
evidently thought that great statesman had, by 
his own acts, barred himself from all chance of 
future employment 

♦ The act to which I here allude is the appomtment of 
Sir John Lindsay, ambassador from the King ot England to 
the Nabob ofArcot. For an accoant of this transaction, 
vid^ Political India, vol. ii- p. 36, 
VOL. II. P 
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Writing ta Mr^ Vs^sittavlb Ctive dHserves * } 
^^ Mn Vif^U uigitwiit]bata«KJing^ li^ gf eat abilitiea aiiul 
the n^aay ^ppioeot seri^ices he ha& reBdwed ikm 
na^tkWh l^ fakecgme thei moat odious, naan Uviog 
tQ the King* jiobiJUty* and bo&- pafliame<it9* 
The Ki9g ca^ oever forgave him that unfbrtui^ate 
visit to the city oa the Lord Mayor's, day, hia 
popularity wm si3cK that it seemed as if King 
WUliam instead of King Qearge had been in- 
vited to that grand entertaiament As to the 
Privy Couacil, he has honoured them i^n FanUar 
ment with the names of state cowards and 
political misers. In short, his whole intei^est in 
Faiiliament is lost, and it is veiy improbable, i£ 
not impossible, he should ever come into employ- 
ment again.'' 

Ministers, unable to gain CUve, desired to give 
him every annoyance^ and by diminishing his 
wealth and reputation, to lessen his influence* 
X^ord Bute was Mr. SuUvan's friend ai^d patron ; 
aqd the latter was a willing leader in this attack* 
The mea^^ures taken by his opponents satisfied 
CHve thait h^ had no means of supporting his 
own interests but by a success&l o{^sitioo to 
Mr. Sulivan at the ensuing general electiop at 
the India House. 

The share of stock, which at this period, en- » 

• 2d February, 1762. 



Digitized by 



Google 



MEMOIRS OF LORD CLIV£. 121 J 

titled a proprietor to vote, was 500/. ; and 
though it was supposed to be the bond fide pro- 
perty of the individual who voted, the law was 
not so strict but what it could he avoided ; and 
tliere is abundant evidence in the papers before 
me, that, in these annual contests for the admin- 
istration, all parties "split votes'* (as it was 
termed) to a very great extent 

Lord Clive, in the ekctiovi of 1763, mentions 
his having employed 100,000/. in this manner \ 
and we find in the following season, when his 
friends (after he had left England) so far 
triumphed over Mr. Sulivan as to bring Mr. 
Rous into the chair, that a bill * was brought 
into the House of Commons, and ultimately 
carried^ by which the proprietor was compelled 
to swesor, not only that the stock was bond fide 
his property, but that it had been in his posses- 
sion a twelvemonth. This measure put an end 
(as was intended) to a practice, which, from 
being general, had ceased to be a reproach to 

* The history of this bill is very curious, and is fully given 
in the letters of Mr. Walsh and others to Clive. It was 
brought forward in 1764<, and read twice ; but owing to some 
informality in its wording, was thrown out that session* This 
was imputed by Mr. Sulivan to the measures of his opponents, 
many of whom would have been disqualified, from not having 
had the stock for the prescribed period : they, on the other 
hand, accused Mr. Sulivan of having so timed the bill, as to 
establish his own votes and destroy those of his opponents. 

P ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 MEMOIRS OF LORD CJ.IVE. 

individuals ; and which, when resorted to by one 
party, left the other no option but following a 
bad example *, or submitting to defeat. 

Clive engaged in the contest at the general 
election at the India House with all the ardour 
which belonged to his character. His first inten- 
tion appears to have been limited to the support 
of Mr. Rous ; but I am led to conclude, from 
a few papers still preserved upon this subject, 
that he came forward personally as a candidate. 

In a letter to Mr. Vansittart t, adverting to 
what passed at a numerous meeting of the pro- 
prietors, he observes : — 

'* That tremendous day t is over. I need not 
be particular about it ; you will have it from 
many hands. I should imagine there were pre- 
sent not less than eight hundred proprietors. 
Numbers of neutral people went off; and no 
small number of our friends, thinking our ma- 

• Mr. Walsh, in a ktter to Lord Clive, of the 14.th of 
February, 1765, after telling him of Mr. Sulivan's having 
split a number of votes, and of Mr. Divon (a partner of 
Child's house) having split 30,000/. to suppwt him, informs 
Clive that he means to do the same with some of his money. 
He adds, << I am splitting mine to the amount of 20,000/. 
It is a troublesome and dangerous business, but the act of par- 
liament will put an end to it." 

t 19th March, 1763. 

% Clive here alludes to a quarterly meeting of the Court 
of Proprietors. 
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jority SO great, that there was no occasion for 
their presence. Indeed, upon the holding up 
of hands, I thought we were at least two to 
one. This is really a great victory, considering 
we had the united strength of the whole ministry 
against us. 

** Our cause gains ground daily, I should think 
we shall be stronger at the election than we were 
in the General Court. However, this time only 
can show, and I do not choose to be very san- 
guine, our opponents being very active." 

In a subsequent part of the same letter, an- 
ticipating success as certain, he enters into parti- 
culars as to the share he proposed to take in the 
affairs of the Company, and the arrangements 
he hoped to be able to carry into effect. It is a 
relief, when accompanying him into such scenes> 
to have the proof which this letter affords, that 
the expectation of being better able to promote 
the interests and strengthen the empire of India, 
was the leading motive which induced him to 
seek a station, which he may deem it most for- 
tunate for himself and the interest of his country 
that he failed in attaining. 

" If we should succeed," he adds in the letter 
before quoted, " I have no thought of ever ac- 
cepting the Chair ; I have neither application, 
knowledge, nor time, to undertake so laborious 
an employ. I shall confine myself to the political 

p 3 
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and military operations ; and I think I may pro« 
mise, you shall have a very large military force in 
India, such a force as will leave little to appre* 
hend from our enemies in those parts. I propose 
having all the troops r^imented; that there 
shall be kept up at Bengal three battalions of 
infantry, consisting of seven hundred and et^ty 
men each battalion, and three companies of 
artillery, and four battalions of sepoys ; the same 
at Fort St George. A much less number will 
serve for Bombay. But more of this by the 
latter ships, when we see the event of the thing/' 

From letters addressed to his friends in India, 
during the first two years of his residence in 
England, it may be inferred that CUve, on his 
return to his native country, had tio intention 
whatever of involving himself so deeply with the 
parties at the India House, and for some time he 
had little intercourse with any of the Directors. 

*' The situation I am in at present,'' he ob- 
serves in a letter to Mr. Lushington*, "and 
the part of the town where I now reside, seldom 
gives me an opportunity of seeing any of the 
Directors, to whom I have been very sparing of 
applications, since I do not like refusals." 

From this and other facts we may collect that 
the desire to repel attack, on one hand, and the 
zeal and confidence' of friends, on the other, 

• 28th February, 1762. 
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hutried him into tlie contest in which he became 
engaged. His cause was warmly espoused bj 
many noblemen and gentlemen of the first re- 
spectability. Almost all those who had served 
in India were of his party, and brought with 
them dieir friends and connections. These classes 
of proprietors were all-powCTftd at the quairterly 
meetings of the General Court ; but when Di«- 
rectors were balloted for, the election was 
chiefly decided by persons in different wsdks of 
life, many of whom seldom, if ever, attended 
those Courts ; but, having bought stock, either 
as a good investment of capital, or as the means 
of establishing an influence with the Directot% 
or with Administration, they gave their votes at 
elections as suited their respective interests. Mn 
Sulivan had in his fiivour a great majori^ of the 
Directors, and he was actively supported by 
ministers } his [strength was consequently great 
with this class of voters, and with persons em- 
ployed in England by the Company, and the 
(officers and dependents of Government. He 
numbered also, among his friends, many of the 
merchants and tradesmen in the city, and nearly 
the whole of the ship-owners and others com 
nected with the trade to India. 

No election ever excited more interest than 
that now pending. Each party summoned all iU 
forces; but Clive was destined to sustain hH 

p 4 
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first defeat in a contest, in which we cannot but 
regret he should ever have engaged. His vie* 
torious opponents lost no time in making him 
feel the full weight of their resentment. 

It has been already stated that Clive received 
his jaghire in 17.59 : the grounds upon which it 
had been granted and accepted were, at that 
period, placed upon the records of Government. 
He had enjoyed it four years; receiving, an- 
nually, its amount from the Company. Imme* 
diately after his return to England an intimation 
was conveyed to him, by Mr. Sulivan, that the 
Secret Committee of the Directors desired to 
communicate with him regarding this grant. He 
expressed his willingness to meet them, and en- 
ter into any explanation ; and, considering the 
jaghire only as a life-rent, he was disposed to 
meet any fair arrangement that could be sug- 
gested ; but the subject had not been re-agitated* 
Three years had passed, and his revenue from 
this source was regularly paid by the Bengal 
Government to his agents in Calcutta. Under 
such circumstances, whatever he might have 
apprehended from the hostility of Mr. Sulivan, 
whom he had certainly provoked by an open and 
determined opposition, he could not but be asto* 
nished to hear that the first step the Directors 
took, after the election of I76S, was to transmit 
orders to the Bengal Government to stop all 
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further payments on account of Lord Clive's 
jaghire, and to furnish them with an account of* 
all sums which had been paid to that nobleman 
and his attomies since the date of the grant. 

I find, among the MSS. in my possession, a 
short narrative of the progress of this transact 
tion, which presents, in a very compressed form, 
a series of facts, a knowledge of which is quite 
essential to the clear understanding of this ques- 
tion i I shall therefore give them in the words 
of the writer.* 

" By the ninth article of the treaty between 
the Company and Meer Jaffier, at the time of 
the revolution in 1757» certain lands to the south 
of Calcutta were ceded to the Company as per* 
petual renters, the Nabob reserving to himself 
the lordship and quit-rents, which amounted to 
near 30,000/, yearly ; and the Company could 
never be legally dispossessed so long as they 
continued to pay that quit-rent. The Company 
farmed out these ceded lands for above 100,000t 
a year, and paid the quit-rent regularly to the 
Nabob till the year 1759, when the Nabob, in 
consideration of the great services rendered him 
by Lord Clive, assigned over to his Lordship, 
for life, that quit-rent The assignment passed 

* The extract here quoted is part of a larger paper in de- 
fence of Lord Clive's conduct, and believed to be written 
by the late Sir Henry Strachey. 



Digitized by 



Google 



218 MEMOIRS OF LORD CLIVE. 

through sdl the forms usual in the country ; and 
Lord Clive became grantee of the rent^ under 
the same authority, precisely, as the East India 
Company had become grantee of the lands* 
From this period the rent was duly paid to Lord 
Olive, instead of to the Nabob ; nor was there 
any intermission of the payment until differences 
arose between the noble Lord and Mr. Sulivan. 
It Was intimated to his Lordship that some 
scruples were entertained concerning any fur- 
ther payment ; and Mr. Sulivan himself at last 
informed him, that the Court of Directors were 
o€ opinion it ought to be retained for the Com- 
pany's use. Lord Clive replied, that he was 
^mtitled to it as well by the laws of England as 
by the laws of India ; that his right to the re- 
served rent was established upon the same autho- 
rity as the Company's right to the ceded lands ; 
that he was, notwithstanding, ready to concur 
in its devolving to the Company after he should 
have enjoyed the possession of it a reasonable 
number of years ; and that he was desirous of a 
conference with the Court of Directors upon 
the subject, any day they might be pleased to 
appoint. 

" It might have been imagined thM the Court of 
Directors, if they had no other objects upon this 
occasion than the honour and interest of the Com- 
pany and justice to an individual, would have paid 
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some attention to an acquiescence of this nature. 
But their resolution^ under the influence of their 
leader^ was to resent the offence given them by 
the noble Lord in the attempt he was meditating 
against their power ; and this was to be done, 
not by entering into the discussion of any terms 
of accommodation, in which each party, con- 
tending for the right above mentioned, might 
have met, but by putting an immediate stop to 
the payment of the jaghire, and leaving upcm 
his Lordship the difficulties and vexation of re» 
covering his property by a suit at law. 

" There was, however, another secret motive 
to this violent and unjust measure. It happened 
that Lord Clive and his parliamentaiy friends 
had^ for some time, acted in opposition to the 
court-party ; and in this country, where ministers 
maintain their power by the inflicting of pumsb- 
ments, as well as by the distribution of rewards,, 
it is no wonder that they should endeavour to 
weary out by oppression those whom they cannot 
allure by corruption. The Chairman of the 
East India Company was known to be at enmity 
with Lord Clive. Him, therefore, they con- 
sidered as the aptest instrument with which the 
noble Lord might be tortured into a change of 
political conduct; and the plan of mutual 
resentment was no sooner resolved upon than 
executed. 
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, " By one of the first ships which sailed for 
Bengal after the contested election, the Court of 
Directors sent orders to the Governor and 
Council, that they should no longer pay to the 
attomies of Lord Clive the rent granted him by 
Meer Jaffier, but that they should in future 
detain it in their hands, and carry it to the credit 
of the Company ; and that they should transmit 
to the Court of Directors an exact account of all 
the sums already received by Lord Clive or his 
attornies on that head, as his Lordship's preten- 
sions to the jaghire would be settled in England. 
The public lette;* conveying these orders assigned 
ho reason for their being issued ; but a private 
letter* from Mr. Sulivan to Mr. Vansittart, then 
Governor of Bengal, which was soon after pro* 
duced on oath in the Court of Chancery, 
declared that the payment of the jaghire was 
stopped, because all cordiality between the Court 
of Directors and Lord Clive was at an end. 
This vindictive plea, confidentially communicated 

* The contents of this private letter to the President of 
the Council at Bengal were as follows : — << That all cordiality 
Being at an end with Lord Clive, the Court of Directors had 
Stopped payment of his jaghire ; a measure which would 
have taken place years ago, had it not been for him (Mr. 
Sulivan) ; and that, on this head, the ^d President was to 
obey every order which he might receive from the Court of 
Directors ; and that more was not,^ nor must be expected of 
him." 
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by the Chairman to his friend the Governor, 
could not, however, be set up in a court of 
equity in justification of a flagrant violation of 
right. The Company had, for some years, paid 
the jaghire without objection ; and even at this 
time of litigation they neither claimed any title 
to it themselves nor pretended that there was 
any other claimant than the present possessor* 
It is not necessary to enumerate the absurd 
arguments and mean subterfuges to which the 
Court of Directors were reduced, in answer to 
the bill filed against them by Lord Clive in the 
Court of Chancery. It is sufficient to observe, 
that the principal reasons which they assigned 
for discontinuing the payment were, that the 
Company might one day or other be called to 
account by the Emperor * of Hindoostan for the 

* Lord Clive, in his address to the proprietors in 176^, 
answers all these objections in a very full and conclusive 
manner. In treating of the supposed claims of the Emperor 
and the want of power in the Nabob to grant a jaghire, he 
remarks, that the arguments used against him by the Direc- 
tors are exactly those which the Dutch government had re- 
cently brought against them, in the afiair of the destruction 
of their armament in 1760; and he refers the Court, in 
answer to their present plea, to the memorial they lately 
submitted to his Majesty ; in which, afler justly describing 
the Emperor of Delhi as possessing, beyond very narrow 
limits, only a nominal power, they observe ; ** The Nabob 
makes war or peace, without the privity of the Moghul ; that 
there appears still some remains of the old constitution in the 
succession to the state of Nabob ; yet, in fact, that the suc- 
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money paid under the head of this jagbire ; that, 
Idierefore, Lord Clive was accountable to them 
even for the sums he had already received ; that, 
if the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, had a right to grant 
the jagbire out of his own revenues, (which, 
however, the Court of Directors did not admit,) 
yet as that Nabob had been deposed by the 
Company's agents, the grant became of no 
effect 

^ Such were the grounds upon which the right 
to the jaghire was contested ; and we may judge 
bow very futile they were, by the sentiments 
entertained of them by all the eminent lawyers c^ 
the time ; for the Court of Directors consulted 
gentlemen of the first reputation in the profession. 
Among these were Mr. Yorke, the Attomey- 
gaieral, and Sir Fletcher Norton, the Solicitor* 
general, the substance of whose opinions was, that 
it did not appear to be material to enter inta 
mich objections as might be made either by the 
Emperor of Hindoostan or the successors of 
Meer Jaffier, to the form or substance of the 
grant of the kndft to the Company, or of the 

cession is never regulated by the MoghuFs appointment ; the 
Nabob in possession is desirous of fortifying hift title by the 
Moghul's confirmation, which the court, of Delhi, conscious 
of its inabilil(jr to interpose, readily grants. The Nabob oi 
Bengal is, therefore, dejado, whatever he may be. de jure^ a 
sovereign, pvince.'' 
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tesecved rent to Lord Clive ;. thai; thiey both 
claimed under the same gnmtef» adid that the 
East India Company could not raise aa ol^clioii 
against the gtant to Lord CUve, founded on ttta 
want of ri^ and pow^ im th/& NaboK vhlc^ 
would not iBStpe^ch their own } ^t the queft^ 
tion was to be considered, not iqp^Qn the 9tm% 
absolute words (according to^ th# h^ws ai)d con- 
stitution of the Mogbill empire), but relativ^ 
as between the East India Compmy^ the gramtis^ 
of the lands from Meer Jjaffier,^ and Lord CUv^ 
the gtaatee of the same Nabob, of a rei^t issuiog 
and reserved out of those lj»nds whev granted to^ 
tbe CcHnpany ; that the question ougb^t to be; 
determined between hii Lordship and the Com* 
pany upon the same principles, as the Uk^ 
c^uesticm would be determined^ arising l^tweai 
the owner of lands in England subject to a rent, 
and the grantee or assignee of that rent, in a ca^e 
where both parties derived from the same original 
panter ; that it was inciunbent upon the Court; 
of Directors^ in this.instance, to turn chancellors, 
against themselves ; and that it was for the 
honour of that great Company to act upon such: 
principles, not only with foreign merchants^ 
trading companies, and foreign states and. 
sovereigns, but with their own servants. 

*^ Such was the opinion of the greatest lawyersi. 
But the Court of Directors, actuated, it should 
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seem, rather by a spirit of resentment than hy 
principles of equity, although they could not 
hope for a decision in their favour, determined 
still to withhold the jaghire, and to protract the 
judgment of Chancery by such stratagems or de- 
lays as the forms of judicial proceedings might 
chance to furnish them with." 

Lord Clive complained (and apparently with 
great justice) of the mode in which this measure 
relating to his jaghire was to be carried into ex- 
ecution. The letter regarding it was sent to 
India without any intimation to him ; and when, 
on hearing that the government of Bengal had 
been directed to stop all future payments to his 
agents, he applied to the Court of Directors for 
a copy of their proceedings in a case so deeply 
affecting his fortune and his reputation, they 
peremptorily refused compliance with his re* 
quest* 

Under such circumstances, he had nothing 
left but to institute (as he did) a suit in Chan- 
eery, and to give to his agents abroad the best 
general instructions his want of minute inform- 
ation enabled him. Mr. Vansittart, the Governor, 
was his principal agent ; but conceiving that his 
duty to him and that to his superiors might clash, 
he desired him on such occurrence to devolve the 
charge of his interests on Major Carnac, and in 
case of this gentleman not thinking proper to 
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act, he nominated Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Lushington^ 
and Mr. Amphlett*/his attomies. 

The situation and feelings under ^hich he 
acted on this remarkable occasion are fully ex« 
plained in the following letter to Mr. Vansittart : 

" My dear Friend, 

" Last night I received advice that the Direc- 
tors had sent orders to their President and 
Council of Bengal to pay into their cash the 
amount of my jaghire, and not to grant me any 
bills of exchange on that account. Without en- 
largmg upon this subject, so arbitrary and un. 
grateful a proceeding will give you a just idea 
of the principles of those who have the manage* 
ment of the Company's affairs at present. 

" I am really at a loss what to desire of you 
about so delicate a matter. Upon the whole, 
act like an honest man, and a man of honour : 
do justice to your friend without injuring the 
Company ; for I am satisfied, the more this affair 
is inquired into, the more it will be to my honour. 
At the same time, I am obliged to take every 
step both against the Directors and the Governor 
and Council that the law will admit of. 

" Enclosed you will receive a letter to that 

• Mr. Amphlett (a connection of Lord Clive) was a civU 
servant of Bengal ; but his abilities as an engineer had led to 
his being employed in improving the works at Fort William. 

VOL. tU Q, 
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puiport, and if you shouldjudge it not impropear 
to act as my attorney on thLs occasion, I request 
you will act accordingly. I have sent Camac a 
duplicate of the power of attorney sent yon by 
this conveyance, and you wiU observe I have ap- 
pointed the Major, Lushington, and Amphlett, 
to act as may be thought most proper by you 
and Carnac, with whom I request you will con- 
sult on this occasion. 

" If you should find my information not ex- 
actly true, and that the Directors allow you some 
latitude of judging of my r^t to the jaghire, 
before you take such a stqp, these precautions of 
mine may be laid aside for the present j but I 
have too good authority for what I write ; not^ 
withstanding the Directors have refused giving 
me a copy of the paragraph s^it by this convey- 
mice, which I demanded in form. 

•* I am, dear Sir, 

** Your ai&ctionate friend and servant, 

(Signed) Clive, 

« Berkeley Square^ 
« April 28th, 1763. 

« To Henry Pansittarty Esq/* 

In a letter to M^or Camac of the same date» 
after giving him similar information regarding 
the conduct of the Directors, he observes : — 

" Your friendship and regard for justice will, 
I am persuaded, induce you to take every step 
in support of both my fortune and reputation ; 
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ftod the more this ftffiUr of th€ jaghire is inquired 
into, the more hotiour it wili do me, and make 
the ingratitude of the Directors appear in Marker 
light. 

^ What I wrote you last year is beootne now 
absolutely neoessaty^^-^that the old Nabob, as well 
as the present one, should acknowledge my right 
to the j^hire in the strongest terms% Meet 
Jaffier wili be surprised at this step, suid may, if 
he pleaseS) address a letter to the Company upon 
the occasion ; a translation of which must be 
enclosed. 

**The opinion of the lawyers is, that the 
Directors' orders are illegal ; that the President 
and Council cannot^ consistent with their own 
ss^ty, put them in escecution ; f<Mr which pur- 
pose I have addressed a letter to the President 
and Council, forbidding them to comply with 
the orders sent them, at their periL 

" Enclosed you will receive a power of attorney 
to act for me, if you shall think necessary^ pro*, 
vided Vansittart should decline it from his being 
Governor. I have desired Van. to consult with 
you on this matter ; and you will observe that I 
have nominated Lushington and Amphlett to act 
as my attorneys, if you should not think it pro- 
per, or for my interest, to act for me. 

** In case the Governor and Council should 
retain my money, or refuse giving bills of ex- 

Q 2 
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change, you (or whoever acts as my attorney) 
are immediately to commence a suit at law against 
the Company, and to transmit a very exact ac- 
count of all your proceedings, that it may be 
taken up in England. I am not in the least 
doubt of making the aggressors pay dear for the 
attempt ; but their purpose will, in some respect, 
be answered by their lawsuit, as it prevents me 
becoming a Director next year. However, this 
wiU not prevent me from bringing in my friends, 
which will be the same thing.*' 

Lord Clive wrote to his friend, Mr. Amyatt, 
in much the same terms : he observes, in the 
conclusion of this letter*, — 

" You, who know the honourable manner in 
which I acquired my jaghire, will not be wanting 
to do me justice; at the same time, do your 
duty to the Company as far as is consistent with 
equity and your own safety ; for I tell you very 
plainly, that if the Governor and Council obey 
the orders received from the Company, they 
must do it at their peril, and that I shall imme- 
diately commence an action against them by my 
attorneys in Bengal. 

"The letter I send to the Governor and 
Council, I am persuaded, you will look upon as 
an act of necessity, in order to save my un* 

• 28th April, 176S. 
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doubted property from the worst of enemies,— * 
a combination of ungrateful Directors/' 

From the sentiments entertained and expressed 
by Mr. Vansittart and Lord Clive*s other friends 
in Baigal, and the result of communications 
with the Nabob and Emperor *, there is no doubt 
that ev&ty step would have been taken, and 
every document obtained, that could have con- 
firmed his right to the jaghire ; but an arrange- 
ment which took place in the ensuing year at 
the India House rendered all further proceed- 
ings unnecessary. 

The violent animosities of parties in Bengal, 
which spread to England, were brought to a 
crisis, in that country, by intelligence of the 
dreadful massacre at Fatna, and the murder of 
Mr. Amyatt, and those by whom he was accom- 
panied, at Moorshedabad. These events will be 
fully noticed in the next chapter. Suffice it here 
to say, that they produced the greatest alarm 
in the mind of every one connected with India. 

The proprietors now turned all their attention 
to the state of Bengal; where, besides what 
had occurred with the native government, the 
recriminations of the opposed parties among their 
own servants had brought to light a scene of 
corruption, division, and disti^action in their in- 

• The Shah-Zada (Shah Alum) had^ before Clive's letters 
arrived, succeeded to the throne of Delhi. 

Q 3 
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tenml rule» which^ if not early revMdiedy threat, 
ened to bring complete ruin upon theii affiurs^ 
and to disappoint ail the goiden dffeaai8 of pro* 
fit from their possessions in that quarter o£ 
India. 

Under such circumstaiicea it is not suarpnAng 
that the eyes of almost all should have been 
turned on Clive, as the only person fitted to re* 
medy the mismanagement and misrule of theit 
Indian empire. At a very full Geneial Court 
he was unanimously solicited to return to India. 

At the same time, the proprietors proposed 
to the Directors the instant restitution of his 
jaghire ; nor can there be a doubt (accofding to 
the narrative^ now before me) that thi& vote 
would have been carried by a great majority j 
but Lord CKve, who was in Court, not thinking 
it strictly honourable to take advantage of this 
sudden spirit of generosity, and to oarry, ma^ly 
by his p(^ularity, a case which was depending 
at law, rose, and requested they would desist 
from their liberal intentions ; adding, that from 
being sensible of the impropriety of going abroad 
whilst so valuable a part of his property ra% 
mained in dispute, be would make some pro* 
posals to the C(Hirt of Directors, which wouk^ 
he trusted, end in an amicable adjustmiMit of tbia 
aflair, 

♦ MSS- of Sir Bemj Stmimy* 
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Lord Clive bad now thrown off all disguise 
with Mr. Sulivan ; thej were open and inr econ« 
eilable opponents. His Lordship, on this occa* 
sion, pursued a course quite suited to the 
boldness and decision of his character. After 
stilting what he had done about thejaghire, he 
ecmcluded by observing, " There was anothet 
and more weighty obstacle to his undertaking 
the management of the a£&irs in Bengal, without 
the removal of which he thought it incumbent 
upon him to apprise them of his positive deter- 
iounation to decline entering again into their 
service: that be differed so much from Mr. 
Sulivan in opinion of the measures necessary to 
be taken &Kr the good of the Company,, that be 
could not consider that gentleman as. a proper 
Chairman of the Court of Directors ; that it 
would be in vain for him to exert himself as he 
oftight, in the office of Governor and Commander 
in Chief of their forces, if his measures were to 
be thwarted and condemned at home, as they 
probal^ wox2ld be, by a Couort of Directors 
under the influence of a Chairman, wbose eon>- 
duciv upon many occasions, had evinced hia 
ignorance of East India affairs^ and who was dao 
known to be his perscmal and inveterate enemy ;. 
that it was a matter totally indifferent to himy 
who filled the chair, if Mr. Sulivan did not ; but 
that he could not, consistently with the regard 

Q 4 
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he had for his own reputation, an^d the advsmtages 
he ahould be emulous of estaUishing for the 
Company, proceed in the appointm^ts with 
which they had honoured him, if that gimtlefnaQ 
continued to have the lead at home.''* 

Mr. Sulivan, fearing he might fall a sacrifice 
to the resolution which he saw the Court enter* 
tain of possessing on any terms the services of 
Lord Clive, and knowing too well the frame of 
his Lordship's mind to expect any diange in 
sentiments he had so decidedly avowed, rose, 
and expressed his concurrence in the opinion of 
the General Court as to the talents of Lord Clive, 
with whom he <x)uld conceive no reason why he 
should be at variance, it having been his desire 
to live in friendship with him. After these pro- 
fessions, and some general observations of the 
same tendency, Mr. Sulivan proceeded to repre* 
sent the impropriety of supersedii^ (by the civil 
and military powers proposed to be granted to 
Lord Clive) Mr. Vansittart, Governor erf Ben«< 
gal, and Maj(»r*Genend Lawrence, who had 
lately been induced to return to Madras. He 
also stated the disappointment which the nomin** 
ation of Lord Clive would create to Mr. Spencer, 
a Bombay servant lately nominated to the head 
of affiujTS at Bengal. But the General Court 

* I have extracted this summary of what Lord Clive said 
upon thb subject from the MSS. before quoted. 
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were in no temper to listen to such reasoning, 
and with one voice insisted upon the Directors 
making the appointment. The Directors, as a 
last resource, desired to try the question by bal- 
lot ; but the bye-laws of the Company establish 
tl^ no ballot shall take place except by a 
requisition of nine proprietors. Though upwards 
of three hundred were present, this number could 
not be found to sign their names to such a 
requisition; and the Court, in consequence, 
adjourned. 

The Court of Directors, thus compelled to 
attend to the wish of the Court of Proprietors, 
nominated Lord Clive Governor and Commander 
in Chief of Bengal. There was some hesitation 
about the military commission interfering with 
that of Major-General Lawrence, who, though 
advimced in years, and infirm, had accompanied 
his near relation Mr. Palk, when that gentleman 
was appointed Governor of Madras. But Clive 
intimated, that it was &r from his wish to super- 
sede his old commander : all he required was, 
that neither Major-General Lawrence nor any 
other officer should have the powa: of interfering 
with his command in Bengal. 

Lord Clive received his appointment^ within 
a month of the gaieral election ; and the Di- 
rectors hurried their preparations for his depart* 
* March, 176*. 
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ure^ from a desire that he should leave England 
before that took place; conceivings no doubts 
that his doing so would evince a confidence in 
then* support, and prevent that opposition which 
several of them expected, on the gf oi»nd of their 
known hostility to the popular Governor. A 
letter was, in consequence^ written to Lord Clive 
by the Secretary, informing him that a ship was 
ready to receive him. He replied, that, for 
reasiMis be had assigned at tiie General Court, he 
could not think of embarking, till he knew the 
result of the ejection of Directors, which was 
to take place in the ensuing month. The lyU 
j^ectors, when they received this answer, declaied 
that they considered it as a resignation of the 
government. They therefore summoned a Ge- 
neral Court, at which one of the fMroprietors in 
their intere&t moved, that, as Lord Clive de. 
ciined the government of Bengal, they shoi^ 
proceed to a new nominaticHi ; but his Lordship's 
declaration at the late Court had made too deep 
an impression to be easily erased. The pro« 
prietors saw nothing in his conduct but manly 
consistency with the sentiments he had before so 
decidedly avowed; and, oti the other hand^ 
viewing the conduct of the Directors as an un- 
worthy artifice to evade compliance with their 
wishes, they threw out the proposition with 
violence and clamour. 
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On the 35th of April, 1764^, a very 
QOQtefit took plactw. Mn SuUvan brought, for* 
WQxd one hat of twcntywthree Directors; and 
Mr. Rous (who was supported by CIiTe) pro* 
dueed another* Notwithstanding his friend^ 
Lord Bute, was no longer minister, Mr. Sulivan 
facceeded in bringii^ in half kis numben ; but 
we cannot have a stronger proof of the degree 
m which the attack of Lord Clive had shaken 
the powei* of this lately popular Director^ than 
the faet that his own Section was only carried 
by one ^ote. In the subsequent contest for the 
chair, Mr. Rous succeeded ; and Mr. Bolton, 
who was also of Clivers party, was nominated his 
Deputy. 

Soon after the election of the Directors^ the 
Court took the subject of the settlement of Lord 
Ciive's jaghire into coosideratioo ; and a pro* 
position, made by himself, was agreed to *, con- 

* This agreement between the Company and Lord Clive is 
as follows : — 

**' By hidenture bearing date the 16th May, 1764> between 
Hkm United Company of Meidiants of Eogland tiading (q 
the East indies, oa the one part, and Robert Lovd GUve on 
the other part, it is agreed, that the said Company shall, fo« 
the term of ten years, cause to be paid to Lord Ciive» his ad- 
minislratots, &e. out of tkeit treasury in Bengal, (to be eonk* 
puled firoai th>^ 5th May^ 1764^) the fiall amount of the said 
jaghire rents ; prorided nevertheless, that in ease the said 
Lord Clive should die before the expiration of the said tea 
years, the Company shall make good the payment of tfie 
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firming his right for ten years, if he lived so 
long, and provided the Company continued, 
during that period, in possession of the landa 
from which the revenue was paid. 

Lord Clive, previous to his departure, com* 
municated his sentiments to the Directors, very 
fully, upon all points connected with affiurs in 
Bengal. The subject of his letters will be no- 
ticed hereafter. Suffice it to say, that the same 
emergency which caused his nomination led to 
his being vested with extraordinary powers ; and 
he was, aided by a committee of persons of his 
own naming, made independent of his Council. 
His recommendations of different military officers 
were also attended to. The King*s troops being 
at this period recalled, all officers in his IV^jest/s 
service were ordered to England. Maj(H: Cail- 
kud, promoted to the rank of Brigadier-Gene- 
ral, had been appointed to Madras; Major 
Camac's services were rewarded with a similar 
commission, and the command of the troops in 

jaghire only to the time of the death of him the said Lord 
ChVe ; provided also, that in case the Company shall not be 
in actual possession of the lands out of which the said jaghire 
issues, and the revenues thereof, to and for their own use, and 
during the said tarm of ten years, then and in such case, ^le 
said Company shall not be compellable or subject to pay- any 
further part of the jaghire than shall accrue due during the 
said Company's actual possession of the said lands out of 
which it issues." 
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Bengal; Sir Robert Barker was appointed to 
command the artillery ; Majors Richard Smyth 
and Preston were nominated Lieutenant-Colonds 
of the European corps ; and Major Knox ad- 
vanced to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, to 
command the sepoys. 

The victory which Lord Clive obtained at the 
India House was followed up by his friends, 
who, on the next general election (1765), 
strengthened their party among the Directors 
very considerably ; and Mr. Sulivan, notwith- 
standing the active exertions of his adherents, 
was again defeated. This success gave Clive 
the support he required during his short but im- 
portant administration of the affairs of Bengal. 
It laid, however, the foundation of the future 
troubles of his life ; for those over whom he now 
triumphed cherished their resentments * ; and 
their ranks were early recruited by numerous 
malecontents from India, whom Clive's reforms 
had either deprived of the means of accumulat- 
ing wealth, or exposed to obloquy. The efforts 
of his confederated enemies will be noticed here- 

* Mr. Sulivan was not defeated without an active struggle. 
Mr. Walsh, in a letter to Lord Clive of the 5th April, 1765, 
iqpeaking of the contest, observes: — ^ Lord Bute joined him 
(Mr. Sulivan) very strenuously, and got the Duke of Northum- 
berland to do the same. This change may appear extra* 
ordinary ; but abject submissions on the one part, and tender 
solicitations on the other, are said to have brought it aboat)" 
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lAeri the subject u metiti<m^ ha*e mer&iy as 
91 conseqaenoe of his ex]gag;iag personally in l^e 
politics of Leadenhall Stneet How &r that step 
was one of wisdom, or of neceiraity, it is v&y 
diffioalt to determitie. 

The twenty-four Directors were at this period 
elected annually ; and they had no sooner taken 
their seats than they were obliged to commence 
An active canvass to maintain them. Their pa- 
tronage was the great means by which this was 
eiflfected ; and as that extended to almosrt every 
office in India, the value of which rose in pro* 
portion to the undue exercise of local autho- 
rity, the Directors, generally speaking, might 
be said to derive strength from the continuance 
Xfi those abuses which, as managers of the Ck>m- 
pan/s concerns, it was their duty to correct 
At the period of which I am writing, a great 
diange had taken place in this body. Within 
the last ten years a number of the servants of 
the Company had returned to England with 
large fbrtunes ; all of those bought India stock» 
to give them weight as proprietors; and many 
sought the direction, either to support their 
own interest, or that of their friends. Their 
^orts to influence elections brought them some» 
times into violent collision with each other, but 
oftener with those classes of individuals who» 
before this change, had almost wholly mono^ 
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poUsed the managetnent of the offiucs of the 
East India Company. 

To judge from the papers and pampMets writ* 
ten by the different parties concerned io the 
general dections, and the meaas t^en to create 
and influence the votes by ballot, we should pro* 
Dounoe that the India House, at this period, pre* 
sented, annually, a scene in which there was 
little more of temper, and decorum of language^ 
than at any popular election in the kingdom. 
No person better knew the nature of these con- 
tests than Lord Clive ; and no one could be more 

' anxious to avoid them. The resolution he took and 
declared, of preserving himself personally clear 
of them, was communicated to all his friends ; 
and there can be no doubt that he was sincere 
in desiring to abstain from mixing in a scene 
where he might lose, but could not gain, reput- 
ation. But £ngland is a country where men 
who require support must give it Lord Clive 
had grounds^ from his first landing in his native 
country, to dread an attack upon his fortune. 
He ascribes (and no doubt justly) the forbear- 

* ance of his opponents to their dread of his in* 
fluence, particularly with ministers and at court} 
but that was now at an end, when his attach** 
ment to Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grenville, and h» 
disapprobation of the peace, led him, as we 
have stated, to reject the overtures of Lord Bute, 
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when that nobleman added' to his pawer> ai> ^it 
court favourite, that attached to the stalfon k^ 
Prime Minister of his country; 

Lord CUve, under such circumstaneesy had 
no choke between bartering his indqf)endeno^ 
to obtain security to his fortune, and strength^^ 
ening himself through otb» means, in or^rM 
resist the attack with which he was threatened; 
He bad many and warm friends among men of 
the first rank and respectability in England ; and 
a numerous body of Indians were attached t6 
him, either through gratitude, or from admir- 
ation of his character. But all these persons had 
their own ol^ects to serve ; and a continuance 
of their attachment could not have been ^cpeoted 
by one who, thinking only of himself, chose to 
be neutral in afiiurs which nearly concerned 
their honour or their interest To prwent^ 
tterefore^ his being left defenodess and at the 
mercy of those in whom he had no confidence, 
Clive, we must suppose, was compelled' to come 
forward ; and, once in the field, defen^ve nea^ 
sures (however prudent) were altogether un* 
suited to his characten He immediately became 
the assailant ; and his short but active campaign 
at the India House, though chequered with de* 
feat and victory, was ultimately successful, from 
the same causes which had made him so oflen 
triumph in very different scenes* His boldt 
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fxpen^ and uneompromisiiig mind gave coun^ to 
ikis fiiends, and filled with dismay the ranks of 
his enemies. But never was that good fortune 
jUFhicb attended this extraordinary man through 
Mfe more coni^icuous than when it preserved 
him fi:om sinking into the leader of a party at 
the India House, and restored him to his proper 
Inhere, to improve and consolidate his former 
labours, and fix beyond dispute his claim to the 
title of the Founder of the British Empire in 
India. 

Lord Clive, notwithstanding the opinion he 
expressed of the imprudence of Mr. Pitt, con- 
tinned to entertain the greatest veneration for 
that statesman. In a letter to Mtgor Camac, he 
expresses his delight at the feelings of indigna- 
tioa with which Mr. Pitt heard of the conduct 
of the Directors in stopping the payment of his 
jaghtre. But the person to whom Clive appears 
to have most completely attached himself was Mr. 
George Grenville ; and the connection between 
them rested upon principles alike honourable to 
both* It was by the advice of Mr. Grenville 
that Clive came to a compromise with the Di- 
rectcH^ ; and he interfered, personally, to bring 
the dispute between his Lordship and that body 
Uy an amicable conclusion. 

When Clive left England, he took care to free 
himself of all political connections, except with 
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his friend Mn Grenville ; and he requested the 
members whom he brought into parliament, and 
those friends who from gratitude chose to give 
him their personal aid, to make the support c^ 
that statesman the rule of their conduct We 
learn these facts from the letters of Mn Walsh 
to Clive, after the departure of the latter from 
England. 

In one letter, written when Mr. Grenville 
was in office, Mr. Walsh observes, ** There is 
no alteration in the administration } the coldness 
and jealousy between them and Lord Bute seem 
to continue^ and rather to increase. Your friend 
Mr. Grenville maintains his ground very well j 
indeed he appears to me to confirm his power 
daily, by his vast application to business, and by 
the moderation and circumspection with which 
he conducts himself. He is very sparing of 
promises, and therefore, as I take it, means to 
keep those he makes, which is the sure found- 
ation for a durable administration. I am much 
inclined to think that while he has any influence, 
there will be no unpopular steps taken by the 
ministry. The day of the general warrants hdd 
till five in the morning, when an amendment 
that destroyed the motion was carried by a ma- 
jority of thirty-nine. Before the debate, I spoke 
to Mr. Grenville, and reminding him of what 
had passed when you introduced me to him, I 
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remarked that it was upon such occasions as the 
present that he had the most want of assistance 
from his friends ; and that I was apprehensive 
my being no longer neutral, as I was last year, 
would, instead of being of use to him as I 
meant it, be of detriment ; and that, therefore, 
I left it to his option, whether I should come 
down that day or not; upon, which, he very 
handsomely desired me to come down by all 
means, and be determined by the merits of the 
cause, and not only that day, but during the 
whole session. I accordingly was there, and 
staid till one in the morning, when the debate 
having got amongst the lawyers, grew exces- 
sively dull and tedious, and not being very well 
at the time, I retired without voting at all/' 

In a subsequent letter*, Mr, Walsh informs 
Lord Clive of the unexpected change that had 
taken place in the administration. After de- 
scribing the different political parties that had 
arisen, and were likely to arise, he adds, ** As to 
me I do not propose being absolutely of either 
party ; your interest does not appear to me by 
any means to require it, nor do my inclinations 
at all lead me to it Mr. Grenville, it is true, I 
consider as entitled personally to all your as- 
sistance ; but his connections are no ways to be 
justified. The man, therefore, not his party, 

• 13th Deoember, 1765. 
R 2 
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should have your support, and, agreeably to 
what you yourself told him in my presence, that 
your ministerial attachments would cease for 
ever with his quitting the administration, your 
plto henceforward should be independency." 

Lord Clive had a most tedious voyage to 
India. The ship put into Rio Janeiro, from 
whence we find letters to all his friends in Eng- 
land. Constantly alive to every object which 
afiected, in the most remote degree, the interest 
of his country, he communicated to Mr. Gren- 
ville the observations which occurred to him 
upon the state of the colony, which he had very 
unexpectedly visited. 

"As a well-wisher to my country," he ob- 
serves*, *^ cannot avoid representing to you the 
deplorable condition of this capital settlement of 
the Portuguese. I should think myself de- 
serving of everlasting infamy if I did not, with 
a battalion of infantiy, make myself master of 
Rio Janeiro in twenty-four hours. They have 
nothing here that deserves the name of fortifica- 
tion : an unflanked garden wall with a rampart, 
with some old unserviceable and honey-combed 
cannon, constitute the chief strength of this 
place ; and if the capital be in this defenceless 
condition, what are we to think of the subordi- 
nate settlements on the coast of Brazil. Bad as 
• I4th October, 1764. 
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the Spaniards are, they could not fail, upoii a 
future war, of making a speedy and easy con- 
quest of all the Portuguese possessions in this 
part of the world, which would be of much more 
consequence to Spain than the conquest of 
Portugal. If a hint of their weakness could be 
conveyed to the court of Portugal, and the re- 
£:)rmation already begun there could be ex- 
tended to the coast of the Brazils, it might be 
the means of preserving their valuable possessions 
from &Iling into the hands of the Spaniards 
sooner or later/' 

Mr. GrenviUe, after he left office, acknow- 
ledged the receipt of this letter and some small 
presents from the Cape. He refers, in this com- 
munication, to the change of administration 
which had so recently occurred; and I quote his 
observations less from their connection with the 
life of Clive than from the value which attaches 
to every sentiment of one of the most honourable 
and eminent statesmen who belonged to this 
period of English history. 

" I take this opportunity," Mr. Grenville ob- 
serves*, "of repeating to your Lordship my 
thanks, for the honour of your letter from the 
Brazils, and for the sensible and useful observ- 
ations contained in it ; which I immediately en- 
deavoured to make the best use of in my power. 

» Uth October, 1765. 
R S 
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I have since then received an account of your 
very obliging present of some wine, a sea-dogi and 
some birds from the Cape. The sea-dog was 
unluckily lost in the voyage home» by jumping 
overboard, and the birds I have not yet been 
able to get ; but when I return to town, I shaU 
apply to Mr. Walsh for his assistance. The wine 
is safely lodged in my cellars, and by the account 
of it, I make no doubt will prove excellent. 

" Your Lordship will have heard long before 
this letter can reach your hands, of the change 
which the King has been advised to make 
in his administration, in consequence of which 
I have no longer the honour to be in his 
Majesty's service. You will certainly have re- 
ceived many comments upon this very sudden 
(and, from the situation of public af&irs when it 
happened, very unexpected) alteration ; but as I 
am too nearly oMicemed in this event to make 
them, I will only say, that I sincerely wish it 
may be productive of benefit to the King and to 
the kingdom, instead of being attended with 
that confusion and disorder which is generally 
expected, if the present system should continue^ 
though that is thought not likely. For my own 
part, I can only say, that I am in the same 
opinions, and shall endeavour to promote the 
same plan for the public business out of office, 
which I did whilst I had the honour to hold 
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one; In these sentiments, those who are now 
in his Majestjr's service will probably not agree 
with me ; but on the other hand, I have reason 
to hope for the approbation of those who have 
done me the honour to approve my conduct. I 
shall earnestly wish in every situation, to pre- 
serve the good opinion and kindness which my 
friends have so strongly expressed towards me 
upon the present occasion, and to cultivate the 
good will and friendship which your Lordship 
has shown to me. Our accounts here of the 
state in which you will find affairs in the East 
Indies are too uncertain for me to be able to 
make any pertinent observations upon them ; I 
will, therefore, content myself with expressing 
to you my warmest and most hearty wishes, that 
you may be attended with the same success and 
honour to yourself, and the same benefit to the 
public, in your present command, as your former 
conduct in those countries so deservedly ac- 
quired.** 

Lord Clive had been flattered during his stay 
in England, by having a vote passed that his 
statue should be placed in the India House along 
with those of General Lawrence and Sir George 
Pocock. A medal * had also been struck at the 

* The foUowing is the account of this medal given bj 
Mr. Stuart (commonly called Athenian Stuart) by whom it. 
was designed. << The medal commemorates the battle of 

R 4 
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desire of the Society for PromottDg Arts and 
Commerce^ in commeinoration of the victory of 
Plaasey, and its great and important ksuUss. 
These honourable marks of rc^rd and respect 
could not but be gratifying ; and, combined as 
they were with the enjoyment of domestic * 



Plassey^ and is in honour of Lord Clive. On one side is his 
Lordship, holding the British standard hi oae hand, and 
with the other he bestows the ensign of Subahsluip on Maer 
Jaffier. In the space between, are grouped together a globe, 
a cornucopia, and an antique rudder, to which the legend 
r^ers. llie cornucopia symbolises the riches with which 
Meer Jaffier atoned fbr the iajuries done to our countrymen 
by his predecessor ; the rudder is for the augmentation of 
our navigation and commercial privileges ; and the globe, 
for our territorial acquisitions; all of which were conse- 
quences of thia victory. In the exergue is written, < A 
Soubah gtveti to BengaL* 

*< On the other face of the medal is a victory seated on 
an elephant, bearing a trophy in one hand, and a palm- 
branch in the other. The inscription is * Victory <a Plasseyy 
* Clive Ccmmander^ In the exergue is the date of the 
victory, and the mark of the Society for Promoting Arts and 
Commerce." 

* In the collection of letters in my possession are many 
which ptove the happiness Lord Clive enjoyed, at this period, 
in his family ; but he was not exempt from severe afflictions. 
I have before mentioned the loss of an infant boy, when he 
sailed on his second visit to India. When he led Calcutta in 
1760, his youngest boy was so ill, that he could not embark ; 
the child was left in charge of Mr. FuUarton, and died. A 
daughter, as has been mentioned, was born to Lord Clive 
after his arrival in England ; and Lady Clive, when he sailed, 
was on the point of being confined again. 



Digitized by 



Google 



MUfOrnS OF rORD CLIYE. !M>9 

httppineBs, aOfd the: society of fUends to whom 
he was attached, they natarally rendered him 
^vy lelttctant again to leave his native country. 
The bad health he had for the first twelvemonth 
after his return made him dread the effects of 
'an English winter; but latterly he appears to 
have overcome that feeling, though we meet, in 
his letters, with occasional expressions of de- 
spondency, which indicate tlmt depression of 
spirits consequent on the nervous attacks to which 
he continued to be subject. 
. Lord Clive purchased, as his town residence, 
the lease of the excellent and spacious house, 
which still belongs to his femily, in Berkeley 
Square. He made several improvements on 
Styche; but the house and lands being on a 
limited scale for his fortune, he bought the estate 
of Walcot, and employed a celebrated architect • 
to render the mansion suitable to the residence 
of his family. His kind attentions to his parents 
appear to have been greater than ever ; and when 
on the eve of returning to India, though his 
agents' letters show that the purchases be had 
made and the stoppage of his jaghire had so 
embarrassed him, that he had no money at com- 
mand, he generously gave a bond to each of his 
five sisters for 2,000/., in addition to the present 

* Mr. (afterwards Sir Robert) Chambers. 
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to the same amount whidii he had hekte grreo 

Lord Clive carried to India Mr. Strachey, and 
Captain Maskelyne, a brother to Latdy Clive. 
He exerted bis utmost ^orts to forward the in- 
terests of her other brother, Mr. Nevil Maske- 
lyne of Cambridge ; and these efforts, supported 
as they were by the great science and high cha- 
racter of that gentleman, obtained for him the 
R^us professorship at Woolwich.* 

Mr. George Clive, who (as has been before 
stated) brought home a moderate fortune, im- 
proved it by marriage ; and was too comforts 
ably settled to return to India« Mr. Scrafton 
had become a Director ; but his grave duties do 
not appear to have deprived him of his usual 
high spirits. In one letter, he warns Lord Clive, 
that he is now in a different relation to him, 
being *^ one of his honourable masters.'^ In 
another, he gives a humorous account of some 
of their mutual acquaintances and friends. 

" I add this letter," he observes, " to give 
you an account of that arch Tory Hanyt, who, 
having shook off a load of gout at Mortlake, is 
come to town so pert, so envenomed with tory- 
ism, that he is quite unsufferable. He goes about 

* Dr. Nevil Maskelyne is better known as Astronomer- 
Royal at Greenwich, 
f Mr. Harry Clive. 
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bttKltiiig of your Lordship's coDTeraioii, abuses 
Mr. Pitt, impeaching his patriotism and hommr, 
because a private gentleman has left him an 
estate which he swears he has no right to, and 
that the will should be set aside, for that the 
man who made it must have been mm com*f 
trumps up the Duchess of Marlborough's legacy, 
the Hanover millstone, &c«&c. ; swears Lord Bute 
is the only man of merit, and Tories the only true 
patriots. * * * * Young Walcot has 
married a parson's daughter sans wn sol; and 
Walsh has married a country house, that will 
run away with more money, and give him more 
plague, than half the wives in England. Poor 
Daddy King is half eat up with the gout ; has 
just one hand left to play at cards, and the free 
use of his tongue, so that he has as much enjoy« 
ment of his faculties as if his whole body were 
at ease." 

Lord Clive's friend Mr. Pigot returned to 
England before his Lordship . left it : his for- 
tune * was reported to be very large ; and 

* Mr. Watts efltimated Lord Pigot's fortune at 400,000/. 
It had chiefly been made (according to the same authority) 
by lending money at high interest to the Nabob, the chieft, 
and managers of provinces. This practice was then too 
common to be considered as in any way discreditable ; though 
it was soon afterwards discovered to be one of the most 
baneful and injurious to. the public interests that the Com- 
pany could tolerate in any of their servants, but above all, 
in those high in station. 
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through the influence it enabled him to establish^ 
he attained first a baronetcy^ and afterwards a 
peerage* 

. Mr. Orme had settled in England ; and. from 
his correspondence appears (at this time) to 
have been engaged in finishing the second part 
of his history. In a letter * now before me, he 
complains of the obstructions which forms create 
to his examination of the records of the India 
House } while he expresses his hope of meeting 
more fiicility from the kind attentions of Lord 
Clive. Writing to that nobleman, he observes, 
^' I have had permission to poke into the re- 
cords of the India House, and have discovered 
excellent materials for the exordium of my second 
volume ; but the diflBculty of getting them away 
is immense, for every scrap of an extract that I 
desire is submitted to the consideration of the 
Court of Directors ; so that in three months, and 
after making twenty-five journeys to the House, 
I have not got half what I want. All because 
they wo'n't lend me old books, of which not 
a soul in England suspected the existence until 
my rummages discovered them. I am afraid, 
my Lord, that these gentlemen suspect that I 
shall make a fortune by my book ; and therefore 
think all the trouble and impediments I meet 

♦ 21st November, 1764. 
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witb to be what I have no reason to complain of, 
^ it is in the way of trade. 

" You, my Lord, have treated me differently ; 
and pray continue to do so. Make me a vast 
map of Bengal, in which not only the outlines of 
the province, but also the different subdivisions 
of Burdwan, Beerboom, &c. may be justly 
marked. Get me a clear idea of the different 
offices and duties of Duan, Bukhshee, Cadgee, 
Cutwall, and all other great posts in the govern- 
ment Take astronomical observations of longi- 
tude, if you have any body capable of doing it. 
I send you a skeleton of the Bengal map I in- 
tend for my second volume, and I will hereafter 
send you the first sheets of the book itself} 
which will contain matter entirely new, even to 
us East Indians ; but that cruel India House, 
and my paper constitution, keep me back most 
terribly." 

Among those he had left in India, Lord Clive 
regarded none with more sincere friendship than 
Major Camac* j and when he feared that that 
officer would resign the service from disgust at 
the treatment he had received, he wrote him in 
the most urgent manner, to take no such pre- 
cipitate step. He informs him, in one letter t, 

* Major Carnacy in 1760, came to St. Helena with Lord 
Clive, and from thence returned to Bengal, 
t June, 1764. 
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that he had exarted himself to the utmost, and 
would continue to do so while he livedo to pro* 
mote his views ; and ** if any accident happens 
to me/' he adds, ** I have left you an annuity 
of 300/. per annum." 

Mr. Amyatt had established himself very high 
in the opinion of Lord Clive, with whom tie 
maintained, for several years, a very intimate cor- 
respondence, to which frequent reference has 
been made. Lord Clive thought equally well of 
this gentleman's talent and integrity; and was 
deeply grieved at hearing of his death. He had, 
it is true, recommended Mr. Vansittart to be his 
successor, in preference to Mr. Amyatt ; but the 
latter was quite satisfied that this was done from 
a conscientious conviction of Mr. Vansittart's 
superior competency to the station ; and he knew 
that Lord Clive had endeavoured, though un- 
successfully, to obtain for him the succession of 
the government of Bengal, which bad been 
given to Mr. Spencer, a member of Council at 
Bombay, a gentleman whom Clive had recom- 
mended to be at the head of his own presidency, 
but against whose present nomination he re- 
monstrated in the strongest manner, on the 
ground of his abilities and character (though re- 
spectable) not being such as to warrant the 
supersession of so many civil servants at Bengal, 
and particularly of Mr. Amyatt. 
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We faftve often had occasion to notice the in- 
timate footing on which Clive had lived for 
many years with Mn Vansittart, and the high 
opinion be entertained of his virtue and abilities. 
Though condemning the dethronement of Meer 
Jaffier, be ascribed the chief blame of that mea- 
sure to Mr. Holwell^ and believed that his friend 
Van. (as he termed him) had acted from neces- 
sity : but when Cos»m Ali was left uncontrolled 
to pursue his own course, and the Governor, 
acting on the system of non-interference with 
the Nabob's authority, abandoned to his mercy 
the rich Hindus and others, who had long looked 
to tl^ English for protection, Clive was unqua- 
lified in his condemnation of a policy which he 
deemed calculated to injure the reputation, and 
with it tl^ strength, of the British Government. 
The opinions he gave on this subject were in 
direct opposition to those contained in the mi- 
nute and memorials published by Mr. Vansittart 
in defence of his conduct ; and their wide dif- 
ference on a snbject of such importance led to 
their being of opposite parties in the India 
House. 

Mr. Sulivim became the advocate of Mr. Van* 
sittart, whose modesty, moderation, and great 
virtue he contrasted with the bold, grasping am- 
bition of Lord Clive; and this circumstance, 
more than any other, tended to loosen those 
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bonds by which the two friends had been so long 
united. 

When persons are in the situation of Lord 
Clive and Mr. Vansittart, every trifle obtains 
importance, and serves to widen the breach. 
Lord Clive appears to have been, during the 
whole of his residence in England, very desirous 
to establish himself well at court. Among other 
attentions, he studied to gratify the curiosity of 
the King, by obtaining for him some of the most 
remaiicable animals of the East. He wrote *- 
several times to Mr. Vansittart to aid him in 
this object. Some time after his application. 
Lord Clive received a letter from that gentleman, 
intimating that he had sent home two elephants'^, 
a rhinoceros, and a Persian mare, which he re- 
quested his Lordship would, along with his bro- 
ther, Mr. Arthur Vansittart, present to his 
Majesty. 

When these animals reached England, Mr. A. 

• One of Lord Clivers letters to Mr. Vannttart is dated 
I7th December, 1762. The passage alluded to is as follows : 
— " I must again repeat my desire of having a large elephant 
embarked for his Majesty, if the thing be practicable, of 
which you must be a better judge than I, who are upon the 
spot ; and if you can send me any curiosities, such as ante- 
lopes, hog-deer, nilgows or lynxes, I shall be much obliged 
to you." 

t One of the elephants was so large that it could not be 
embarked. 
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Vancittart requested Lord Clive would ad- 
company him to court, to present them. The 
following answtf to this letter diows the first 
-inqnsssion which this transaction made upon his 
Lordship's mind. 

"Upon the receipt of your letter,*' Lord 
CHve observes, " enclosing a copy of a para- 
:graph f]X)ai your brother, I can plainly perceive, 
that Mr. Vansittart, declining to comply with 
the request I made him, of purchasing and send- 
ing home, on my account, an elephant, to be 
presented to his Majesty by me, has taken that 
hint to send one home on his own. This un- 
kind treatment I neither deserved nor expected 
from Mr. Vansittart I am persuaded his Ma- 
jesty will not think I am wanting in that respect 
which is due to him, if I decline presenting, in 
another person's name, an elephant which I in- 
tended to present in my own. At the same 
time, I shall take care his Majesty be informed 
of the cause of my desiring to be excused at- 
tending ycm to his Majesty, with Mr. Vansit- 
tart's presents." 

An explanation took place upon this subject ; 
and it appears by a letter * from Lord Clive to 

• In this letter, which is dated January, I764f> Lord Clive 
observes ; << I am sorry there should be any mistake about 
the elephant ; and although I was somewhat affected at first 
at the commission you gave me to present the elephant to 
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Mr. Vansittart in the following year, that some 
blame attached to the captain of the ship^ who 
acted, according to Lord Clive's opinion, at the 
instigation of Mr. Sulivan. But it is a justice 
we owe to the memory of the latter gentleman 
to state, that Lord Clive was in such a frame of 
mind at the time he listened to this accusation, 
as readily to believe that every thing (whether 
public or private) which tended to annoy or 
injure him originated with or was aggravated 
by, his rival for supremacy at the India House. 

Though several causes combined to interrupt 
that cordiality which bad once subsisted between 
Lord Clive and Mr. Vansittart, no open rupture 
took place. The latter had left Calcutta before 
his successor arrived, and returned to his native 
country with a moderate fortune*, and a cha- 
racter for integrity that was never impeached, 
even by those who censured most severely the 
weakness and impolicy of many measures of his 
government. 

Lord Clive, in the hurry of leaving England, 



his Majesty in your name, instead of my own, yet the thing 
in itself appears to me to be of too trifling a nature for either 
of us to think any more about it. Your brother will infmin 
you in what manner Sampson has acted, owing, I believe, 
to the instigation of Sulivan/* 

* Mr. Walsh writes to Lord Clive, that Mr. Vansittart told 
him his fortune did not exceed 2,500i, per annum. 
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forgot to include Mr. Call, the dhief engineer 
at Madras (with Mr. Campbdl • and Mn Pres- 
ton), in his recommendation for a brevet com- 
mission a6 Colonel. He wi^ote t from Rio Ja- 
neiro to the Chairman^ Mr. RoirSj entreating 
he would rectify his mistake^ and prevent so ex- 
cellent an officer being hurt by neglect. In the 
same letter he called his attention, in a Very 
forcible manner, to the merits of Colonel Forde- 
•• If Caillaud/* he observes, ^* should not go 
to the coast of Coromandel, ptay do not fbrget 
Colonel Forde, who is a brave, meritorious, and 
honest officer. He was offered a jaghire by the 
Subah of the Deckan, but declined taking it 
upon terms contrary to the interest of the Com- 
pany. Lord Clive, General Lawrence, and Colo- 
nel Coote, have received marks of the Directors' 
approbation and esteem ; Colonel Forde has re- 
ceived none. The two captains who fought and 
took the Dutch ships in the Ganges received 
each a piece of plate ; but Colonel Forde, the 
conqueror of Masulipatam, who rendered the 
Company a much greater service by the total de- 
feat of all the Dutch land forces in Bengal, has 
not been distinguished by any mark of the Com- 
pany's favour." 

* Afterwards Sir Archibald Campbell, Governor of Fort 
St. George. 

t 14th October, 1764. 

s 2 
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I here close the account of Clivers second visit 
to his native country, in which he resided more 
than three years. I have been minute in relating 
the events of this period. They had, both as 
they related to the friendships he formed and 
improved, and the hostility which his open and 
warm temper provoked, a serious influence upon 
his future career ; and a knowledge of them is 
quite essential, both to the developement of his 
character, and to the understanding of the sub- 
sequent part of these volumes. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Before resuming the narrative of Clivers life, 
and accompanying him on his last visit to India, 
it will be necessary to take a general and concise 
view of the events which had occurred in that 
country during the short period of his absence. 
It would, indeed, be impossible, without such 
a review, to understand the nature of the scenes 
in which he became engaged, or the motives 
and grounds of the measures he adopted. 

He was succeeded in the administration of the 
affiiirs of Bengal by Mr. Vansittart ; who, as he 
owed his elevation to Clive, was disposed, we 
may conclude, to pursue the course of policy 
which Clive had marked out. But however easy 
it may be for a man of moderate talent to follow 
genius in a smooth and beaten track, it becomes 
impossible, where the road is rugged and in- 
distinct, and where the slightest deviation leads 
inevitably to the widest separation from him who 
preceded. 

This was the case with Mr. Vansittart He 
had a clear perception between right and wrong, 
in the abstract; but his letters and minutes, 

s 3 
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soon after he was appointed governor, show that 
he was quite incompetent to take a comprehen- 
sive view of the great and conflicting interests 
committed to his charge, and still less to quell 
the violent passic»is that were in action. He 
found evils of much magnitude, and he con- 
scientiously desired to remedy them; but he 
appears to have looked no further, aad^ conse- 
quently, to have often exchanged bad for wmse. 
Volumes have been written for and against the 
measures he adopted : they will be here noticed 
only in a very cursory manner. 

I have stated, in the tenth chapter, that at the 
period of time when Clive sailed for England, 
accounts had been received of the advance of 
the Shah-Zada towards Patna ; and that Colonel 
Caillaud had been detached with a force to aid 
Ram Narrain in repelling the invasion. Alum- 
geer the Second had been murdered by his 
minister, Umad-ul-Moolk * ; and the Shah-Zada t, 
on becoming emperor, had assumed the title of 
Shah-Alumt ; nominating, at the same time, 
Sujah-u-Dowlah (the ruler of Oude) his vizier. 

The young emperor was successful in his first 
action with Ram Narrain ; but the latter being 
reinforced by Colonel Caillaud and Meeran, the 

* More commonly called Ghazee-u-Deen. 

f Prince Royal. 

i Shah Alum signifies '<King of the World." 
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invaders were, in their turn, defeated*, and 
compelled to retire from before Patna. The 
Emperor, however, instead of retiring towards 
Benares, took the route of Moorshedabad, whi- 
ther he was pursued, and obUged to retrace his 
steps J and, after another ineffectual attempt to 
take Patna, he retreated to Hindoostan. The 
triumph of the Nabob's arms was completed by 
the defeat of the rebel Raja of Pumeah, by 
Captain Knox ; but, in the midst of these suc« 
cesses, an event occurred, which became the 
proximate cause of another revolution in Bengal. 
The Prince Meeran, who has occupied so con- 
spicuous a part in this narrative, was killed f by 
lightning. This violent young man had been at 
once the support and dread of the less ener- 
getic Meer Jaffien Though Meeran was sensible 
of the necessity of the aid of the English, he 
was impatient of the state of dependence and 
control in which the aUiance with that nation 
had placed him ; and the continual conflict of 
his interests and passions rendered him turbulent 
and dangerous. To Clive, alone, he was obe- 
dient ; and a sentiment of attachment and re- 
spect for that commander appears, on many 
occasions, to have checked him in schemes that 
must have terminated fatally for himself, or his 
father. This prince, with all his vices and er- 

• 22d February, 1760. f 2d July, 1760. 
S 4 
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rors» was generous to his depaodents and army ; 
who, after his death, afraid of losing their ar- 
rears, surrounded the palace, and threatened the 
life of their sovereign, against whom many of 
his dependents took up arms ; and, as if the 
misfortunes of the country were to be complete, 
it was visited by a predatory incursion of the 
Mahrattas. 

Amid these scenes of war, mutiny, rebellion, 
and plunder, Mr. Vansittart assumed the govern- 
ment of Bengal.* Mr. Holwell, who had been 
in temporary charge, cherished the greatest pre- 
judice against the reigning Nabob. Meer Jaffier 
was, according to him, the author of all these 
evils ; and so entirely did he succeed in impres- 
sing the new governor with the same sentiments 
that, within two months t from Mr. Vansittarf s 
arrival at Calcutta, a treaty was concluded with 
Meer Cossim Ali, son-in-law to the Nabob, the 
general of the army, engaging that the Nabob 
should invest him with full power as ruler of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa ; in return for which, 
he made over to the Company the fruitful pro- 
vinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 

The ostensible causes of this revolution are 
honestly, indeed, but not very satisfactorily, 

* August, 1760. 

f This treaty was concluded on the 27th September. 
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Stated by the Governor himself in his narrative*, 
and seem to have been chiefly the financial dif- 
ficulties of the Company's afiairs. The Nabob 
was to a certain extent in arrear, and other pres- 
sures were felt. " The season had now begun,*' 
says Mr. Vansittart, " when our forces were to 
take the field against a powerful enemy, whilst 
we had scarce a rupee in our treasury to enable 
us to put them in motion. The easy channel in 
which the Company's afiairs ran, whilst the sums 
stipulated by the treaty (with Meer Jafiier) 
lasted, had diverted their attention from the dis- 
tresses which must unavoidably fall on them, 
whenever that fund should be exhausted ; and 
continuing to act on the same extensive plan in 
which they set out, they now found themselves 
surrounded by numerous difficulties, which were 
heightened by the particular circumstances of 
the country at this period, and weighed- down 
with the very advantages which they had ac- 
quired ; that is, an establishment which had lost 
the foundation on which it was built ; a militaiy 
force proportioned to their connections and in- 
fluence in the country without the means of 
subsistence ; a fortification begun upon the same 
extensive plan, at a vast expense ; and an alli- 
ance with a power unable to support itself, and 
threatening to involve them in the same ruin." 
• Vol. I. p. 98. 
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Mr. VanBittart adds, that had indolence and 
weakness been the Nabob's only faults, destruo 
tive as they were to the welfare of the country 
and of the Company, he would have felt more 
sevoely the necessity of measures the tendency 
of which was to dissolve the engagements be- 
tween him and the Company ; but that in addi- 
tion to diisi he found a general disaffection to 
his government and detestation of his person and 
principles in all ranks of peq)le. Even from this 
representation of the person principally con- 
cerned in the revolution, it is plain that the mea- 
sure '^ of not only breaking a solemn treaty with* 
out previous warning and negotiation with the 
prince with whom it was contracted, but even of 
dethroning that prince, without attempting to 
remedy by some convention the temporary evils 
complained of, was a rash and unjustifiable mea- 
swe, particularly where the change and all die 
articles of the new treaty were so obviously for 
the advantage of one of the parties only/' 

The Governor went to Moorshedabad in the 
bc^e of persuading Meer Jaffier to resign a 
power which he endeavoured to convince him 
he was alike unfit and unworthy to use, and to 
place it in the hands of Cossim Ali, who was his 
nearest connection, and the commander of his 
army. We cannot be surprised that the Nabob 
should indignantly repulse these attempts to 
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reoda: him the wiUing instrament of his own 
degnuktion. He refused to be associated, in 
any way, with the proposed arrangements for 
the better government of his dominions j and 
stipulated for nothing but permission to retire to 
Calcutta, that his life might be safe from that 
danger to which it must be exposed, if he re- 
mained at his own capital. His request was 
granted; and Cossim AU was proclaimed Nabob.* 

* A curious and minute account of the progreasive steps 
taken in effecting thia revolution is given in a letter to Clive 
(dated the 3d December, 1760,) from Mr, Loshmgion, who 
heki the situation of linguist to the army, and who wss an 
eje^-witness of the incidents he describes. After detailing 
Mr. Vansittart's visit to Moorshedabad accompanied by a 
hundred and eighty Europeans, six bundled sepoys, and four 
pieces of cannon, that force mi^t be used in case Meor 
Jaffier should refuse to comply with his demands, and men-> 
tioning that he had delivered to the Nabob three letters ex-> 
planatory of his intentions, to which he waited a final answer^ 
Mr, Lushington proceeds : — *^ We waited all the next day ; 
but no answer coming, the Governor thought it proper not 
to lose any time, and therefore ordered Colonel Caillaud to 
go by water with his detachment, so early that he might 
surround the palace at daybreak ; sending at the same time 
a letter, acquainting the Nabob that he had sent the Colonel 
tp settle those affairs which he had conferred with him about, 
and to which he had promised to give an answer, but none 
was brought. The Nabob sent word to the Colonel he would 
give no answer until the troops returned to MoraueUbaug, aa 
he never expected such treatment from the English. Some 
few conferences were afterwards held by Mr. Hastings and 
myself with several of the Nabob's ministers ; but as nothing 
could be agreed on I was sent back to Moraudbaug, to give 
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The character of this chief stood high before 
his elevation* Of the crime of guilty ambition^ 

an account of our proceedings to the Govemory and to hare 
his final order whether we should storm the palace in case the 
Nabob refiised to comply. He answered he wished not to 
tpill the blood of a man whom he raised to such dignities, 
but that the affair must be finished before sunset. With this 
I returned; and found, to my great surprise, Cossim Ali 
Khan's standards, and the nobits» beating in his name. Co- 
lonel Caillaud now told me that the Nabob had sent out the 
seals to his son-in-law, and offered to resign the government 
if the English would be security for his life. This was im* 
mediately agreed to, and a meeting was held between the 
Colonel and the Nabob, who made the following speech, as 
well as I can remember : •*-< The English placed me on the 
musnud ; you may depose me if you please. You have thought 
proper to break your engagements. I would not mine. Had 
I such designs I could have raised twenty thousand men, 
and fought you if I pleased. My son, the Chuta Nabob 
(Meeran), forewarned me of all this. I desire you will 
either send me to Sabut Jung (Lord Clive), for he will do 
me justice, or let me go to Mecca ; if not, let me go to Cal- 
cutta; for. I will not stay in this place. You will, I suppose, 
let me have my women and children ; therefore, let me have 
budgerows and be carried immediately to Moraudbaug.' The 
Governor saw him soon after this, and he made much the 
same speech to him, adding, he could be nowhere safe but 
under the English protection." 

That Mr. Lushington did not concur very cordially in the 
measures described, may be inferred from his concluding 
observations. *^ The Company,'' he observes, << are to receive 
the countries of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, for 
this service. I, therefore, should be glad to know how this 
Nabob will be any more able to pay his people than the old 
man, after having given away a third part of his revenues." 



^ Large drums. 
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it is vain to think of clearing him ; but if he 
£^erwards committed the greatest atrocities, and 
if his memory has become, from his cruel deeds, 
an object of just abhorrence with the English, it 
must not be foi^tten that he was stung to mad- 
ness, by the conduct of individuals of that 
nation ; that he was rashly raised to power, by 
men who could not support him in its exercise, 
and driven to extremities by others, who, in the 
pursuit of their own interests and political views, 
appear to have thought all means justifiable, that 
could accelerate his down&l. 

There is no page in our Indian history so re- 
volting as the four years of the weak and in- 
efficient rule of Mr. Vansittart He was, as an 
individual, virtuous and respectable, and his in- 
tentions were pure ; but these personal qualities 
were altogether insufficient to carry him through 
such a scene as that in which he became involved; 
His apologists have imputed his failure to the 
want of support from his associates in power, to 
that spirit of cupidity and rapacity, which had 
been kindled by the successes of Clive, and to 
the hopes and intrigues of the natives, which 
were cherished and excited to action by those 
that were hostile to the Governor and his plans. 

These assertions are all true, but they only 
serve to prove the want of that superiority of 
mind, that spirit of command in Mr. Vansittart, 
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which would have enabled hiin to sway the 
mmds of his own countrymen^ as well as the 
want of that foresight which should have led 
him to abstain from the adoption of measures 
extremely questionable in themselves^ and which 
he did not very clearly see that he Could carry 
through* The only ground of apology for Mm^ 
and that not a very sufficient one^iSf tliat he al- 
lowed himself to be surprised in adopting the 
measure at all ; and that even in the iilstrument 
which be employed for executing the work, be 
was deceived in the character of Meer Cossim, 
whose financial skill and ferocious energy Were 
both equally unforeseen. The truth, however, 
i», that many of the acts of Mr. Vansittarf s ad-* 
ministration were less his own than those of a 
selfish and domineering council. 

The first year of the new Nabob's reign was 
marked by success against his foreign enemies. 
Major Camac, who now commanded the En- 
glish troops in Bengal, defeated the Emperor at 
Qyah ; and a rebellion of the chief of Beerboom 
and Burdwan was repressed by the aid of a de- 
tachment under Major Yorke« Major Camac, 
who had obtained just reputation from his mili- 
tary operations, had acquired more with the 
natives of India by his generous treatment of 
M. Law, who was compelled to surrender to 
him, and by his humane and politic behaviour 
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to the unfortunate emperor, whom he had de^^ 
feated, but whom he afterwards waited upon and 
attended as one of his subjects. 

The courteous behaviour of Major Camac to 
the French commander excited, according to the 
author of the Seer Mutakhareen, equal astonish* 
ment and admiration. We cannot refrain from 
giving an account o£ the surrender and treat* 
ment of M. Law in the words of the native 
historian. * 

"When the Emperor left the field of battle, 
the handful of troops that followed M. Law, 
discouraged by this flight, and tired of the 
wandering life which they had hitherto led in 
his service, turned about likewise and followed 
the Emptor. M. Law, finding hiimself abon* 
doned and alone, resdived not to turn his back ; 
he bestrode one of his guns, and remained firm 
in that posture, waiting for the moment <^ his 
death. This being reported to Major Camac, 
he detached himself from his main, with Captain 
Knox and some other officers, and he advanced 
to the man on the gun, without taking with him 
either a guard or any Telingas (sepoys) at all. 
Being arrived near, this troop alighted from 
their horses, and pulling their caps from their 
heads, they swept the air with them, as if to 
make him a saiam ; and this salute being re- 

• Seer Mutakhareen, vol. iL p. 164. 
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turned by M. Law in the same manmet^ somfe 
parie]^ in their lai^^ge ensaed* Thv M^^ 
after paying high encomiums to M. LaWrfoirihif 
peiMveranoe, ccmduet^ and brav^,^ added thert 
w<ml6:«*^^ You have done every tfain^ wfaieh 
ot>uld be expected £rom a. brave man.; and yam 
name shall be undoubtedly traoBioifttad to .post 
terity by the pen of history; now loosen youk* 
iword from your lodns, come amongst us, and 
abandon all thoughts of contending with the 
English/ ' The other answered* 'that if ihej 
would acc^t of his surrendering himself just as 
he was, he had no olgection ; but that as to siir^ 
rendering himself with the disgrace of being 
without his sword, it was a shame he would 
never submit to; and that they might take his 
life if th^ were not satisfied with • that covi^ 
chtion/ The English commanders, admiring his 
firmness, consented to his surrendering fainifidf 
in the manner he wished ; afbcr which die Mai- 
yXf with his ^officers, shoidc hands withhim^ im 
their European ibanrieTf and every sentiment of 
enmity was instantly dismissed on both sidea 
At tiie same time the Miyor sent for his own 
paknkecfti, nuide him at in it, and be was sent 
to camp; MvLaw, unwilling to see, or to be 
seen, shut up the curtains of the palankeea finr 
ifeaor of being recc^ised by any of his friends 
at camp ; but yet some of his acquaintances, 
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kcaring of his being arrived, went to him. The 
Ma^or, who had excused him from appearing in 
public, informed them that they could not see 
himTor some days, as he waer too much vexed to 
receive any company. Ahmed Khan Koreishee, 
who was an inq)ertinent talker, having come to 
look at him, thought to pay his court to the 
English by joking on the man's defeat ; a be* 
faaviour that has nothing strange^ if we consider 
the times in which we live, and the company he 
was accustomed to frequent ; and it was in that 
notion of his, doubtless, that with much pertness 
of voice and air, he asked him this question ; 
* And Beeby (Lady) Law, where is she ?' The 
Major and the officers present, shocked at the 
impropriety of the question, reprimanded him 
with a severe look and very severe expressions : 
' This man,' they said, ^ has fought bravely, and 
deserves the attention of all brave men \ the im- 
pertinences which you have been offering him 
may be customary amongst your friends suid 
nation, but cannot be suffered in ours, which 
has it for a standing rule, never to ofier an 
injury to a vanquished foe/ Ahmed Khan, 
checked by this reprimand, held his tongue, and 
did not answer a word. He tarried about one 
hour more in his visit, and then went away much 
abashed; and, although he was a commander of 
importance, and one to whom much honour had 

VOL. II. T 
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been always paidi ho bne did speak to hitti iltiy 
more^ or made a show of standing up at his de*- 
parture. This reprimand did much honour t0 
the English ; and it must be acknowledged^ to 
the honour of thos6 strangers,- that as their con* 
duct in war atid in battle is vrOtthy of adtnir- 
atioili so, on the other hand, nothing is ttiore 
modest and more becoming than theit behaviour 
to an enemy, whether in the heat of action, or 
in the pride of success and Victory. These 
people seem to act entirely according to the 
rules observed by our ancient commanders^ and 
our men of genius.'* 

The Emperor of Delhi this year* invested 
Cossim Ali as Subadar of Bengal, Bahar^ and 
Orissa; the latter agreeing to pay an annual 
tribute of twenty-four lacs. The aid of the 
English Was desired to fix the Emperor upon 
thfe throne of Delhi j and in return, an oflfef was 
fhade of the Dewanee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oirissa ; but, though the project Was entertained 
kt Cjllcuttai the want of funds for the ei^pedi- 
tionj arid alarm at the embarrassments in ^hicH 
it might involve the Company, prevented its ac- 
ceptance. 

The consequence of the success of his arms^ 
was a desire, on the part of the Nabob, to avail 
himself of it to confirm his power, and to en^ 
* 1761. 
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febte him not only to rais6 funds to discharge; the 
ittmy burdens imposed upon him as the pride bf 
"his elevatioti^ btit to enrich himself. No thearis 
appeared more likely ta effecft these ends than 
thd plunder df Ratii Nafrain^ the celebratfed 
gdVerhcfr of Pattia. Mr. Vansittart had khti- 
cipated this desire, and had furnished Major 
C^riiac With orders to protect a man, who h^ 
so often merited, and sd ofteil received pledges 
ef protection from the British goVerfthient; 
Happy would it have been for the English fidttiel 
and interests, had the Governor persevered iil 
this resolution ! ^— but deceived by the artful te- 
presentations of Cossim Alij and irritated by the 
dppositlbii and remonstrancfes of Majot Carilati 
who had (as his frifelid CliVe thought *i most 
unnecfessarlly,) joiiied his dppdnents, Mr. Vati- 

• In a letjter to Major Camac, dated the 7th of May, 1762, 
Clive observes, " Although I am convinced of the goodness 
df ybur hedrt and intentions, yet ther^ id a waimth and fit'd 
b joitr disposition which often earries yoo beydtld th« ruled 
of prudesce ; and, whatever your friends in India may say of 
the letter you sent the Board, I wish ypu never had wrote it, 
for it givfes room to such designing mieh as Sulivan to do yod 
more prgudice than you cah hriagine." 

The same sentiments had been previously expressed by 
Clive, in a letter to Mr. Vansittart, 3d of February, 1769. 
*^ 1 am most heartily concerned," he says, " that Carnac has 
been induced to take part with your enemies in the touncil. 
He has &n exd^lent hearty and a very godd understancfing i 
bnt the warmth of his temper in this instance has got the 
better of both." 

T 2 
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sittart appointed Colonel Coote to the command 
of the troops at Patna, as preparatory to abafn- 
donlng its ruler. Bat Coote, like Camac, 
refused to be passive, much less to be the in*- 
strument of a measure which they both deemed 
a violation of pledged faith to an individual'; 
and as such, derogatory to the honour, and 
injurious to the interests of the British natiot^. 
The consequence of this opposition, which, 
however laudable the motives, was quite inde- 
fensible in military officers, was the removal of 
Colonel Coote ; after which Ram Narrain was 
seized, but no wealth was found in his possession. 
His imprisonment, and subsequent execution, by 
order of Meer Cossim Ali brought just reproach 
upon the English government : for nothing but 
direct rebellion, or the most flagrant violation of 
his duty, could have warranted the abandonment 
of one whom we had so repeatedly, and so spe- 
cifically, guaranteed against the apprehended 
avarice and resentment <rf his superior's passions, 
which were aggravated by the protection that 
policy had compelled us to give to this Hindoo 
ruler. That the conduct of Cossim Ali was 
not to be anticipated, is a weak and inadmissible 
excuse. The faith of the British nation should 
not have been committed to such hands : for if 
there exists one ground of strength more than 
another to our empire in India, it is the strict 
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maintenance of such guarantees as that which 
had been given to Ram Narrain. They can 
never be made without creating hostility in the 
partiw whose power they limit, or to whose in- 
terests they are, or seem to be, opposed. Every 
artifice, and every effort, therefore, will be used 
to induce us to break them ; and when we do^ so, 
we may be satisfied, that we lose more of real 
strength, by every such act, than can be gained 
by the most brilliant victory. 

One of the chief causes of the discord which 
prevailed in Bengal was the exemption from 
duties on their private trade, claimed by the 
Company's civil servants, who at that period 
were remunerated by their trade rather than their 
salaries. The system of collecting customs on 
the transit of goods in the interior of the coun- 
try prevailed all over India; and in Bengal 
much inconvenience was felt, and many quarrels 
arose, from the number of tolls and inspections to 
which the Compan/s goods were liable, in com- 
mon with all others, in their transit to and from 
the marts of purchase and sale. To obviate 
these, it was aiTanged with the Nabobs, in ex- 
planation of the Emperor's firman, that the 
Company's flag and dustuck*^ in their boats 

* Dustuck, a permit, exempting goods from the payment 
of duties. 

T 3 
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Iffid Other conveyances, should secure theif 
goods from search ; and as their trade coQsi^4 
solely of goods from foreign parts for sale ip, thf 
poimtry, or of country goods for foreign export^ 
^on, the privilege only partially interfere4 with 
the trade of the interior. While the N^x)bfi and 
th^ir officers were in full power, any al^iise jo£ 
t]d$ privilege was easily checkedt But whei^ 
afbdf the accession of Meer Jaffier, the Engji^h 
had become all-powerful, and it was dangerous 
to interfile with their acts, or to quiestion their 
proceedings, the Company's servants, who ha4 
still the privilege of trading on th^ir own acr 
jcount, not only covered their private advenr 
tares, by pasi^orts under the Comp^iy's mom$ 
b^t all their servants and dependents claimed ap 
exemption from internal duties on the Siame pl^a^ 
^nd besides entered deeply into the internal trade 
of the country. During the vigorous ^dminisi- 
tration of Clive such attempts had beeij mte j hut 
^hra all fear of correction was lost in theiijcrea^^ 
ing weakness jof his successors in the ^y^eraniient, 
mmi set no limits to their effortis to enriph 
tbem^dves. Ttxe Nabob's revenue was injured, 
and hi^ authority iqwUi^d* in every quafrt;er of 
his donaioions, by the exemptions qlainj^ed fojr 
the trade of European agents, and the respect 
demanded for the pedraons of the lowest of their 
servants. Against their pretensions and excesses 
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h0 made tk» niAst forcible remon^aac^, \mt in 
y^m. Many of tfcg perpon? of whom be )Cft|^- 
}^ii^4 w^re in^mbers q( Coiincil ; fuid it ^sus 
A^ surpri^ingi tbereforey |:jb9t difficulties ahQjald 
oo^ur in any ^ttejnpt made by the Qov^roor to 
oh^cd^ and reforni such abuae^* Cq^sim A\i h^ 
fsi^fm imp^nt of delay ; ai^d lSn4wg bis rqprp-? 
senjbations produce no efieet, and ]tfa#t the grd^s 
pf the government w^re eithj^r evaded or dift? 
obeyed) be hioiself too][s:, ^d a^thprized n^easg^eii 
of viplence, that increasM^d the di4K:pnt;en^ and 
bo^tility of the p^ity opposed to Mr. V^npitta^ } 
many of wl^m were the person^ chjipfly bi^e^tpd 
by tlm abuses compUinied of, ^ho represented 
him as leaving British subjects and public sierv^ots 
of the Cpmp&ny at the will and m^rcy of # c^p^u* 
oious tytmt whoiip he had unjustly misj&d to thp 
throne. 

To remedy tbeae evite, Mr. Vansittart nego- 
tiated atreaty, by wbich> while some advantage's 
were lef^ to |the servants of the Camp^aiyt mmy 
of the privileges tbey ha^ daimed Mse^e done 
away. This treaty, though exceptionable in some 
of its clauses, might have qiera^ted w^l^ had 
Mr. Vansitt?i.rt's Council been disposed to liateo 
to reason, and had Cossim Ali bj^n more tem- 
perate. Trusting to his judidous and active 
admimstratron of the customs as one of the 

T 4 
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sources cot of which he was to^ difichatge^tbs 
heavy pecuniary obligations under whidi he iririd 
coine to the English, he adopts the fittik^test 
measures for enforcing their collection. The 
adjuAcation and enforcement of all &cal'. de- 
mands by the articles of the treaty had (utiftir- 
tunately as a£&irs stood) been left to the Nabob's 
ofHcers. Numerous collisioos instantly ensued 
in all parts of the country. ^* In truth/' says 
Mr. Verelst*, a dispassionate ohserver^ ** it 9oon 
became a personal quarrel. Meer Cossim, in the 
orders issued to his officers, distinguished between 
the trade of his friends, and of those who opppsed 
him, treating individuals with indecent reproach.*' 
The opponents of Mr. Vansittart, who thought 
their interest injured, and who now formed the 
majority of Council, combined in measures which 
soon led to an open rupture. 

So excessive were the claims made by the 
English and their native servants, for carrying 
their goods free from the duties paid by the 
Nabob's own subjects, that the whole commerce 
of the country was thrown into confusion, and 
ruin was threatened to the Nabob's finaiices* As 
a measure of justice to his own subjects, and to 
prevent the daily breaches of the peace which 
occurred, he saw no remedy left, but to abolish 
all customs in his dominions. An ord^ was 

♦ VereWs View, p.47. 
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nstbcordingly issued afoolisliuig all tolls a^ad customs 
ftir the space of two years. 

This act of the Nabob, though extorted by 
necessity, and so injurious to bis own revenue, 
WasMoudly exclaimed against as an infringeiqent 
of his togagements With the Company; and two 
agents* were sent to demand its annulment 
But belbre they could adji^t differences, events 
were bought to a crisis, principally through the 
impressions made upon the Nabob's mind by the 
conduct of the majority of the Council, t 

• Mr. Hall and Mr.Amyatt. 

f '< The question is,'* Mr. Vansittart observes, in a letter to 
Clive» dated the 25t& of February, l76a» '' whether the salt, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco trade shall be carried on with the 
Company's du stuck, or pay duties to the country govern- 
ment, and go with their dustuck. I am of the letter opinion, 
and assared the Nabob I would not grant distucks for tiiese 
articles, but that myself and any other English gentlemen 
who had a mind to trade in them, should pay the govern- 
ment's duties and take out their dustuck. This, and some 
rules I proposed for restraining the overgtowxi power of the 
English gomastahs employed in carry^g on this tradc^ and 
giving the pflScers of the government their due authority, 
were disapproved by the rest of the Council ; and it was re- 
solved to call down the memberib from the subordinates to 
make the necessary regulations Upon these points at a full 
board. • * * * . Where fhe abuses will end I 
know not ; for where the Nabob's officers have the power and 
the courage to oppose and prevent the unlawful attempts of 
our gomastahs, they are not contented with that, but, in their 
turn, oppress and injure in a most extravagant and insuffer- 
able manner, so that it is a difficult matter to keep a proper 
balance ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will take an 
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Mr. V^mit*^jt piforrps Lflf4 C^F(e icff ^ mea- 
sures for regulating trade ; but sjk^tes ^^is ^ppre^ 



opportunity of giving Mr. Sulivan your sentiments on the 
subject.'' ^ 

A veiy different new of tfiis ^ujbi^cl ^ l»b^n hy Majojf 
Carnac. In a letter to Clive^ date4 the 26th of Fel^uaryi 
1763, he observes : " Mr. Vansittart's interview wilii th^e 
Nabob, instead of removing our grievances, has occasioned 
^b^ being exceedingly multiplied and parried beyond spffier- 
^I^Qe, Ife, in ccoDJunctipn lyith Mr. JEiaatii:^, mt^put coo.'- 
sulting thjp r^st of the Board, established a set of regul^tionsi 
whereby a duty of 9 per cent, is laid upon all artides of 
inland trade without exception; a^d the di^i^tes of our 
jgom^^tahs and others in our employ are subjected to the de- 
cisions of the Nabob's officers. T^iese doncessioiia are so 
eyidently shameful and djsadyantageo\is to usu that it is f^qf, 
to be conceived they could ever have been submitted to, 
except by persons who were boughjt into them ; and, indeed, 
it i^' confi4ently asserted, and generally believed^ that Mr* 
Vansittart got sev^n lacs by his visit to Moi^gyr. Jhe m^m* 
bers of the Council, then at Calcutta, passed a severe n^inute 
of censure upon the president's procedure, and summoned 
the absent members, in order to devise a speedy and effectual 
remedy for the complaints recejived from every quarter* 
They have been some time assembled, and have absolutely 
forbid the regulations being complied with, and have issued 
out orders tp repel by force any insults that shall in future be 
offered^ or obstructions to our trade. It is, indeed, high time^" 
|ie adds, " to overset the ruinous system which Mr. Van- 
sittart has sp industriously endeavoured to establish : by a 
strange contradiction, he deposes one Nabob under pretence 
of mal-administration^ and then asserts the successor to be 
independent, and master of his own actions, and uses all 
possible means to render him 90, and to increase his power. 
We have so sensibly felt the ill use made thereof by Cossim 
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hi»i8iG!iey| 9^ t\m respit These wen^ but fx>o 
fu))^ verified. ThjB Niabob, ahmnod by the as*- 
s^bly of aU the Council froip the outr8tatioB3f 
and out|:aged by their seizure of some aumib 
(or revenue officers) for the perfprtpance of his 
or4^s, became nap^t violent, aad wm reIlider^d 
more »i^ froin the daily reports of the Gonduct (^ 
Mr. Etlis^ chief of Fatna, who^ from the first, had 
been the de^ermjqed opppfkent of hi^ eljey^tipii, 
A ^aowledgis of the disposition, md a belief of 
the hostile intentions of this public agent, led 
him U> ^op twQ bpate proceeding to Patoa with 
9fm»i and he add^d to this act /of aggresaioo a 
deoijiiml for the removal of Mr. Ellis, aad the 
English detachmient from Patna* This conduct 
was regarded as very little short of an open de- 
claration of war ; and as such, it was treated by 
the majority of the Council, who issued orders to 
>fr. Ellis, giving hm tbe ppwey (if fee thPHght it 
right to exercise it) to anticipate the Nabob's 
hostile designs by seizing upon the citadel of 
Patna. The reins of governipent had fallen 
from the h^ds pf Mr. Vansittart, and wertt 
guided by a selfish and sordid majority. 

All ^^n, th^tt the man nuist be wilfully b}ind who does not 
gf^ the n^fiemiy (^ iwmediaJUBiy dtea^dog his career, and the 
consequences tjbat xoust result fnun hia beiqg suffered to run 
on." From these observations, it may safely he conduded, 
th^t the gaUaixt Major was a better soldier than statesman. 
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It was in vain that Mr. Vansittart and Mn 
Warren Hastings protested against giving such 
discretionary power to a man known to be a^ 
violent They too truly anticipated the result^ 
At the very moment Cossim Ali (alarmed at 
having proceeded too far) released the hoatsi, 
he heard of the Fort of Patna being suiprised 
and taken by the English troops, acting under 
the orders of Mr. Ellis. Though it was imme« 
diately re-taken by his troops, Cossim All's rage, 
at what he deemed a treacherous commence* 
ment of hostilities, knew no bounds ; and throw- 
ing away the scabbard, he became furious in his 
resentment against the whole English nation, 
and all who had adhered to them. Mr. Amyatt*, 

* The following letter, dated the 15th of June, 1763, 
which we &ud A lt e red in the copy -hook of-Mfr Amyatt^ was 
meant to report to Mr. Vansittart the failure of his mission. 
Hhe original nerer reached its destination. « I am favoured 
with yours of the 8th and 9th mstant We waited on the 
Nabob, and deKvered Jiim your letter : he was highly in- 
censed, and expressed great contempt ibr us and our forces^ 
(md told us he' expected nothing else than a war ; that we 
inight go and remain- at oiir tents till we received the 
CounCirs orders, and then signify the same to him by writing 
— which he supposed would be much the same as your letters 
to him X if so, he should dismiss us, but expected Mr. Hay 
to remaiii a hostage till thdse' prisoners we had of hre were 
frieased. The sfsopping tmr arms is not equal to the seizing 
his aumils, he says ; and our troops being in his pd:y, they 
shall not remain at Patna ; and peace or war depended on 
their removal, which he found would not be' the case. All my 
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.one of the deputies sent to Monghyr, was 
murdered on his way back to Calcutta. To 
Ram Narrain's death was added the execution 
of the two Hindu Seits (or bankers), who had al- 
ways been supposed attached to the English in- 
terests ; and notwithstanding the entreaties and 
threats of the Governor, and the more direct 
menaces of Major Adams, commanding the 
British forces, he glutted his vengeance with 
the deliberate murder of Mr. Ellis and all the 
English (except one) who had been taken pris- 
oners at Patna. Their numbers amounted to 
one hundred and fifty, of whom fifty were mili- 
tary or civil oflScers. 

Subsequently to this act of atrocity*, Cossim 
Ali and the German t, Sumroo, (who had been 



endeavours to establisb a friendship and confidence have been 
in vain ; nor can I convince him we did not intend breaking 
with him, or to djsgrape bint by being obliged to seise bis 
aumils, but necessitated so to do. He se^ed indued to 
quarrel^ or rather resolved we shall have no infiuence, or free 
intercourse, or Jbrade through his country, but what he 
pleases* I have had a very cUsagreeabie time vith bim» and 
shall be heartily glad when free firom.tt^ eosibassy, wbi«h I 
have, to the utmost of my power* eodeavoujced to condudef 
in bringing about a lasting peace and friendship^ and reconcile 
the Nabob to every body ; but to w> purpose^ nor cm it be 
effected.'* 

♦ 1763. 

f A welUinformed friend of the author remarks, that he 
was not a German, but a Frenchman or Swiss, of the name 
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thef iiwfthiiriettt of the massacre,) fled before ihi 
British trbop^j sthd fbiifid reftige in the tferritcfrieii 
ttf Oade. I^jah^il-Dowlah, thfe prince of thai 
boiiiltry; ilbt atilf r^usfed lb deliver thefri up crti 
thfe d^tfland df Ihfe British coitihiaridef, btit, 
hcting as ail ally of Cossim All, advaticed tb aU 
tick th^ Eiiglteh arriiy, then iiridfer Major MxtiiM; 
from whdiii he received a signal defeat at Btixar. 
Hb was afterwards pursued into his dThi coUntr^i 
Md slgaitl diteomfited, though he hkd beetl 
joined by the Mahratta chidf, Miilhar Row 
Hotkan 8d situated, thii^ ruler iidoptted a very 
pbliiit ^tid decided Course. lie wOilld not, he 
said, bring a stain upon his hotidur, hy i^tirreil- 
deriiig men ivho had sou^t hi& jJrotectidii ; but 
he eommahded Cdssifai Ali afld SUmroo to quit 
his dominions, and repaired to the British camp^ 
throwing himself entirely upon the clemency of 
his enemyi To this he was chiefly induced by 
the aceounts which h&d b^eh received df the f€- 
turn df Clive, whom h^ could not hope to op- 
pose, and whose resentment he hoped to disarm 
by unqualified submission. His conduct and 
bharbctef were ^presented iti the most favout^- 
able light by M^or Carhac, who earnestly 
recommended that he should be treated with 



of Sombre^ which, perhaps, had been hia nam-de^gUerre when 
in the French service. 
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gfenerdsltyy and cofaflfmed in hil^ do^mihioMi 
Such a measure, this sensibte and Hblsnfl c&^dt 
retriarked^ would be more ben^fici^l to Our iil^ 
terests arid reputatibdi than any chatlge we eould 
make in this qudrtfer of India. 

The events thit have been described led td th* 
rfe-elevatibn of Meet Jaffier to the Mustiud j fttid 
we triiisti ttetefore, shortly reVert to the history 
of that prince; 

Before Clire left India, Meer Jnffiet had conii 
niitted many acts that itilght haVe bfeeti com 
striied inti3 infractions of thfe trfeaty inth thfe 
Etlglish, and more, that, strictly viewfed, iK^dUld 
hare proved him ill suited fbr the high st^itidli 
to which he had been raised: but Clive edifi- 
sider^d that his conduct was less tb be attributed 
to his chstractet, ni^hich was weak and vaciUatin^ 
than to the galling nature of his dependent coh^ 
dition ; and as the relations betv^een the N^ 
bob of Moorshedabad and the English could not 
be chaiigedi without danger to the vdry ex' 
istence of the latter, he judged wisely^ thft^ 
while Meer Jaffier abstained from hostility^ hov^ 
ever glaring his defects, any change in thie head 
of the native government would be impolitic 
and attended with consequences alike injurious 
to the reputation and interests of the British 
government. 

The departure of Clive was the most serious 
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of all misfortunes to Meer JafiSer. He required 
the most liberal toleration that enlarged policy 
could give to his measures. He had^ beiades, 
a respect for the character and a dread of the 
displeasure of Clive, which operated as 9 check 
upon his excesses. Mr. Holwell (the tempo-> 
rary successor to Clive) could not succeed to his 
influence over the mind of the Nabob, whose 
want of personal deference must have aggravated 
the bad impressions the new governor appears 
to have previously entertained of his character. 
But, though Mr. Holwell has laboured to prove 
that Meer Jaf&er, subsequent to his combination 
with the Dutch, carried on a correspondence 
with the Shah-Zada hostile to the English, the 
fact is not clearly established ; and if it were, 
the sound principles that regulated the conduct 
of Clive would have led to its being passed over. 
The unhappy death of Meeran, however, was 
the event which tended most to accelerate the 
revolution. It threw, as has been shown, the 
army and country into equal confusion ; and the 
step taken by the Nabob of elevating his nearest 
connection* and most eflBcient military leader, 
Cossim AH, to the condition before held by his 
son, proved the proximate cause of his ruin. 

Cossim All's ambition was of too active a 
nature to render him content to await the death 

* Cossim Ali was his son-in-law. 
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bfhk fiitb^r-in-kw add benefactw; and he fonndi 
in th^ distracted state of the Naboli^s goveriK 
^n^iit, an^ in the prejudices o[ those intrusted 
With the admiriistratioQ of the Company's affair^, 
ill Bengal ample grounds to proceed upon. He 
had also recourse to what he no doubt deemed 
inore certain means of effecting his [object He 
promised (and the promise was afterwards made 
good*), large sums to those of the select com- 
mittee who had favoured his elevation. He 
anxiously desired to extend his gifts to the 
members of the committee who were opposed 
to the measures of the Governor ; but they re- 
jected his offers, and made such rejection a 

* Mr. Yansittart, in his communications with the Nabob, 
rejected this present previous to the treaty, as it might 
appear the price of its stipulations : but he intimated, at the 
same time, that there would be no objection to such present 
after the obligations of the treaty were fulfilled. The follow- 
ing is a list of the presents acknowledged to have been re- 
ceived on this occasion : — 



Mr. Vansittart - .rupees 500,000 


- ^58,333 


Mr. Sumner 


240,000 


28,000 


Mr. Holwell 


270,000 


30,937 


Mr. M'Guire 


180,000 


20,625 


Mr. Smyth 


154,000 


15,354 


Major Yorke 


134,000 


15,354 


General CaiUaud 


200,000 


22,916 


Mr. M'Guire 


75,000 


8,750 




p.311. 


^200,269 


Ide Pari. Reports, vol.iii. 




vol.. II. 
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Strong ground of the sincerity of that protest * 
which they had entered against the proceedings 
of the Governor and his party on this memorable 
occasion. 

The lettar written by the secret committee of 
Bengal to the Court of Directors, at the period 
of Clive's departure for England^ has been al- 
ready noticed. It was, of course, deemed most 
contumacious; and as a mark of their dis- 
pleasure, the Court dismissed from their service 
the four civil councillors.t Three of those dis- 
missed were zealous supporters of Mr. Vansit- 
tart; and their removal threw the power into 
the hands of a majority, whose violence, in their 
opposition to him and Cossim Ali, led to mea- 
sures which precipitated the rupture with the 
latter, and all the horrid acts by which it was 
attended. 

On the breaking out of the war, the restor- 
ation of Meer Jaffier was urged by the majority 
of the Council ; and when the excesses of Cossim 
Ali put an end to all hopes of a settlement with 
him, Mr. Vansittart and Mr. Hastings, who 
were at first opposed to the measure, concurred 
in it The re-elevation was attended with few 
changes. He confirmed the concessions 4: made 

* This protest, which is in the form of a letter^ is dated 
the 1 1th of March, 1762. —Vide Pari. Rep., vol. iii. p. 252. 
f Messrs. Holwell, Pleydell, Sumner, and M*Guire. 
j: The provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 
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by Cossim Ali, and restored the advantages of 
trade to the English which that prince had 
taken from them. Meer Jaffier survived his 
restoration to power but a short period; and 
that was disturbed by mutinies in his army, and 
by the intrigues and corruption of his court 
He imputed all his misfortunes to the absence 
of Clive J and he anxiously desired to protract 
his existence till the arrival of one, whom, not- 
withstanding all their disputes and differences, 
he appears throughout to have considered as his 
only true friend. The gratification of his wish 
was denied him. He died a few months be* 
fore Clivers arrival * j but the warm and often- 
expressed sentiments of Meer Jafiier, on this 
point, show that he was neither destitute of good 
feeling nor discernment. The sincerity of his 
attachment was proved by the last act of his 
life, which was to leave a legacy to his friend. 
The amount and destination of this bequest shall 
be hereafter mentioned. 

On the death of Meer Jaffier, doubts arose as 
to his successor. The first claimant was Nu* 
jum-ud-Dowla, a youth of twenty, and son of 
the deceased; and the second, his grandson 
(the son of Meeran), who was only six years of 
age. After some deliberation, the decision was 
in favour of the former. 

• February 6. 1765. 

u 2 
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By the treaty* concluded with this prince, 
the military defence of the country entirely 
devolved upon the English ; the Nabob agreeing 
to keep no more troops than were necessary for 
purposes of parade. The most remarkable fea- 
ture of this arrangement was, the agreement of 
the young Nabob to appoint, with the advice 
and concurrence of the English government, a 
Naib Subah (or vicegerent), to conduct the civil 
administration of his country. At the time 
when Meer Jaffier was restored, the choice of 
his minister was, of course, considered as being 
of the greatest importance. While at Calcutta, 
he proposed to appoint to that office Nundcomart, 
a Hindu of the worst character. To this Mr. 
Vansittart strongly objected, recommending Ma- 
hommed Reza Khan, a Mahommedan noble of 
talent and of reputed integrity, but who was op- 
posed (probably for those very qualifications) by 
the intriguing and corrupt fection which had 
long governed the court of Moorshedabad. 
The Nabob soon after left Calcutta, when Nund- 
comar followed ; and, in spite of Mr. Vansit- 
tartfs remonstrances, being supported by the 

• February, 1765. 

f This man has been before mentioned. He was jostlj 
objectionable to the British government on account of the 
various intrigues and treasons in which he had been de- 
tected ; and was imprisoned at Calcutta for his correspond- 
ence with its enemies during the reign of Cossim AH. 
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majority in Council opposed to the Governor, 
he was intrusted with the direction of the Na- 
bob's afiairs. Mr. Vansittart had left Bengal 
before the death of Meer Jaffier; on which 
event, by the treaty that followed, Mahommed 
Reza Khan (then at Dacca) was elevated to the 
rank of Naib Subah to his successor, Nujum- 
ud-Dowla.* 

Mr. Vansittart, or rather his council, has 
been reproached t (as Clive was) for making Na- 
bobs, without any reference or respect for the 
legitimate authority of the Emperor of Delhi, 
or his Vizier, Sujah-u-Dowla. But however 
politic it might have been to have gained the 
sanction of such authorities after the measure 
was adopted, a previous application would have 
been the height of folly and of weakness. What- 
ever latitude of interference, or right of appro- 
bation, had been given to the Emperor or his 
minister, would assuredly have been exercised 
for venal and ambitious purposes ; and the em- 
barrassments, that must ever attend such pro- 

* Vide Mill's British India, voLiii. p. 318. 

f There is some confusion in Mr. Mill's aocount of this 
transaction (vol. iii. p. 330.), from that accurate historian 
having overlooked the fact, that the f^spointment of Nujum- 
ud-Dowla was managed by Mr. Spencer and his council, 
Mr. Vansittart having previously set out for Europe. — See 
dd Report of Committee of 1773, p. 21.; and Scott's Hist, of 
Bengal, vol. ii. pp. 439— -4>47* 

U 3 
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ceedingSi would have been multiplied tenfold. 
Sujah-u-Dowla, it is true, upbraided the En- 
glish with their conduct in this particular. He 
accused them of castmg down and putting up 
Nabobs a|: their pleasure ; but this was to gain 
(pinion, and afford a pretext for the hostilities 
he meditated against their power. The very, 
chief who made this accusation was the pro- 
claimed minister and servant of the Emperor ; 
but he yielded him neither obedience, nor a par- 
ticipation in the revenues of the wide and rich 
territories of Oude. Names and forms, as con^ 
nected with the different relations of authority 
in the empire of India, continued to be observed, 
and were so far of importance; but, as con- 
nected with the substance of power, they had 
been, for a long period, wholly neglected ; and 
though we may agree with the historical anti- 
quary, who judges from the principles of times 
long past, and looks only to the theory of Indian 
government, that the English were wrong, yet^ 
if we take a dispassionate and comprehensive 
view of the actual condition of India, we must, I 
conceive, not only deem them defensible upon 
this point, but pronounce that, under the cir- 
cumstances in which they were placed, it was 
quite impracticable for the local authorities at 
Calcutta to pursue any other line, without sacri- 
ficing the interests committed to their care, and 
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greatly increasing the anarchy and Uoodshed in 
the country, regarding the administration of 
which the disputes existed.* 

The changes that took place at Madras during 
Clive's absence from India have little relation 
to these Memoirs, as that presidency continued, 
during his second administration, almost uncon- 
nected with Bengal. SuflSce it, therefore, to 
say, that the power of the English Nabob (as 
he was termed), Mahommed Ali Khan, was fully 
established t; the strong fortress of Vellore was 
besieged, and taken from Mortiz Ali Khan, and 
part of the Camatic was assigned, as a jaghire, 
to the Company. 

Another event occurred during this period t, 
which created a great sensation. The gallant 
Mahommed Esoof, who had so greatly distin- 
guished himself in the early campaigns of Law- 
rence and Clive, had been continued in the 
management of Madura and Tinnevelly, which 
he had been the chief instrument of reducing 
to order. He was, in this situation, subject to 
the Nabob, to whom, and those around him, he 
was not long in becoming an object of jealousy 
and hatred. The defalcation of revenue from 

* An exception must be made of the deposition of Meer 
Ja£Ber : Suraj-u*Dowla, and Cossim Ali respectively forfeited 
their authority in consequence of their unsuccessfiU attempts 
to destroy the power of the English. 

t 1763. t 1764.. 
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exhausted countries, and the haughty rq)liea 
made by a proud soldier to reproaches, added to 
the preparations he made to guard against the 
designs of those he justly deemed his eaemies^ 
furnished ample pretexts for accusing him of 
malversation and rebellion. The Company's 
troops were combined with those of the Nabob 
for his reduction ; which was not, however, ef- 
fected, without great waste of blood and treasure, 
and at last accomplished by an act of treachery. 
A Frenchman in his service, of the name of 
Marchand, betrayed him ; and he was put to 
death by the Nabob, Mahommed Ali. This 
gallant soldier, no doubt, became a rebel to the 
prince he served; but he may be deemed, in 
some respects, the victim of those disputes for 
power which ran so high, at this period, between 
the English and the Nabob. Mr. Pigot, accord- 
ing to Mahommed Ali, forced Mahommed Esoof 
upon him as the manager of the countries of 
Madura and Tinnevelly ; and by his support and 
countenance encouraged him in acts of contu- 
macy and disobedience. Educated as the Vellore 
Subadar had been, and .knowing that the real 
power was vested in the English, he appears to 
have looked exclusively to them, and to have paid 
little attention to one he considered as having no 
more than a nominal authority. But the depart- 
ure for England of his friend Mr. Pigot, and the 
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succession of Mr. Palk, whose policy conceded 
to the Nabob the real dominion of his country, 
teft Mahommed Esoof without hopej and, in 
the desperate struggle he made for his life, the 
former faithful soldier of the English not only 
corresponded with their enemies, the French,* 
against whom he had so often and so gallantly 
fought, but declared himself the subject, and 
displayed in his fort and country the banners, of 
that nation. This last act of his life has not 
deprived his memory of the honours that belong 
to it, as the bravest and ablest of all the na- 
tive soldiers that ever served the English in 
India. 

Mr. Palk, formerly clergyman at" Fort Saint 
David, who had risen, by his moderation, good 
sense, and experience, to different offices of 
government, was, when Clive returned to India, 
Governor of Madras. His appointment to this 
station induced his friend and near connection. 
General Lawrence, to quit his retreat, and re- 
visit, as commander of the troops, the scene of 
his former fame. 

At Calcutta, Mr. Spencer from Bombay had 
succeeded to Mr. Vansittart. He was governor 
at the time of the elevation of Nujum-ud-Dowla, 
and participated in the money* that was dis- 
tributed on that occasion. These presents have 

* Vide Parliamentary Reports, vol. iii. p. 312. 
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been justly arraigned, as furnishing powerfiit 
motives to the Company's servants for making 
revolutions by which they were enriched } and 
it is one of the heaviest charges against Clive, 
that his example was the origin of this baneful 
practice. The fact is not disputed ; but it hap^ 
pened in this case, as in most others, where 
small men attempt to imitate great, that they 
reach only the defects, and fail in every other 
part. 

The princely presents which Clive merited 
and received were the rewards of great services 
rendered to the parties by whom they were 
given, and in which his first efforts were prompted 
by considerations that were decidedly unin- 
fluenced by sordid motives. Add to this, that 
whatever he undertook prospered, and that all 
the individuals whom he elevated he preserved, 
not only from their native enemies, but from the 
still more galling encroachments and rapacity of 
the Company's servants. By such acts he won 
the good opinion of all ranks in India. From the 
King to the peasant the name of Clive inspired 
sentiments of respect and confidence. 

What a contrast was presented by his suc- 
cessors in power ! Money for themselves was, in 
every engagement, one of the stipulations, and 
appeared, though in some cases it might not have 
been, the leading motive of their measures. All 
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tbeir measures failed : every one connected with 
them was ruined. The character for good faiths 
which at Clive's departure stood so high, was 
lost. No one trusted the word of an English^ 
tnan. Many of those who engaged in these scenes 
were ahle and virtuous ; but there was no lead-' 
ing genius among them. The jealousy and party 
spirit that pervaded the government at home 
multiplied checks and cherished insubordination 
in those abroad ; till nothing was heard but ac- 
cusations and recriminations* 

The army, both European and native, had 
£men into a very insubordinate and mutinous 
state. The officers evinced this spirit on almost 
every occasion where they deemed their per- 
sonal interests affected ; and many of the privates 
deserted to the native powers. A most serious 
mutiny occurred at the period when Major 
Munro took the command of the army* at Patna« 
A battalion of sepoys left camp to join the enemy: 
they were intercepted by a body of troops, and 
twenty-four of the ringleaders were brought be- 
fore a native court-martial, and sentenced to 
death. They were all executed ; and we are in- 
formed by an officer who was present, that an 
incident occurred on this occasion, which not 
only created a great sensation at the moment, but 
left a lasting impression on the native soldiers of 
♦ 1764. 
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Bengal, being truly characteristic of their proud 
and dauntless spirit. 

When the orders were given to tie four of these 
men to the guns, from which they were to be 
blown, four grenadiers stept out and demanded 
the priority of suffering, as " a right,*' they 
said, ^* which belonged to men who had always 
been first in the post of danger." The calm 
manner in which this request was made, and the 
anxiety that it should be granted, excited great 
sympathy in all who beheld it. The officer * on 
whose authority this fact is stated, and who was 
an eye-witness of the scene, observes ; ** I be- 
longed on this occasion to a detachment of 
marines. They were hardened fellows, and some 
of them had been of the execution party that 
shot Admiral Byng ; yet they could not refrain 
from tears at the fate and conduct of these gal-> 
lant grenadier sepoys.** 

When a strong sense of imminent danger, and 
a fear of total ruin to the affairs of the Company 
and of the English nation in Bengal, excited 
universal attention and ^larm, all eyes were na- 
turally turned on Clive, as the only human being 
who could restore the reputation and interests of 
this nation in India. He was in consequence, as 
has been stated, called upon to proceed once more 
to that country, and he had courage to obey the 
* Ci^tain Williams' Memoir of the Bengal Native Army. 
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call, though cont^inced that the scene presented 
difficulties which were almost insurmountable, 
and that he would have to perform duties that 
were personally invidious, and calculated not only 
to interrupt but to destroy all his prospects of 
future enjoyment 

There can be no doubt that Clive, in consent* 
ing, under such circumstances, to return to India, 
was chiefly, if not solely, actuated by an honour- 
able ambition, aiid by an ardent desire to pro- 
mote the interests and glory of his country. 
His first stipulation, however, was, that his stay 
should be limited to a very short period ; and he 
pledged himself (and the pledge, as will be 
shown hereafter, was nobly redeemed) not to 
enrich himself one farthing by any pay or emolu- 
ments he might receive from the high station 
to which he was nominated. 

Though Clive had been restrained by many 
considerations, as well as by the rapidity of 
events, from taking personally any decided part 
in the disputes in Bengal, he had not been an 
unconcerned observer of those scenes. Each 
party had addressed him with an equal solicitude 
that he should approve and support them ; but 
we do not meet in his private correspondence 
with any full expression of his sentiments. He 
regretted, it appears from his letters, the removal 
of Meer Jaffier from the throne j but uninformed 
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of the minute circumstances that had produced 
that measure, he did not withdi*aw his confidence 
in the wisdom of ibe administration of one, whom 
he so highly valued as Mr. Vansittart, till he saw 
him dq)art step by step from all those maxims 
of policy he had laid down as the niles of his 
own conduct, both in regard to native princes 
and other men of rank and consequence in 
India. 

The opposition of his views to those of his 
successor, as well as his own difficulties, are 
clearly expressed in a letter he wrote to the 
Court of Directors immediately before his em- 
barkation. 

" In obedience to your commands,^' Lord 
Clive observes*, " I now transmit the purport 
of what I had the honoiu* to represent to you 
by word of mouth at the last Court of Directors, 
with some other particulars which slipped my 
memory at that time. 

" Having taken into consideration your letter 
sent me by the Secretary, as also the request of 
the General Court of Proprietors, I think my- 
self bound in honour to accept the charge of 
your affairs in Bengal, provided you will co- 
operate with, and assist me in such a manner 
that I may be able to answer the expectations 
and intentions of the General Court. 

• This letter is dated 27th April, 1764. 
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^' As an individual, I cma have no temptation 
to undertake this surduous task, and nothing but 
the desire I have to be useful to my country, 
and to manifest my gratitude to this Company, 
could make me embark in this service, attended 
as it is with so many inconveniences to myself 
and my family. I cannot avoid acknowledging 
that I quit my native country with some degree 
of regret and diffidence, on leaving behind me 
(as I certainly do) a very divided and distracted 
Direction, at a time, too, when unanimity is 
more than ever requisite for the carrying into 
execution such plans as are absolutely necessary 
to the well-being of the Company. 

" I shall now enter into a short discussion of 
your political, commercial, and military afilurs 
in Bengal. Without searching into the causes 
of the unhappy revolution in favour of Cossim 
Ali Khan, I shall only remark, that if the same 
plan of politics had been pursued, after he was 
I^aced upon the thrmie, as that which I had ob- 
served towards his predecessor, he might with 
great ease have remained there to this day, 
without having it in his power to injure either 
himself or the Company in the manner he has 
lately done. Indeed, Mr. Vansittart's ideas in 
politics have differed so widely from mine, that 
either the one or the other must have been totally 
in the wrong. Soon after Cossim Ali Khan was 
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raised to his new (fignity, he was' suSbred to retirt' 
to a very great distance from his capital, that'our 
influence might be felt and dreaded as little as 
possible by him: — he was suffered to dismiss 
all those old officers who had any connection 
with, or dependence upon us ; and, what Waar 
the worst of all, our feithful friend and aliy. 
Ram Narndn, the Nabob of Patna, was given 
up; the doctrine of the Subadar^s indepen- 
dency was adopted, and every method was put 
in practice to confirm him in it. We need seek 
for no other causes of the war, for it is now 
some time that things have been carried to such 
lengths abroad, that either the princes of the 
country must, in a great measure, be dependent 
on us, or we totally so on them.* That the pub- 
lic and continued disapprobation of Cossim All 
Khan's advancement to the government, ex- 
pressed by the gentlemen of Calcutta, increased 
the Nabob's jealousy, is most true ; and that it 
was the duty of every oue,after the revolution was 
once effected, to concur heartily in eveiy mea- 
sure to support it, cannot be denied. It is like^ 
wise true, that the encroachments made upon 
the Nabob's prescriptive rights by the Governor 
and Council, and the rest of the servants trading 
in the articles of salt, beetle, and tobacco, to- 

* Clive's clear and practical mind here puts the question 
on its real basis. There is no other alternative. 
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gether with the power given by Mr. Vansittart 
to subject our gomastahs (or agents) to the 
jurisdiction and inspection of the country go- 
vemmenty all concurred to hasten and bring on 
the late troubles; but still the groundwork of 
the whole was the Nabob's independency. It 
is impossible to rely on the moderation and jus- 
tice of Mussulmen. Strict and impartial justice 
should ever be observed ; but let that justice 
come from ourselves. The trade^ therefore, of 
salt, betle, and tobacco) having been one cause 
of the present disputes, I hope these articles 
will be restored to the Nabob, and your servants 
absolutely forbid to trade in them. This will 
be striking at the root of the evil. The prohi- 
bition of dustucks to your junior servants will, I 
hope, tend to restore that economy which is so 
necessary in your service. Indeed, if some me- 
thod be not thought of, and your Council do 
not heartily co-operate with your Governor to 
prevent the sudden acquisition of fortunes, 
which has taken place of late, the Company's 
affairs must greatly suffer. What power it may 
be proper to vest me with, to remedy those 
great and growing evils, will merit your serious 
consideration. As a means to alleviate in some 
measure the dissatisfaction that such restrictions 
upon the commercial advantages of your ser- 
vants may occasion in them, it is my full inten- 

VOL. II. X * 
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ti(m tkot to^engage in any kind of trtde mysdf ; so 
that they will divide amongst them what U6ed to 
be the Governor's portion of oommercia) advin- 
tageSy which was always very considerable/' 

Clive then proceeds to c^er some obserF»dons 
upon the state of the Compaiiy's military affiues 
in Bengal ; and suggests the necessity ^keep- 
ing up an European force of four, ot^ at least, 
three thousand men.* While he pays a just fri- 
bute to the high character of the Indian army, 
and to the honour they had gained by their 
gallant exploits, he laments the want of due 
obedience and subordination, so ess^itial to the 
interests of the service. To remedy this (whteh 
was rendered more necessary by the removal of 
the King's troops at tiiis time), he recommends 
an immediate increase of field officers; and 
points out to the Court the different individuBk, 
who, from their character and services, had the 
strongest claims upon their notice. 

** I would recommend," he observes, ** the 
appointing three field officers to every battalion, 
a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and major; and 
the offiicMsrs I wduld choose to comanand the bat- 

• " For the good of the Company," Clive observes in the 
letter ah-eady quoted, " I would propose that you riiould 
8h»ays have^ in Bengal, four, «r at lefUBt three, ibpofiand 
Europeans ; ta consist of three battalions of seven hundred 
each ; four companies of artillery of one hundred each ; and 
five hundred light horse.** 
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taliona should be Majors Caniac, Bidbard Smithy 
and Frestan* You have already done justice to 
Majcn: Caroae's character by reinstating him in 
the command of your forces in Bengal, and by 
aokaowledgiDg his services in the most public 
manner* This gentleman will, I flatter myself 
stand as high in your esteem as BrigaxUer Ge- 
neral Caiilaud ; and will, I h<^, have the same 
rank and s^oimtments. The military merits 
of the other two gentlemen you are likewise 
well acquainted with, having both received from 
the Court marks of appirobation for their distin^ 
gakhed services. To command your artillery I 
wmild recommend Sir Kobert Barker, whose 
abilities in that department have be^a e&eeeded 
by no officer that ever was in your service. Your 
sepoys are already ccunmanded by M%jor KnoXj 
whose merits I could wish to have rewarded 
with a lieutenant^Goloners commission* Your 
horse, when raised, should be commanded by 
a lieutenant-colonel, or major. 

'* I have very strong reasons to wifiih this idea 
of regimenthig your troops. may take place; for 
without such a jsubordination I shall not be i^le 
to enforce your orders fof the reduction pf your 
military expenses, which have beep a constant 
dead^-weight, and have swallowed up your reve- 
nues. I could wish, that whatever emoluments 
are unavoidable may fall to thos^e few who, hav* 

X 2 
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ing been long, are higli in your serrke, whether 
civil or military. Thus will the expense be 
scarce felt by the Company, in compaiiSKm * to 
what it is at present, when, for want of ^ile 
subordination, every one thinks himself entjideA 
to every advantage ; and the juniors in yoiir Ser- 
vice be excited" to exert themselves, froma^ceife 
tain knowledge that application, and Abilities' only 
can restore them to their native coutttry With 
fortunes honourably acquired." 

In concluding the subject of militiTy afBors^ 
Clive submits to the consideration of the Oovrt 
his ideas and opinions on the proper mode of 
levying troops in England. Th^ method pur- 
sued at this peiiod he considered f a ^e^ in tniany 
respects, objectionable. Iri order that dtieafeben-t 
tioii might be paid to the selecticm' ofrecrults, 
and to insure, at 'all tim^s, n proper suj^y of 
efficient men, to meet any unexpected demands 
that might ariiSe in cases of sudden -emer- 
gency, he suggestsi that the Cbihpany should 
apply to hii^ Majesty ft(r permiissiiaiii' do maititain 
two battalions, of five hundred ttien'eafeh,-^ in 
Englatid, ' with k p^per proportibh of^ ' dlflSeewi ; 
and, a^ a i^SWatd'^to" the lm|iortaflt' s^vices of 
Ccilonel Ciodte'ind' Colonel Forde,^ he recom^ 
mends that thei^e tw6 officers should be nomJ-' 
nated to comAiarid them'. * ' 

Clive appears to have referred mudh of the 
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q)ifit ; of Opposition that arose in Bengal Xo the 
^lou^y among the public servants of that prer 
miwoy . of appoint]xient$i which they deemed 
s^perwsskmiS, of civilians from Madras and 
B0mh^yf to be governors of Bengal. 
- T // The heart-burnings and disputesi,'' he ob- 
serves, " which se^m if) have spread and over- 
vim, yow siettlement of Calcutta, arose, I must 
ftar» originally, from your appointm^t of Mr, 
Vansittart to the government of Bengal from 
another se^tleBaentj although bis promotion was 
the effect of my recommendation* The appoint? 
ment, therefore, of Mr* Spencer^ from Bombay, 
can only tend to inflame these dissensions, and 
to destroy all those advantages which tbe. Com- 
pany, only can expect from harmpny and una- 
nimity amongst their servants ,abroa4. Tb^ 
fesi^iation of Messrs. Verelst, Cartier, and mapy 
others of the senior servants, which must be the 
consequence of Mr. Spencer's appointment, will 
deprive me of tbos^ very . gentlemen on whose 
assistance! depend for re-esfcablifhing. your af- 
foirs iij Bengal." 

Tfee following letter frorp Cliye rel?^es to th^ 
qamesubj^tfi,. and contains toq WPy sound pb- 
s^rvatipnsand i^isje reflpptiDns .upon tl^e actual, 
sj^al^.of the aflairs of India at this period to be 
omitted. Though the Court of Directors did 
npit cpmply with the wish of Clive, that he 

X 3 
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should have 'the power (since vested in Indiatt 
gove(Tiors) of acting, when occasion den(Mlnded» 
upon his own responsibility, they did wliaf was 
almost tantamount, — they vested the powei* re- 
quired in a select committee*, composed of 
persons from whom he had no opposition to ap- 
prehend, and who were competent to all actd of 
^ministration, independent of the other mem- 
bers of Council. 

•• I shall not enter,** Clive observes, *'irito the 
motives whieh caused the depoi^tion of Meer 
Ja£Ker, not into the fundamental cause of tiiie 
present war with Cossim Ali Khan. It is suffi- 
cient to say, that these two events hove lost us 
all the confidei^ce of the natives. To restore 
this, ought to be our principal object ; ^nd the 
best means will, in my opinion, be by estabK^- 
ing a moderation in the advantages which may 
be reserved for the Company, or aUottied to in- 
dividuals in their service. 

" If idea* of conquest were to be the rule of 
our conduct, I foresee that we should, by ne- 
cessity, be led from acquisition to acquisition, 
until we had the whole empire up in arms against 
VL^i atid whilst we lay under the great £sad- 
vantage of fighting without a single ally, (fer 

* This 8e)9ct committee was composed of Lord CliFe, 
General Camac, Mr. Verelst, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. Sykes. 
The two lattei^ accomt>anied Lord Clive ttota Bngtaiid. 
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who cotfld wish us well ?) the natives, left witlv- 
put European allies^ would find, in their own 
resources^ means of carrying on war against us 
in a much more soldierly manner than they ever 
ithought of when their reliance on European 
allies encouraged their natural indolence. The 
last battle fought against Cossim Ali Khan is a 
proof of this assertion^ for never did the troops 
(rf India fight so well. 

*^ Nothing, therefore, but ^^treme necessity, 
ought to induce us to extend our ideas of terri- 
torial acquisitions beyond the amount of those 
Qe4ed by Cossim Ali Khan, in his treaty with 
Vansittart* This necessity can only arise from 
finding that nobody will trust us ; and that the 
people of the country axe determined to try their 
strength with us to the utmost 

" But by this system of moderation it is not 
intendied that the Nabob should be left entirely 
independent of us. The moment he fancies 
himself in this situation he wiU look upon us as 
enemies who have taken too nfuch firom him, 
and whom it will be necessary,, either to reduce 
to our ancient state of mere mei)chants, or to 
extirpate. This, therefore, w?S:th^ error of Mr. 
Yansittart's ccmduct ; b^ adiVised the l^^bob to 
regulate his treasury, save money, to form and 
discipline an excellent army, and to pay them 
well and regularly, contrary to the practice of all 
' X 4 ' ' ' 
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ifa^ prinoee'of' ImUa. By ^lon^higrtbid iii^ice 
punctUallyf Costtin AK,.iit tiotre y^ars, tbooglft; 
faiiodelf in a / cbndition . io bid. us defiamci^, 4khSi 
waa near bdiog so. * i '!:' '^' 

<' It ou^bt, tbtoefdre; to he^our pbai to coni^lnM 
the Nabob thiit* our ixoopB are his best» hu ^ofit^ 
support against forielgn enemies; and thisttfour 
£ieodi^ip.wiU'be his best support agatfnt -tte 
plots and involutions of his owii <^Bcers» ' Ne^ 
cesaitatedy by the es^teat of his dominions, to 
repose large governments and great trustts in 
particujbac men, jealousies will be perpetually 
aubsistiiig* On the nice and disinterested ma^ 
nagement of these will depend our impi3rtafiC6.; 
The principal officers must be convinced tlmtw^ 
will protect them from any capricious violences^ 
of their sovereign j and, on the other hand, the 
Nabob must be convinced, that we>wstl give 
them up to his just resentment the momoit their 
ambition alone leads them to strike at htm. 

"To carry this balance within eVien-bandi 
the strictest integrity will be necessary in every 
one who shall have a vote in you^r counoUs 
abroad. I found mysdf every day assaulted by 
large offers, of p^e^ents, from the principal men 
o£ the province^ not to support the Nabob in re- 
soluticms contrary to their interests j and from 
the Nabob, to sacrifice them to his ca^^icious 
resentments. ^ 
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^ABut ereoi this conduct alone- v;^ not be 8u£- 
^ent to keep us ib3iii giv&g umbrage. Daring 
Mr. yaasittartfs govennnent» QtU 3rour senrantt 
thought themselves entitled ta take large dharefi 
iniftfae monopolie» ofsadt^ beede, md tobacco, 
^ three articles, next to< grsdn^ of greatest con- 
sumption in the empire. The odium of seeing 
»iBch oKxiopolies in the hands of foreigners need 
not be insisted on; but this is not the only 
incixivenicnce : it is productive of another, 
equally, if not more prejudicial to the Com- 
pany's interests; it enables many (rf*yt)ur servants 
to obtain, veiy suddenly, fortunes greater than 
those which in former times were thought a suf- 
ficient reward for a long continuance in your 
service. Hence these gendemen, thus suddenly 
enriched, think of nothing but of returning to 
oijoy their fortunes in England, and leave your 
BSkm in the hands of youiig men, whose san- 
guine expectations are inflamed by the examples 
of those who have just left them. 

*< This, therefore, will be thfe greatest difficulty 
which I shall have to encounter ; to persuade, 
or, if necessary, to oblige your servants to be 
content with advantages much inferior to those 
which, by the prescription of some years, they 
may think themselves entitled to. Yet if this 
is not done, your afl&irs can never be settled o» ' 
a judicious and permanent plan. My fbrtunesy 
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my &inUy, and the other advantages I may be 
possessed of^ will naturally make me wish to 
accomplish my intentions for the Company'^ 
service abroad as soon as possible, that I m;^y 
return to my native country, which» it cannot 
be imagined, that I quit without some r^ets ^ 
but if I should meet in your councils abroad 
men whom private interest may render averse to 
my maxims, I shall, perhaps^ instead of settling 
your a£&irs as may be expected from m^ find 
myself harassed and over-ruled in every measure 
by a majority against me in council. 

"It therefore rests with the Court of X>i^ 
rectors to consider, seriously, whether theysl^opld 
not intrust me with a dispensing power i^ the 
civil and political affiurs ; so that whensoever I 
may think proper to take any resolution entiriely 
upon myself that resoluticm i|Ei to t^e place. 
The French Company gave Mr. Godeheu sole 
and absolute control over all their settlements 
to the east of the Cape of Good Hope, at a time 
when theijr aflPairs were not in a worse cpndition 
than ours are at presents In India we ourselves 
have had examples of supervisors^ I myself was 
intrusted with great powers by the gentlemen 
of Madras, when I went down to Bengal against 
Suraj-u-Dowlah : the use which I made of these 
powers will, I hope, justify my opinion, that I 
may, yrithout danger, be intrusted with .an au- 
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thority so highly necessary at present The oc- 
casions of everting it will rarely happen, hut will 
certainly happen at times, when all may be lost 
fbr want of it. Moderation, I will venture to 
say, was always a part of my character in political 
concerns ; and as a means to induce the gentle- 
men abroad to contract their views of private 
advantage within the bounds essentially neces- 
sary to the interests of the Company, the first 
step I shall take will be, to give up to them every 
commercial advantage, as I did during my last 
residence in Bengal. I need not mention that 
these advantages are, to a Governor, great, and 
adequate to his station. 

" To prevent dissensions, I am willing to re- 
ceive d. military commission inferior to General 
Lawrence's ; but that gentleman has received 
ftt)m the Court of Directors so very extensive a 
power over all their forces in India, that the 
presidency, at which he resides, is, in fact, little 
less than the residence of a Governor-general 
over all your settlements in India. If ever the 
appointment of such an officer as Governor- 
general should become necessary, it is evident 
that he ought to be established in Bengal, as the 
greatest weight of your civil, commercial, po- 
litical, and military aflairs will always be in that 
province. It cannot, therefore, be expected that 
I should be subject to have any part of the mili- 
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tary forces allotted for that province recalled or 
withheld from me at the will of an officer in 
another part of India ; or that even the presence 
of that officer in Bengal should, in any way, in- 
terfere with my military authority in that pro- 
vince. It will likewise be necessary (at least 
until affitirs in Bengal are restored toper&oW 
trsm^illity) that wtiatever troop^^ treasures, or^ 
other consignments may be destined £rom Eng-» 
land to tl^t. presidency, shall not, as usual, ^be 
stopped Sk^d employed by any of the other pre^ 
sidendes^. at which they may chance to amv^ 
in their passage towards the Ganges.'' 

Such w{^; the prospect^ and such were, tihe 
anticipations,, with which CUve prdoefided ta 
India. The task was ^:duous, but hiamikui was* 
resolved, on it^ full performaAce ; and th(e next 
chapter will show that -hi$^£S>rtsiW;ere mdieidum/ 
sufficient to siirniQQqt .the ob^tael^ that wrece^ 
oppQsed iq hjis success,/ $^lthojugh> they. iprove4^ 
even greabW/ than h^i^adappriehended. .- 
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CHAR XIV. 



Wbj have already adverted- to' the dtate of confu- 
sion in wbich affairs were at Bengal when Lord 
CUve landed. 

Never had an individual a more arduous task 
oin&mn; bat he came to it with great local 
knowledge, with a full acquaintance with the 
characters of those by whom he was likely to be 
aided or thwarted, and with a mind determined 
at all hazttcds^to execute the great work to which 
he. had been* <^aUed^ almost by acclamation. 

' The puUiC' letters, papers,* and minutes which 
.were laid before Parilamesit,! regarding the trans- 
aottoBsini' B^ngalv during the years I763 and 
lyfifiy illnstnstted as they are by the debates of 
.1772, gave a fttli and: acetfraftfe Wstbty of those 
two years; but it is in his volumes of private 
letters, more than even in any public docu- 
ments, that we must look for the motives of 
Clive's conduct, during this most eventful period 
of his life. These are so numerous, that it is 
difficult to select from them such as will best 
give, in his own language, a just idea of the di£» 
.ficulties which he had to combat, and of that 
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unyielding firmness and determined resolution 
by which they were overcome. 

He writes to his friend General Camac, under 
date the Sd May, 1765 : — 

^ I arrived here this morning to take posses- 
sion of a government, which I find in a more 
distracted state, if possible, than I had reason to 
expect* 

<< The measures taken, widi regard to the 
country government, have been at best precipi- 
tate ; and the gentlemen here, knowing ihsA thft 
arrangement of all affiiirs was absolutely vested 
kk the committee, might, I think, have avoided 
going the lengths they have, till my arrivaL 
But I am determined not to be embarrassed by 
the errors of others, if in my power to remedy 
them. At least, I will straggle hard that the 
disinterested purpose of my voyage prove not 
inefiectual. Your resolution, my dear firiend, 
and princiides, almost unparalleled in these 
climes, will, I am sure, cooperate with me in 
every regulation for the [mblic good. Verdst 
appears, as far as I can hitherto judge, to be a 
man of honour and integrity. Sykes may be 
thoroughly relied on, and Sumner miast, fi^r his 
own sake, be a friend to the Company. It is 
impossible, therefore, to doubt that we shall be 
able to settle every matter to the satisfaction of 
our employers. The young Nabob should be 
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treated with respect, with dignity, 4nd with that 
honour which ought to be characteristic of Eii^ 
glisfamea in Asia as well as in £urope ; but since 
we have experienced such a series of troubles 
irem the mismanagement o£ Subahships, it is 
our duty to guard against future evils, by doing 
tor ourselves what no Nabob will ever do for us ; 
and never trust to the ambition of any Mussul* 
man whatever, after what has happened. Peace 
upon a. firm and lasting foundation must be esta^ 
blisbed if possible. And to obtain this object^ 
I conclude it will be necessary for me to march 
up to you at camp, not to coatinue long there, but 
to center into some treaty with the King. Your 
long and extensive expedition I could wish had 
been avoidable; but of that and all other affiurs 
I will speak more at large, when I have the plea- 
sure of hearing from or seeing you. For the 
present, I can only say, that our views ought to 
be confined to Bei^l and its departments, and 
so fiu: I am sure may be gone with justice ; nor 
do I doubt, that a committee of gentlemen, 
whose emulation is not excited by the distribu- 
tion of loaves and fishes, may acquire at this 
junchire immortal honour to themselves, and last- 
ing advantages to the Compaaiy. To-morrow 
morning I b^in to read over the pap^:^, and 
minutes of Council, that I may, by seeing what 
bas been dooe^ be able to fi^rm a clearer opinion 
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will, I «i|HK)ie» employ my attmtMKi fipr tm> «r 
three dMySf and thm yoa shall l^ar fi«ift>iii#/' .: 

In a letter to 4he flame officer, imdw jda^ An^ 
6th Mayt Glivja <rf}8eive9:: *-- .. ti 

<< I riiall now in&rai you of tibia.dayt^jpnh 
ceedii^fl. Havii^ met ^in CouBcit afters .awi^ 
debates, tiie field-officers were establusbediMM- 
lows : •^General Camac, Colonel S«utfi,. andS^ 
R. Barker are Colonels of the first, 8eaond,,and 
third x«siments (^ Infantry ; Sir R. Betch^r 
M^or Peach, and Mayor Cl^pdoian, Lieutenant 
Colonds; Miyoro Champion and Stilrfiart, 1^ 
jonu It was also proposed to fill up the other 
vacancy, whidi I objected to, until General 
Canute's sentiments were known i a compliment 
I thought due to the commanding officer* You 
will therefore point out to me whom you would 
have the third M«gor, and he shall be q)|)oin^ed. 
I am informed you do not think Ms^^t Chamfuon 
has had justioe don« him, when thqse s^pointf* 
mrats were made. M^r Champion's meri^ 
were not known, or .he would most certainly have 
^ood.next in rank tp C^onel. However, Ma^qr 
Champion is. satisfied with an assurance firom me, 
that whatever .the Directors shall order on tba^ 
head shall be comfJLied with« 

<^ After this matter was settled; I desired the 
Board would order those paragraphs relative to 
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liie power of the cotnmittee to be transmitted 
to the chie& and council cft the sabordinate 
settlemetiits, to the CommafiKler-in^chief of the 
mtujy and to the two presidencies of Madras 
and Bombay, that they might know what powers 
tbef committee were invi^Ert^ with. I then ao- 
^asanted the Board, that the committee was 
determined to make use of the poww invested 
in them, to its utmost ext&at ; that the condition 
of the country, -and the very beings of the Com« 
pany made such a step abmlutely oeeessary* 
Mr. Leycester (Jien seemed indinied to enter 
ittto a debate about the meaning and extent of 
ttiose powers, but I cut him short, by informing 
the ;^>ard, that I would not su^r any one to 
enter into the least discussion about the meaning 
of those powers ; but that the committee alone 
were absolutely determined to be the sole and 
only judges ; but that they were at liberty to 
enter upon the fiice of the consultations any mi- 
nutes they thought proper, but nothing more. Mr» 
Johnstone desired that some other paragraphs 
of the letter might be sent to Uie different sub- 
ordinates, &c., as tending, I believe, in his opi* 
nion, to invalidate those orders. Upon which I 
asked him, whether he would d^«^ to dispute 
our authority? Mr. Jdfinstone replied, that be 
never had the least intention of doing such a 
thing; upon which there was an appearance of 

VOL. II. Y 
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very long and patle c(>iiDtenanqes^ and iMt mt 
of the council uttered another syllable. Aftei 
despatching the current buaiue98) the Bcxard 
broke up> and to-morrow we sit im committee^ 
when^ I make no doubti of discovering such a 
scene as will be shocking to human nature. 
They have all recdved immense sums, for this 
new appointment^ and are so shameless, as to 
own it puUidy^ H^Qce we can account fov 
the motive of paying so little respect to me and 
the committee ; and, in short, every thing ci 
benefit to themselves they have in this^ hasty 
manner conduded, leaving to the committee 
the getting the covenants signed, which they 
say, is of such consequence, that they . cannot 
think of settling any thing final labout them until 
Lord Clivers arrivaL 

*^ Alas I' bow is the English nam^e sunk I I 
could not avoid paying the tribute of a few tears 
to the departed and lost fame of the British na* 
tion (irrecoverably so,, I fear). However, I d^ 
dedare^ by that Great Bdng who is the searcher 
{^ all hearts, and to whom we must be account- 
aUe^ if there must be an hereafiber^ that I am 
come out with a mind superior to all corrupUoii* 
and that I am determined to destrcr^ those great 
and growing evils, or perkh in the attempt* 

^* I hope, when matters are a little settled, to 
set out for the army; bringing with me full 
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power jfor you and me to settle every thing for 
the best.*' 

His own situation and that of the country, at 
the t)eriod of his anival, is fbrcibly depicted in 
a letter to Mr. Palk, Governor of Madras. * 

*^ I wrote you a few lines last Saturday ; since 
which matters do not go on so well as I could 
wish. Nasib Cawri, either through treachery or 
want of ammunition, has surrendered himself 
and army to the enemy ; and Sir R. Fletcher, 
who was going to his assistance with one hundred 
Europeans, four battalions of sepoys, and four 
field pieces, will find some diflSculty to get back, 
as I understand the Robillas, Mabrattas, and 
Stijah Dowla, intend to use their utmost efforts 
to .prevent it He has gained the banks of the 
Ganges, but I fear has no boats: however, as 
the General is marching to join him, I hope the 
enemy will not be able to make any impression 
' before their junction, when I think there is not 
much to apprehend. Whether Sujah Dowla 
intends to tiy his fortune in another battle, or to 
harass and cut olff our suppliesy and detach into 
the Bahar province, we know not However, 
we are providing against all accidents, by fornnng 
a second army from the reinforcements lately 
arrived, who are already upon their march for 
Batna^ to cover that country or proceed further, 

• nth May, 1765. 
y 2 
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as the situation of afiairs may teqaire* Thn^ i0i0- 
cumstanced/ you will see the necessity o£ rein^ 
forcing us upon all occasions when you can do 
it consistent with the safety of your own settle- 
ment. 

*< Mr. ♦ ♦ » ♦ and all the council baffebem 
j^uilty of such barefaced corruption, that the 
committee have thought it absolutely necessary 
to make use of the power given them, in ltd 12&- 
most extent You are addressed by this con- 
veyance, and copy oif the powers with which w« 
are invested has been sent to you. 

" At the first meeting, the gentlemen began 
to oppose and treat me in the manner they did 
Vansittart, by disputing our power, and the 
meaning of the paragraph in the Company^s 
general letter. However, I cut that matter 
short, by telling them they should not be the 
judges of that power, nor would we allow them 
to enter into the least discussion about it; but 
that they might enter their dissents in- writings 
upon the fkce of the consultations. Thii» brought 
matters to a conclusion, and spared us the ne* 
cesstty of making use of force, to put the Conw 
pan/!a intentions into execution. We arrived 
on Tuesday, and effected this on Thursday. On 
Friday we held a committee; &nd on Monday 
was read before the council the following reso- 
lution from the committee book : — * Resolved, 
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'tibat it is the opinion of this committee^ that the 
covenants be executed immediately by the rest 
4o£ the council^ and all the Company's servants/ 
After many idle and evasive arguments, and 
being given to understand they must either sign 
or be suspended the service, tihey executed the 
roDvenants upon the spot From this you will 
eee what I had the honour to inform you oi^ 
that I am determined upon an absolute reform- 
ation ; but here we must act with caution, until 
a peace is estaUished, which I do not despair of 
accomplishing during the rains* 

•* It gives me infinite concern to inform you 
that, Mr. Spencer (of whom I had the highest 
opinion) is by no means the man of integrity or 
iibilities that I took him to be ; being deeper in 
the mire than the rest, and ^ho appears to me 
to have* been, seduced and led astray by John* 
fitone and Leyce^ter, having never had any wUl 
or opinion of. bis own, i^ince be came to the 
chair* . Indeed, the dignity of governor is sunk 
^ven beyond contempt itiself jr- ai^d the name of 
council only heard of ia thes^ parts. Would 
you believe that in his ktteirs to tbe Nabob and 
others' he has submitted. to wxite^ ^I and the 
council?' 

*^ We are waiting thearrival pf the Nabob and 
his ministry, to determine whether we shall 
suspend them the service, or represent matters in. 

Y 3 
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a general light leaving to the Directors to detet- 
fliine their state ; though I am persuaded they 
Vfill never wait such a decision^ having all of 
them received large fortunes which they bare- 
facedly confess, for absolutely and precipitately 
concluding the late treaty with the young Nabob} 
not waiting for our approbation, or leaving it ia 
our power to rectify the least tittle, without 
being guilty of a breach of faith. 

" The large sums of money already received, 
and obligations given for the rest, on account c^ 
this treaty, are so very notorious through the 
whole town, and they themselves have taken 
such little pains to conceal them, that We catinot 
without forfeiting our honour and reputation 
possibly avoid a retrospection, as far b^k as the 
receipt of the covenants and Meer Jaffier^s 
death. If we should call upon you hereafter for 
the assistance of Messrs. Broke, RusseQ, Kelsall, 
Floyer, and two or three more, we are per- 
suaded your zeal for the service will not let yoa 
hesitate a moment about sending them by the 
first conveyance. However, you will keep the 
contents of this paragraph to yoursd:^ till you 
hear from the committee or me upon the subject. 

** I have employed Mr. Vansittart * as Persian 
interpreter, but cannot admit him to that share 

* Mr. George Vansittart, the brother of Henry, the late 
governor. 
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of confidence I wish to do» until those matters 
are ended entirely, out of a point of delicacy 
towards him/' 

Clive addressed a letter to Mn Spencer at 
this period *, which is singularly illustrative of 
that hold and open manner which led him to 
apeak and write his saitiments with little if any 
of that i^eserve and discretion which are neces- 
sary to less vigorous minds to insure their unol>- 
(srtructed progress through life. Mr. Spencer was 
at thi3 time still in Calcutta^ . 

** I have read over all the consultations from 
the death of the late Nabob, JafHer Ali Cawn, 
to the 4th April, 1765, in which it does not 
appear to me that you and the gentlemen have 
given any solid reasons for thus precipitately con- 
cluding a solemn treaty with the present young 
Nabob, There could have been no danger in 
declining an absolute conclusion of the treaty, 
until our arrival, which you know was expected 
every day. I. am most sensibly affected at the 
ixeatment I have received from you and the gen- 
tlemen touching myjaghire. The instructing 
your deputies to apply to the Nabob for a 
sunnud to confirm the agreement made by the 
Company and me was officious, and contrary to 
the instructions of the Court of Directors, who 
more than once, in their last letter of the 1st of 

♦ 13th May, 1765. . 
y 4 
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June, say; this matfaer i& to fae oondotted.fbjf 
Lord Clrv^e id conjiainGtixm with the >caanoi}« 
Such a proceeding carries vfith it-B. re&astmti 
upon nrf integrity^ as if it was doubted 'wiMdnr 
I should [make use of the power I wad itivteaMi 
with to perfonn what I had so solemnly i^ei- 
gaged to perform. However, before i leave 
India, I wiH endeavour to convince this -part of 
the world upon what principles I act*^ 

Clive was at this period most aifxioos to make 
peace with the native states; and amcAcig other 
reasons that led him to seek this objeet, one of 
the principal was, to establish subordination'^ in 
the army, and to correct abuses in the civil ad- 
ministration, neither of which it was easy to 
effect while war existed. One of bi« first 6teps 
had been to establish the supremacy of the com- 
mittee, which consisted only o£ five membtrs^ 
oyer the council which had sixteen, including 
the chiefs of all the principal Victories. The 
members of council could not be expected to 
isuffer patiently the execution of measures, which 
not only reduced their influence and power, but 
threatened investigation into their past conduct, 
and destroyed their golden prospects for the 
future. A party was toon formed against Olive, 
the bead of which was Mn Leycester^t But 

• Vide letter to Mr. Sjkes, 7th July, 
f Vide letter to Mr. Palk, 14th July. 
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OO0 of the most able and aiergetic of Clive's op- 
ponents was Mr* John Johnstoniv who had di$* 
Imgoished himself foi* his zeal and activity when 
jMQployed with Ck^nel Forde at the capture of 
'Masolipatam, and in various other services. Mn 
^ohn&txnate was, as has been stated, one of the 
members of the committee who had been the 
instruments of placing the youog Nabob on the 
throne, and who had received presents which 
they were not disposed to return. On the con- 
trary, they pleaded the example which others, 
and especially CUve hunself» had given, and re- 
fused to admit that there was any just ground 
for considering conduct as criminal in them 
which had been approved in their predecessors, 
idaoed under circumstances which, according to 
their statement, were not essentially dissimilar. 

Glive*, disregarding opposition, recorded his 
opinion that the treaty with the Nabob was 
formed with precipitation; and while he ex- 
pressed in the most open and bold manner his 
opinion as to the motiv^es: which had influenced 
those by whom it had been concluded, he de- 
clared hk determination to exercise his full 
powers to correct mal-adminiatration, to enforce 
the signature, by the civil servants, of the cove- 
nant, as ordered by the Directors, which had 

♦ Vide letter to Mr. Spencer of the 13th May, 
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iiitfaerto been evaded* ; and above alli to ^ut a 
Btoip to the shameful abuses and wrongs which 
had arisen from Europeans in the dvil 6ervice» 
and free merchants engaging in the uilajid tradci. 

« The Court of Directors, by the Lapwing packet, which 
left England in June, 1764>, sent positive orders, which 
reached Calcutta on the 24th January, 1765, that all persons 
in the Company's service shodd execute coTenants, ret- 
Btraining them from accepting, directly or indirectly^ froKo 
the Indian princes, any grant of lands, rents, or territorial 
dominion, or any present whatever, exceeding the value of 
four thousand rupees, without the eonsent of the Court of 
Directors. The letter further contained orders relating to 
private trade, and to batta to the troops. The council as- 
sembled next day, 25th January. It is remarkable that the 
subjects, both of the batta and of the private trade, ar^ 
noticed in the consultation, but no allusion whatever is made 
to the matter of the covenants. At this crisis ^e old Nabob 
died; and Mr. Johnstone and Mr.Le3xe6ter were immediately 
empowered to negotiate with his son, the young Nabob, and 
accordingly did conclude a treaty, 6th February, as has been 
already mentioned. About twenty lacs of topees wiare, oa 
this occasion, promised, and the greater part of it received, 
as a present to the Governor and several members of council. 
(Verelst's Narrative, p. 51.; Third Report of Select Com* 
mittee of House of Commons, p* 21.) As upwards of three 
months had elapsed at the time of Clive's arrival, and the 
Company's orders regarding the covenants had not yet been 
put in/orce, the Select Committee, immediately on meeting, 
issued an order for carrying them into instant effect* Clive^ 
in his letters, expresses great indignation at th^ drcoap^ 
stances attending the treaty with the young prince ; and it is 
impossible not to agree with him in thinking, that the delay 
in the signing of the covenants, and the subsequent presents 
from the young Nabobs reflect light on each other. 
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He was quite aivare of all fUe odium and faoatility 
which the sudden and great reform he contem- 
plated would bring upon him, both in India and 
England ; but, from the whole tenor of his private 
letters of this date it is obvious, that the know- 
ledge of this, so fsx from dispiriting, only en- 
couraged him to the great efforts he made. The 
following is an extract of a letter to Mn Sykes 
of the 29th June on the subject : — 

" I fear the military as well as civil are so far 
gone in luxury and debauchery, that it will re- 
quire the utmost exertion of an united com- 
mittee to save the Company from destruction. 
However, let us always appeal to the rectitude 
of our intentions, and we shall be enabled to 
complete the arduous undertaking with great 
satis&ction and honour to ourselves. Remem- 
ber me to Verelst in the kindest manner ; tell 
him the Company and myself have no other de- 
pendence, but upon the justness of his and your 
principles.'' 

Lord Clive's anxiety to conclude a peace, 
made him determine, immediately after his ar- 
rival, to proceed to Patna. He had also several 
arrangements to effect at Moorshedabad*, where 
affiiirs had fallen into great confusion. His in- 
tention was to proceed, after settling affairs in 
Bengal, to Bahar ; and his colleagues in the com^ 

* Vide letter to Mr. Sumner of the 26th June. 
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mittee delisted to him their power to condistie 
a settlement with Sujah Dowla and the Eiit> 
pearor o£ Delhi, with or without the aid of 
Brigadier General Carnac* Lord Clive had^ 
however, left Calcutta but a short time, helbve 
he was embarrassed by the wavering oomdiict ckf 
Mn Sumner, the senior member of the com^ 
mittee* His Lordship had proposed, for strong 
and obvious reasons, that the members of couoh 
dl should be reduced from sixteen to twelve, and 
that the chiefs of subordinate factoriea should 
not be included. Thdr being in council, he 
argued, gave them an increased local inftuencse 
and power, that was often abused ; and the 
council were slow' and reluctant to oensore or 
punish the acts, however much tihey disapproved 
of them^ of membws of their own body. Another 
evil arose out of this systeoou Base t0 coimcfl 
was in fact by seniority; for wh^.n^ittg ap^ 
peared on recojrd.agamst an individual^ his daim 
to that station was almost invairiably admitted. 
Mn Sumner. w^ adverse to any cl^oge of this 
system.. Clive, though aniK>yed at hki conducts 
which he thought too compromising, end^vonred 
by every argument he wuld use,. tOirealaim htm 
to that decided course which he conceiv^ei^ it the 
duty of the committee to pursue, and fromiWhiob 
it was important they should not be diverted 
* Ykie letter. Secret CommIU<;^^ 2^Bt Jiine, lf$A. 
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eitJaier by the opiniom or temonstrances of the 
ooubcil : Mr. Sykes continoed firmly to support 
the {Governor, but he was called away to his du-^ 
ties at the court of the Nabob at Moorshedabad ; 
and 'Mn Verelst had been bt^ei nommated to 
the statioo of supervisor of Burdwafn and Mid-» 
napore. 

,. Placed under these circumstances. Lord Clive 
made every effort to convince Mr. Sumner of 
the necessity of givhig him a decided support 
against the opposition raised by the council. 

"I hope,'* he observes on one occasion, ^*my 
hst letter will have convinced you of the in^ 
aignificancy of the struggles of the gentlemen 
of counoil, as well as of their power, when 
compared with that of the committee* If you 
will but convince yourself that they have laid 
lireniBelvea under such a censure that nothing 
caai excuse them at home, and that the com-, 
mittee*^ upright and spirited conduct must gain 
the univc»*sal applause, you vnU treat them with 
that contempt which they deserve, by never 
suffisring them to give a v<^te*on any subject 
whatever, when once it has ftllen Under consi^ 
deration of the comniittee. ' 

** But to convince you what opinion even Mr. 
Sulivan and our enemies must have of our con- 
duct, I refer you to the two enclosed letters of 
Mr. Falk» who is Mn Sulivan's inracle. Besides^ 
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I have seen a lett^ of his to Mr. George Van-' 
sittarty wherein he speaks in the highest terms^ 
(^what we are about, and the absolute necessttj" 
of a reformation. 

" The behaviour of the council is so shame- 
less, abandoned, and ungrateful, that I k^ow 
not whether I shall not produce fresh accusations 
i^ainst them, in that the subordinate chiefs,, 
down to the writers, have laid all the zemindars 
imder contribution, of which I shall soon be in 
possession of the most authenthic proo&." 

In almost all Clive's letters written at this 
period he dwells upon the same subjects, ex- 
presses his opinion that the covenants should be 
executed, and depicts the extent and enormity 
of the prevaiUng abuses and corruptk)n in the 
interior of the country, particularly by the na- 
tives, whom men with local inlSuence and power 
have employed as agents. These have (as he 
states), by their exactions and tyranny, rendered 
the English name odious. 

The sentiments he entertained of his council 
are fully given in a letter to Mr. Sykes, under- 
date the lOkh August. 

" The behaviour of die council has convinced 
me they are chiklren and ^kAs, as well as 
knaves, and I am not at all concerned, on the 
Company's account, that they have demeaned 
themselves in the manner your^res^it; for we 
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vmy^ now, with great propriety^ let the senti* 
meats of humanity give way to justice. For 
my own part> I am deteirmined» as one» to show 
them no more mercy ; indeed it now becomes 
neoe^aary, as well for our own vindication as for 
tbeadvjtntage of the Company, to make an ex« 
simfHe of thesn, and represent them in their pro« 
per colours to the Court of Directors. 

** I wish you would get ready the Dinagepo<Mr 
Rajah's evidence^ as well as the evidence of 
others, concerning Mr. Gray's conduct at Malda, 
against we assemble at Calcutta ; and also what 
otiber evidences of other gentlemen whose con* 
duct deserves our censure* I can't help think- 
ing Leycester has been guilty of other misde- 
meanours at Dacca, &c, Burdett I am sure has«" 

In a letter* from Lord Clive to the Directors, 
he has the following observatiops upon this sub* 
ject : — " Upon my arrival, I am sorry to say, I 
found your affairs in a condition so nearly des- 
perate^ as would have alarmed any set of men 
whose sense of honour and duty to their em- 
ployers had not been estranged by the too eager 
pursuit of their own immediate advantages. The 
sudden^ and» amc^g many, the unwarrantable 
acquisition of riches, had introduced luxury in 

* This letter is dated the 30th September, 1765. It is 
published in the Third Report of the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, A. D. 1772. 
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evety shi^e» aad in its most pernicious excesr. 
These two [enormous evils went hand in hand 
together through the whole presidenqr, infect^ 
ing almost every member of each department* 
Every inferior seemed to have gnuq^ed at wealth, 
that he might be enabled to assume that spirit 
of profusion which was now the only dktinctioa 
between him and his superior. Thus all dis* 
tinction ceased; and every rank became, in a 
manner, upon an equality. Nor was this the 
end of the mischief; for a contest c£ such a na- 
ture among our servants necessarily destroyed 
all proportion between their wants and the honest 
means of satisfying them. In a country where 
money is plenty, where fear is the principle of 
government, and where your arms are ever vie-- 
torious, it is no wonder that the lust of riches 
should readily embrace the profiered means of 
its gratification, or that the instruments of your . 
power should avail themselves of their authority, 
and proceed even to extortion, in those cases 
where simple corruption could not keep pace 
with their rapacity. Examples of this sort, set 
by superiors, could not &,il of being fdlowed, 
in a proportionable degree, by inferiors. The 
evil was contagious, and cfiread among the civil 
and military, down to the writer, the ensign, 
and the free merchant.** 

In the answer from the Court of Directws 
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to this letter • from Clive, they observe ; ^ We 
have the strongest sense of the deplorable state 
to which our affiiirs were on the point of being 
reduf^edj from the corruption and rapacity of 
our servaatSy and the universal depravity of man- 
nera thoughoat the settlements. The general 
relaxation of all discipline and obedience, both 
military and civil, was hastily tending to a dis- 
solution of all government. Our letter to the 
Select Committee expresses our sentiments of 
what has been obtained by way of donation ; 
and to that we must add, that we think the vast . 
fortunes acquired in the inland trade have been 
obtained by a scene of the most tyrannic and 
oppressive conduct that ever was known in any 
age or country.'* 

. In the letter of the same date as that of Lord 
Clivet, from the Select Committee of Cal- 
cutta above referred to, they express themselves 
bound to lay open to the view of the Direc- 
tors a series of transactions too notoriously 
known to be suppressed, and too deeply affecting 
their interest, the national character, and the 
existence of the Company in Bengal, to escape 
unnoticed and uncensured. " Transactions," 
they add, " which seem to demonstrate that 
every spring of this government was smeared 
with corruption, that principles of rapacity and 

* 17th May, 1766. f 30th September, 1765. 
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Oppression universally prevailed, and that every 
spark of sentiment and public spirit was lost 
and extinguished in the unbounded lust of un- 
merited wealth." 

Lord Clive, in a letter to Mr. Sykes of the 
20th August, informs hiiji of the happy conclu- 
sion of his mission to Benares, and of his having 
obtained from the King the grant of the dewan- 
nee, or deed, for the administration of Ben- 
gal, Bahar, and Orissa; an arrangement to 
which he very justly attaches the greatest value, 
and which may be viewed as having crowned his 
efforts as a hero and a statesman, in fixing firm 
the foundation of the British empire in India,* 
It is difficult, at the present day, to appreciate 
that wisdom which appeared to attach a value to 
the form, almost beyond the substance, of power. 
It is impossible to satisfy those who judge 
such questions by philosophic rules, or others 
who apply a European standard to Indian policy, 
of the weight of the reasons which led Clive to 
give the consequence he did to an act, that may 
appear to them as being more likely to augment, 
than to lessen, the numerous obstacles which 

* It mdj he m^ntioBcd, as a curious fact, thai; when the 
durbar for conferring the dewannee on the Company was held, 
the Emperor having none of the appurtenances of high con* 
dition or state along with him^ an English dining table, 
covered over, made the throne on which he sat during the 
ceremony. 
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already opposed the good government of our 
Eastern territories. It is not easy to convince 
such persons of the degree in which he was en- 
abled, by this grant, to reconcile to the rule of 
strangers the various communities which formed 
the vast population of India ; nor can we com- 
pute the amount of strength which it took away 
from princes, who had long been enemies to 
those Europeans whom they deemed invaders 
and usurpers, but who were, from the moment 
the grant was made, in the eyes of a great pro- 
portion of their subjects, if not in their own, 
sanctioned in the exercise of the power they had 
attained, by the authority of one who, however 
fallen, was still considered the legitimate source 
of all rank and authority over that empire of 
which he was hardly more than the nominal 
head. 

Philosophers may smile at such impressions, 
may despise those who act on such grounds; 
but as the bulk of human beings, in every 
country, are swayed- by impressions and preju- 
dices more than by reason, wise and great sta;tes- 
men will continue to establish authority, and 
preserve peace, by adapting their measures to 
the habits and feeling of the community, in- 
stead of acting on theories which, taken in the 
abstract, have an appearance of wisdom, but 
reduced to practice, by running counter to the 

z 2 
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character and condition of the great mass of men, 
for whose benefit they are intended, produce bittet 
fruits from fair but deceitful blossoms. 

Previous to the conclusion of the negotiations 
at Patna, Mr. Verelst*, acting under the instruc- 
tions of Lord Clive, had succeeded in obtaining 
the acquiescence of the Nabob of Moorshedabad 
and his ministers, to an engagement, by which 
it is stipulated, that 50 lacs of rupees should be 
assigned for his supportt, and that of his family, 
while the remaining revenue was allotted to the 
payment of restitutions, expenses of the army, 
and allowance to the King. 

Lord Clive, in a letter which announced to 
the Court of Directors his having made peace, 
and obtained rights and privileges that gave 
them resources which, well managed, were more 
than competent to maintain the East India Com- 
pany in that political power whi6h a rapid suc- 
cession of events had forced upon them, entered 
fully upon the subject of the future administra- 
tion of their aflkirs, and, above all, the necessity 
of a complete reform in their civil and military 
establishments, which, in Bengal, he describes to 
be in the worst possible state, owing to many 
causes, but to none more than the rise of youth to 

* Vide letter from Mr. Verelst, 27th July, l^S. 
f An addition of 386,131 was subsequently granted. 
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wealth and high station, before they had either 
prudence or judgment; a rise inevitably suc- 
ceeded by their falling into a. state of indolence 
4nd luxury, that led to the increase of the evils 
it was his anxious object, and that of the Select 
Committee, to remedy. 

The measures he adopted to enfore obedience 
to the orders of the Directors^ regarding certain 
classes of their servants discontinuing trade, 
were accompanied by a distribution among 
the seniors, of a proportion of the profits of the 
salt monopoly, in shares accordant with their 
rank. These shares, though large, were con- 
sidered as nothing by men who were enjoying 
the enormous profits that resulted from the pri- 
vileges which their influence and authority gave 
them as merchants. This arrangement, con- 
sequently, caused great discontent among those 
whose interests it aiFected ; which was increased 
by his removal of civil servants from many minor 
stations in the provinces, and ordering all free 
merchants, eKcept those that were specifically 
licensed, to return to the presidency. An effectual 
check was also put, at this period, to that systeiT 
of violence with which the native gomastahs, 
or agents of civil servants and free merchants, 
continued to enforce the passing their goods, 
not only without paying duties, but without 

z 3 
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dustucks or passes *, which were granted wh^u 
it was deemed e^^pedient or proper, on applica- 
tion. There is, in Clive's letter books, much 
correspondence upon thi3 subjept; the whol^. 
tenor of which proves, that the effort ipade by the 
committee to stop the inland trade, was ope of 
the principal causes of that combination of civil 
servants, which rapidly increased in number and 
violence, when it was known, th?it Clive had re- 
quested that four of the senior and be?t qualified, 
civil servants of Madras should be immediately 
sent to Bengal, in order to strengthen his ad- 
ministration of the latter presidency. 

The conduct of Mr. Leycester, one of the 
council, who placed himself at th§ head of the 
discontented, forced the Select Committee to 
suspend him. Mr. Gray and Mr* Burd^tt, two 
other leaders, went home ; and severe measiures, 
were taken with several juniors, who joined with 
their super^org in order to arrest reforms, which 
threatened to destroy those prospects, of early 
and great wealth in which they sp fondly in- 
dulged. 

Clive h^ard, sqon after his arrival, of Mr. 
Dudley being deputy-chairman j and we find a 

* Mr. Johnstone, who had resigned council, but who re- 
mained some time settling the commercial concerns with Mr. 
Bolts, complains of his salt being stopped ; Lord Cliye> in . 
reply, says he should have applied for a dustuck. 
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long private letter*, written in 1763, to that 
gentleman. In this, ailer commenting with his 
usnal freedom on the characters of persons con- 
nected with the conduct of Indian afikirs, both 
at home and abroad, he particularly alludes to 
Mn Sumner, his destined successor, who, how- 
ever respectable, he was led to believe, from 
what he has seen and heard, would not be found 
to possess that energy and decision which were 
indispensable to carry into full effect the system 
which he had introduced. 

He concludes this letter with some strong 
opinions, as to the measures that were necessary 
io insure the fbture welfare of Bengal : — 

" If the Directors will empower me alone, or 
me in conjunction with the present committee, 
to regulate matters, I can be responsible fbr the 
consequences after my departure 5 if not, I much 
fear, iSiings will fall into the bid channel, and to 
the advantages arising frbm salt willbe added 
every other that can be obtained. 

" Remember the 6ath and penalty bond men- 
tioned in my public letter. 

" If you could, by increasitig the Governor's 
salary, or ordering his proportion of salt to be 
greater, insert in the oath, that the Governor 
should not be allowed the liberty of private 

* Let tor ta Mr. Dudley,, 29th Sfpteinber, HQih 
z 4 
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trader but attcsQd only to the aflbira of. the Cmn- 
pany^ . leaving trade to the second^ &0m I thiofa 
the plw of goremioent would be much mose 
perfect, as it would be less liable to abuses £rom 
the head. ^ 

. ** With regard to the maguitude of our pos^ 
sessions^ be not, staggered* Assure y oiurself that 
the Company must either be what they are, or 
be anmhil^ed» Hitherto, at least, one oan see 
no alternative ; for, in a moderate state, though 
the power might still be preserved, corruption 
and frequent revolutions, must in the end over** 
set us. Never was there a time when affiura 
wore so strong an appearance of prosperity and 
stability as the present 

** Irruptions of the Mahrattas may now and 
then interrupt our trade, and impede the cdL** 
lection of our revenues; but J am. persuaded 
that nothing can proye fatal but a renewal of 
licentiousness an^ong your servants here, or in- 
testine divisions among yourselves at home^ 

" I am sorry I cannot send the Directors, by 
this conveyance, a list of the revenues ; but I 
am as much convinced as that I now exist,: that 
when the revenues are all perfectly regulated, 
the Company will receive, clear of. civil and 
military expenses, and without oppressing or 
overloading the inhabitants, a net income of 
2,000,000/- sterling per annum. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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Mnd } I mean, a thorough exanaination into att 
the civil and liiilitary ofioei^. The itKflBculty is 
iff tE^e choice of men for a cbtemittee, 'We can- 
not easily find servants here endued wikh suoh 
strict pfiilciples of h^onour ^^s'to Make them 
Ijiiiik it a duty they owe th^ Company to enter 
heartily into the scrutiny, andrecommend such 
wholesome regulations as may in future prevent 
abuses. 

** It is impossible for the Seleet Committee to 
go thrcMXgh the whole themselves, nor can they 
expect to see a thorough rtformation take place, 
unless tbejr a^e assisted with the £e^l and as- 
siduity of others. If the gentlfetaen of Madras 
whom I have recommeiided were here, I could 
be certiin of having my plan soon completed. 
The Directors will, I am sure, be surprised 
when they see what a total inattention (to call 
it by no worse a name) there has been in the 
gentlemen of coundl, With regard to their em- 
ployment, and what gross frauds have been 
committed by the natives actiilg imder them. 

" Still more will they be surt)r}$ed, when they 
see the late tnilitary expenses, compared With 
the present ; for there is now a systeni of 
economy, consistent with the true interest of 
the Company, and yet the allowances are not re- 
duced below what they ought to be. 
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" Neither the general nor committee** letter 
is very full upon the subject of remittances. 
This year we shall probably draw upon you to* 
the amount of treasure sent to China. There 
still remains 24 lacs of restitution money to be' 
paid, 3 lacs of donation, 30 lacs of bond£^ and 10 
or 12 lacs to be sent to Bombay ; and if to this 
you add 20 lacs to be sent to China, the whole 
will amount to 87 or 89 lacs. Our treasury at 
present is low, as we have not yet received the 
benefit of our new grant ; and large sums have 
been advanced for the investment, which will 
exceed 4K) lacs this year. 

" The trade of salt, betle, and tobacco is now 
become an object of the utmost importance, both 
to the Company and to individuals. If 'die pro- 
fits should greatly exceed what they are stated 
at, as some are sanguine enough to imagine, you 
may be assured the Company shall receive the 
benefit ; for, if the dear gain should exceed a 
certain sum, the indulgence will become too 
great. As matters are settled at present^ the 
Company will receive one half of the advanti^es 
by allowing them a duty of 35 per cent, upon 
salt, which is the principal article. The pro- 
prietors pay 10 per cent, for the loan of money, 
and 5 per cent may be allowed for the loss of 
boats and wastage/* 

The Court of Directors appear, frmn their 
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g€(^?mL letters sent by Lord Clive, and those of 
s}^bs?quent date, to have been \Gxy anxious to 
put. an end to the internal trade carried on by 
their iservants and their native agents, which 
t^ey con3idered as being alike oppressive to the 
inhabitants of the country, and injurious to the 
native goyemments. It constituted a great 
source of profit to individuals, but was, they 
stated, directly opposed to tJie interests of the 
Company, and from the mode in which it vm^ 
carried on brought disgrace upon the £nglish 
natoe. In the general letter of April @6th, 
1765, the Court observes, with reference to the 
conduct of the civil servants who had charge of 
the gov^rnm^t before the arrival of Lord; 
CJive, a^d who pretended that their right to 
engage in the internal trade, and to have their 
goods passed free of duty, was founded on the 
Emperor's firman to the Company j — 

" Treaties of commerce are understood to be 
for the mutual benefit of the contracting parties. 
Is it then possible to suppose that the court of 
Delhi, by confierring the privilege of trading free 
of customs, could mean an inland trade in the 
commodities of their own country, at that period 
unpractised and unthought of by the English, to 
the detriment of their revenues and the ruin of 
their own merchants ? We do not find such a 
construction was ever heard of, until our own 
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servante first invited it^ and afterwards iupr 
ported it by violence* Neither could li 1^ 
claimed by the subsequent treaties with Meer 
Jaffier, or Cossim Ali, which were never underr 
stood to give one additional privilege of trade 
beyond what the firman expressed. In sbortS^ 
the specious arguments used by those who pre*^ 
tended to set up a right to it convince us they 
did not want judgment, but virtue to withstand 
the temptation of suddenly amassing a great 
£>rtune, although acquiied by means inconv 
patible with the peace of the country, and their 
duty to the Company. 

" Equally blamaWe were they who, acknow- 
ledging they had no right to it, and sensible of 
the ill consequences resulting firom assuming it, 
have, nevertheless, carried on this trade, and 
used the authority of the Company to obtaii^ 
by a treaty exacted by violence, a sanction for 
a trade to enrich themselves, without the least 
regard or advantage to the Company, whose 
forces they en^ployed to protect them in it 

" Had this short question been put, which 
their duty ought first to have suggested, * Is it 
for the interest of our employers ? * they would 
not have hesitated one moment about it ; but 
this criterion seems never once to have occurred. 

" All barriers being thus broken down be- 
tween the English and the country government, 



Digitized by 



Google 



M£!tfOIRS Of X.ORD CLIV£. 849 

imd erreiy thing out of its proper cfaaime], we 
a;re at a loss how to prescribe means to restore 
wder from this confusion ; and being deprived 
of that confidence which we hoped we might 
liave placed in our servants, who appear to have 
J^eefn the actors in these strange scenes, we can 
only say, that we rely^on the zeal and abilities 
of Lord Clive, and the gentlemen of the Select 
Committee, to remedy these evils. We hope 
they will restore our reputaticm among the 
country powers, and convince them of our ab* 
horrence of oppression and rapaciousness/* 

In the general letter, under date the 19th 
February, I766, recurring to the same subject, 
they write : — 

*• With respect to the treaty with Nudjum-uL 
Dowla, it is proper here to insert, at length, the 
fifth article, which runs in these words : — * I 
do ratify and confirm to the English the privi- 
lege grantfed them by their firman, and several 
husbulhookums, of carrying on dieir trade, by 
means of their own dustiicks, free from all du- 
ties, taxes, or impositions, in all parts of the 
country, except in the article of salt, on which 
the duty of two and a half per cent, is to be le- 
vied on the Rowana or Haughley market price.' 
This fifth article is totally repugnant to our own 
order, contained in our general letter, by the 
Kent and Lapwing, dated the 1st June, 1764 ; 
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in which we not only expressed our abhorrence 
of an article in the treaty with Meer Jaffier, 
literally corresponding with the present fifth ar- 
ticle, but in positive terms directed yoU, iti 
concert with the Nabob, to form an equitable 
plan for carrying on the inland trade, arid trans- 
mit the same to us, accompanied by such explan- 
ations and remarks as might enable us to give 
our sentiments and directions thereupon. We 
must remind you, too, that in our said general 
letter we expressly directed, that our orders, in 
our letter of the 8th February preceding, which 
were to put a final and effectual end to the inland 
trade in salt, betle-nut, and tobacco, and in all 
other articles produced and consumed hi the 
country^ should remain in force, until an equit- 
able and satisfactory plan could be found and 
adopted. As, therefore, there is not the least 
latitude given you for concluding any treaty 
whatsoever respecting this inland trade, we must 
and do consider what you have done as an express 
breach and violation of our orders, and as a 
detrimental resolution to sacrifice the interest of 
the Company, and the peace of the country, to 
lucrative and selfis^h views. 

" This unaccountable behaviour put an end 
to all confidence in those who made this treaty, 
and forces us to resolve on measures for the sup- 
port of out aulhorHy, and the preservation of 
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lie Company, We do therefore pronounce, that 
every servant concerned in that trade stands 
guilty of a breach of his covenants with us and 
of our orders ; and in consequence of this resolu- 
tion» we positively direct, that if that treaty in 
now subsisting, you make a formal renunciation, 
by some solemn act to be entered on your re- 
cords, of all right under the said treaty, or 
otherwise, to trade in salt, betle-nut, and tobacco ; 
and that you transmit this renunciation of that 
part of the treaty, in form, to the Nabob, in the 
Persian language. Whatever government may be 
established, or whatever unforeseen occurrences 
may arise, it is our resolution to prohibit, and wo 
do absolutely forbid, this trade o£ salt, betle-nut, 
and tobacco, and of all articles that are not for 
export and import* according to the spirit of the 
firman, which does not in the least give any 
latitude whatsoever for carrying cm such an in- 
land trade i and, moreover, we shall deem every 
European concerned therein, directly or indi- 
rectly, guilty of a breach of his covenants, and 
direct that he be forthwith sent to England, that 
we may proceed against him accordingly. And 
every native who shall avail himself of our pro* 
tection to carry this trade on, without paying all 
the duties due to the government equally with 
the rest of the Nabob's subjects, shall forfeit 
that protection, and be banished the settlement ; 
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aod ire dteec^ that these fesobitioM l»i^gn3led 
publicly throughout the MttfaoMut.'' 

These ktten were memt to be irL soffKi^i 
the measures Lord Clive iras sufipo8ed'to.haao 
adopted ; but die opkiitiHas of the Court ifi ri^fswd 
to the sak ttBde dtiered eneutiaity fwm: thoM 
on ichtGh he had aeted« This sab|ect/ ftow«' 
ever, will be noticed hereafter. In a subse^pwot 
letter, (May 17th, I766,) after stating the earnest 
request they had made of Lord Clive to remain 
one more seascm ia Bei^gal, and giving their 
sttitimeata on the importance of his a^vioes,^ 
iiiey drew a strong and ji»t ccmtiai^ between the 
conduct of the Select Committee^ of which bm 
was president, and that of the Governor and 
Council, whose power it had siq>OT8eded« 

^< The article in the treaty with Sfauja Dowia, 
stipulating a trade duty-free, trough h» do- 
minions, we direct to be confined solely to the 
Company's trade ; and even in that sense of it, 
we mean only if his dominions produce any 
goods fit for the European markets, or if it can 
be made the means of extending our trade in 
the woc^en mmufactory, or any other Euro- 
pean goods* 

" We come now to consider the great and im- 
portant affairs of the dewannee^ on which we 
shall give our sentiments with every objection 
that occurs to us. 
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f ^ When we consider dmt the barrier of the 
country govermneiit was entirdy br<Aen down, 
9md ^fr&j Englishmaa throoghout tiie country 
acoMd witii an authority that owi»sd no na^ 
pecior, and exerdusing his power to the c^rea* 
akmof the bdpless luitives^ who knew not whom 
to^ohey ; at such a crisis^ we canned hesitate to 
approve your obtaining the dewannee fer the 
Clompuny. 

<' When we look back to the system that Lord 
Clive and the gentlemen of the Select Committee 
found established, it presents to us a suhi^ dis* 
armed, with a revenue of almost two millions 
sterling, (for so much seems to have been left» 
exclusive of our demands on him,) at the mercy 
of our servants, who had adopted an unheard-of 
ruinous pruiciple, <^an interest distinct from the 
C<Mnpany. This principle showed itself in lay* 
ing their hands upon every thing they did not 
deem the Company's property. 

'^ In the province of Burdwan, the resi* 
dant and his council took an annual stipend of 
near 80,000 rupees per annum from the 
Rajah, in addition to the Company's salary. 
This stands on the Burdwan accounts, and we 
fear was not the whole ; for we apprehend it 
went further, and that they carried this per# 
nicious principle even to the sharing with the 
Jlajah of all he collected beyond the stipulated 
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malguzary, or land revenue^ overiooking the 
point of duty to the Company, to whom, pro* 
perly, every thing belonged that was not neces- 
sary for the Rajah's su|)port» It has been the 
principle, too, on which our servants have falsely 
endeavoured to gloss over the crime of their 
proceedings, on the accession of the present 
Subah ; and we fear would have been soon ex- 
tended to the grasping the greatest share of that 
part of the Nabob's revenues which was not 
allotted to the Company. In short, this princi- 
ple was directly undermining the whole fabric ; 
for whilst the Company were sinking under the 
burden of the war, our servants were enriching 
themselves from those very funds that ought to 
have supported the war. But to Lord Clive and 
our Select Committee we owe, that the Company 
are at last considered as principals in Uie ad- 
vantages as well as dangers." 

Clive had recommended, that the Governor 
of Bengal should have an adequate salary, and 
be restrained from trade. In one of his letters 
already quoted, he strongly urged that he should 
be vested with authority to take a resolution in 
eases of emergency entirely on himself. He sub- 
sequently not only pointed out the expediency of 
making Calcutta the chief seat of the government 
of India, but proposed, in any future arrangement, 
the nomination of a Governor-general, with the 
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full powers he now enjoys. All these propd^ 
sitions have been adopted ( but the most import- 
atit wfere not carried into effect till thirty years 
of collision and confusion in the administration 
of the Indian Government, through the means of 
separate and independent presidencies, coni'^ 
pelled the divided and jealous authorities in 
England to follow the wise counsel of one 
whose experience and foresight enabled him to 
predict the evils which must result fh)m the 
weakness and distraction of their government 
abroad, and the necessity of forming one uniform 
system for the administration of our Indian ter- 
ritories, and placing them under one efficient 
general rule,— * the individual at the head of which 
should be of a character that justified his being 
clothed with paramount power over the whole. 

Such was tihe magnitude of the evils that now 
weighed down the government of Bengal. It 
was at this period of danger from external ene- 
mies aggravated by a system radically corrupt, 
and in the continuance of "which the interests 
of almost the whole of the public servants, and of 
all the free traders, were involved, that Clive 
evinced all the energy of his extraordinary cha- 
racter. We trace that quality, however, more in 
his private than in his public letters ; and some 
extracts from the former will exhibit, better than 
the most laboured detail, the nature of the ob- 
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stacles he had to encounter, and the measures he 
took to surmount them, and to restore and fis:/ 
on a firmer foundation than ever, the interests 
of his country in India. He obsares, in a letter 
to Mr. Palk, Governor of Madras, dated Cal- 
cutta, 4th May * ; *— 

" I have little more to say than that I arrived 
here yesterday, and that all afiairs, civil and 
military, are in a state of confusion beyond what 
I had even reason to expects I can see no end 
to the troubles in these parts. Suja Dowk has 
been joined by the Rohillas and Mahrattas, and 
he is marching down with them to make another 
effort to recover his dominions, which, at pre- 
sent, are entirely in our possession. Their appre- 
hension seems to be, that our principal object is 
to support the King, and establish him at Delhi; 
and if this is the case, we may expect all India 
will go to war with us. Such a continued scene 
of fighting as this seems to open, will not, how- 
ever, suit with us i and, in a very short time, I 
believe I must march up to camp, in order to 
settle measures, if possible, upon a pacific plan. 
I beg you will send us as many small, arms, as 
well as men, as your settlement can spare* out 
of the next and succeeding ships.*^t 



« « « # * 



• 1765. 

f At the time of Lord Clive's writing the letter quoted in 
•the text, to Mr. Palk, the Oorernor of Madras, which was 
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' In a letter to General Carnac, he describes 
the state of the Nabob of Moorshedabad and 

■ H ■ ■ I ■« I ■■ mi l .«« I I i ■ ■ i< t « , ■ I t i> < ■ ■ ■■ ..».. 

the day after hi« Lorcbkip's arrival at Benga]» Suja Dowla 
was, as is mentioned in that letter^ threatening to invade our 
provinces with a large army, joined by the Mahrattas and 
Hohillas. But he altered his tone very shortly after ; since it 
appears, by a letter written by him to G«[ieral Carnao, that 
lie offered to make peace on any terms. 

This letter, it appears from the public records mentioned 
in the Report of the Select Committee of 1772, was received 
by General Carnac on the 19th of May, 1765, and was pro« 
bably written by Suja Dowla two days before ; which allowa 
for his having received intelligence of Lord CHve's arrival on 
the Sd of that month, and that it had the effect of his pro- 
posing to make peace with the English. 

The letter is worth transcribing in this place. (Sd Rep. oS 
Select Comm. App« No, 84.) 

Sufa Ihwla to General Carnac. 

<^ It is known all over the world, that the illustrious chiefs 
of the English nation are constant and unchangeable in their 
friendship^ which my heart is flilly persuaded of. The late 
disturbances were contrary to my indination ; but it was so 
ordered by Providence.. 1 now see things in a proper light, 
and have a strong desire to come to you ; and am persuaded 
you will treat me in a manner befitting your own honour. 
You have shown great ^vours to others ; whea you becoma 
acquainted with me you will see with your own eyes, and be 
thoroughly sensible of my attachment, from which I will 
never depart while I have life. I am this day arrived at Bel- 
gram : please God, in a very short time I shall have the hap*- 
piness of a meeting with you. As for oth^ particulars, I 
refer you to Monyr-o-Dowla and Rajah Shitabroy." 
(And with his own hand.) 

<< My Friend, — I regard not wealth not the government 
of countries 1 your favour and friendship is all I desire* 
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hifl miQisters, and the recent events at that comrt, 
in the following terms * : -^ 

" I cannot yet write you particulars ; however, 
matters seem drawing to a conclusion. Tho 
Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawfi are arrived. 
The Sects and Roydulub will be here to-morrow,| 
and I am determined to give an impartial audi«v 
ence to all of them, who are ready enough to 
disclose every transaction, and will prove to de- 
monstration, upon what grounds and principles 
the gentlemen have be^i actuated, thus preeipi«» 
tately to conclude a treaty before our arrival. 

" Although Nundcomar may not prove guilty 
of the crimes laid to his charge, yet, believe me, 
my dear General, he will do no honour, either 
to the Nabob or to the Company, in any great or 
eminent post, which he never was formed or de- 
signed for; and I can give you unanswerable 



Please Gody I will be with you verj soon, when you will da 
for me what you think best." 

The feme of Lord Clive having been so loBg established in 
India, k will not be thought extraordinary by those acquainted 
with that country, that the news of his return to it should 
have operated, a^ it did, so instantaneously with Suja Dowla, 
in the manner expressed m the above letter. 

Lord Clive soon after concluded a trealy of peace with 
him, of which an account is giv«n in the letter of the Select 
Committee at Calcutta, 30th September, 1765, in the same 
Beport, App., No. 86. 

» CalcuttajL 2Qth M*y, 1765- 
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reasons against his being the principal person 
about the Nabob, when I have the pleasure of 
seeing you. I am as fully averse to Reza Ali 
Cawn's remaining in the great post of Naib Su- 
bah. His bdng a Mussulman, acute, and clever, 
are rei»ons of themselves^ if there were no others, 
against trusting that man with too much power; 
and yet the young man must have men about 
him capable of directing and governing him; 
for besides his youth, he is really very simple, and 
always receives his impressions from those who 
are last about him. It is really shocking to see 
what a set of miserable and mean wretches Nund- 
comax has placed about him, men that the other 
day were horsekeq>ers. I proposed that three 
or four of the principal families in Bengal shall 
assist him in liis government; and make no 
doubt of obtaining his own consent for adopts 
ing such a plan as may make him perfectly easy 
in his own mind, and do the EngUsh nation 
honour. 

" 1 hope fifteen or twenty days will enable me 
to put affairs in such a channel, that the gentle- 
men may go on with the reformation during my 
absence ; and upon my arrival we must heartily 
set about a peace : for the expense is now be- 
come so enormous, (no less than 10 lacs per 
mensem, civil and military,) that the Company 
must be inevitably undone, if the Mahrattas, or 
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any other powers* should invade Bahar and Bixd4 
gal ; for it will then be irapossiUe to raise mpney 
sufficient to contiaue the war. This is a very 
serious considerati<m with me) and will, I make 
no doubt* strike you in the same light*'' 

Treating the same subject in a subseq(iie]i4( 
letter, Clive observes • :— 

'* Strange discoveries have been made^ which 
prove your conjectures about revolutions to be 
true. The enclosed will give you an idea of 
what is intended. The more I see of the Nabob, 
the more I am convinced of his incapacity jbr 
business: whether it proceeds from want of 
natiu'al abilities, or want of education, time will 
discover ; certain it is, the most difficult task we 
have is to act in such a manner as not to put 
too great a restraint upon the Nabob's inclin- 
ations, and yet, at the same tin^,. influence him' 
to do what is for his own honour, and the good 
of the Company* There is no submitting to be 
dictated to by every plaguy fellow about him." 
^Andagaint: — 

** There seems to me to have been a com* 
bination between the blacks and whites, to 
divide all the revenues of the Company between 
them, for the Nabob knows nothing about ths 
matter. Large sums have been taken out of 

« General Carnac, 27th May, 1765. 
t Ibid., 30th May. 1765. 
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both treasuries, by Mahomtned Re2a Cawn at 
Musadabad, and by Ntmdcomar at Calcutta; 
lE^mcy day convinces me, that so long as that 
nifln ivith his instruments contixme about him 
we shall never hatve that* influence which appears 
to me absolute^ necessary, as well for his own 
reputation as to prevent the revenues being 
diss^ted on a set of plaguy rascals*'' 

The evidence which Clive about this time 
obtained from the officers of the Nabob, of the 
sums paid to the different public servants on the 
condusioii of the treaty, are stated in a letter to 
General Camac*, with some severe remarks on 
the conduct of those who, on that occasion, 
sacrrficed the interest and honour of the public 
for venal objects. This subject would, in its 
details, lead us too far. Suffice it to say, that 
the strong measures which the discovery he made 
led him to adopt, particularly that of suspending 
several of the older civil officers from the service, 
added to the number of his enemies in a degree 
that made them more powerful in En^and than 
in India, and was the chief cause of that parlia- 
mentary inquiry into his conduct which took 
]^K^ on his return to his native country. 
Meanwhile, however, the honest course of 
investigation which he pursued, though &tiguing 
and painful to his mind, and severe on his spirits, 
• 8th June, 1765. 



Digitized by 



Google 



36^ MEMOIRS OF LORD CfLIVE* 

left him resolute and composed in his sense of 
duty* He had a great object in view, the sal- 
vation of an empire, through the repression of 
wrong, and the amendment c^ the public cha«- 
racter and morals. ** Let me but have healtJi 
sufficient to go through with the reformattoa we 
intend,'' says he, in writing to his friend Camac, 
** and I shall die with sati^action and in peace.'' 
The same feeling, which seems at this period to 
have deeply penetrated his mind, he expr^ses 
to many of his friends. 

Clive, it appears from several letters to other 
friends, had been, at this period, seriously hurt 
at the long, and, as he thought, the mysterious 
silenee of General Camac He was at last rO'^ 
lieved by a letter, which satis&ctorily accounted 
for the apparent neglect of a friend for whom 
he cherished so sincere an esteem. The fol- 
lowing extract from Clive's reply is singularly 
illustrative of his feelings, and of the principles 
on which he acted : — 

" The receipt of your letter *, number eight, 
gave me as much pleasure as your long silence 
gave me real concern. Indeed, I had resolved 
to write no more, being convinced that, from 
some cause or other, the friendship which had 
so long subsisted between us was drawing towards 
a conclusion, since you had declinad even giving 
♦ Mootagyl, 8th July, 1765. 
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me ^'our sentiments upon a subject or subjects 
in which I conjectured we may have differed in 
pinion. But surely that could be no reason for 
; not writing at all ; neither ou^t a difference of 
opinion, where both are actuated by principles 

' of honour and justice, in the least diminish that 
cfM*dial affection which hitherto hath subsisted, 

':. al^ I trust will subsist to the day of our deaths. 

.' ^.":I was not ignorant, when a general Court of 

•.Pxo^rietors prevailed upon me to resume this 

.•; -^0\:<brBment, what an odious as well as arduous 

.'.vtftstJ had undertaken. Foreseeing, in a man« 

•' ' aer,.* every thing at the time which has since 
happened, I was determined, if possible, to 

: answer the expectations of the Proprietors, who 

:' 4id-|me the honour to think me the only person 
who could, by my power and influence (and 

'; exatnple, I hope,) put a stop to that universal 
cortuption (some few instances excepted) which 

;. seeins to have spread itself over all Bengal* 

^^ Although a reformation both in the civil and 

' military department appears to me absolutely 
necessary, yet if there be any thing which can 
occasion you the least uneasiness, for God's 
sake let the whole weight fall upon my shoulders. 
I can go through every thing with {Measure, so 
king as I can, with truth, and without vanity, ap^ 
ply to myself these beautiful lines of Horace : -~ 

* Justum et tenacem propositi viruniy ' " &c. 
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. Clivei in the following letter to his &iesid 
Walsh, dated SOth September, 1765, gives fuU 
scope to bis feelings, both as to public traos^ 
actions, and those connected with them : — 

** Our friendship and connection have been of 
so many years' standing, and I have always^ 
observed in you so much real warmth of heart 
and zeal for my interest and honour, that I think 
of these marks of your affection in this distant 
part of the globe with the greatest satisfaction* 

'* To you, and to you only, I shall communis 
cate every transaction of consequence which 
has passed since our arrival, because I know 
you have judgment and discretion to make a 
proper use of them* 

<< It wiU be needless to expatiate on the very 
great things we have done for the Company, 
since the several papers which accompany this 
will make you a perfect master of the whole of 
our proceedings, 

" I have referred many of my friends to you 
for information ; but you will communicate to 
them what you think proper, Mr. Grenville ex- 
cepted, to whom I have been very explicitr 
having inclosed him a copy of my letter to the 
Court of Directors, translation of the treaty of 
peace, and a map of Bengal, with some marginal 
explanations. 

" You will therefore lay before him, without 
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reserve, all papers of a public nature; such as 
relate to individuals, and are not made public, 
you may not think proper to rev6al to any erne. 
There is only one paper which I could not send 
you, viz, the letter from the Select Committee 
to the Court of Directors, being bound by oath 
not to make any of our proceedings public until 
kid before council, or communicated to the 
Court of Directors ; neither of which being yet 
done, with respect to the committee^s letter, is 
the reason I cannot send you a copy; but you 
will, undoubtedly, obtain a sight of it from 
Scrafton, 

*' Had I known Mr. Sumner as well as I do 
at present, I would never have consented to his 
being appointed my successor, let the conse- 
quences be what they would. I did, indeed, 
entertain hopes, that my example and instruc- 
tions might furnish that gentleman with a plan 
of conduct and political knowledge, which would 
have enabled him to fill the chair with honour, 
and me to leave it with satisfaction to myself. 
JBut I am sorry to inform you, that I had been 
but a short time on board the Kent, befwe I 
<Jiscovered him to be a man no ways fit to be 
my successor. His ideas of government differ 
widely indeed from mine ; add to this, his judg- 
ment is weak, timid, and unsound, and resolution 
be has none. 
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" Nor was my opinion of him changed on our 
arrival here ; for I was frequently mortified with 
instances of his conduct, which made me look 
forward with regret to the day on which he 
was to be intrusted with the goTemment of 
Bengal. 

" When aflbirs of the utmost consequence to 
the Company were transacting by me, at the 
distance of seven hundred miles from the pre^^ 
sidency, Mr. Sumner, governor for the time 
being, would have yielded up some of the most 
material privileges of the committee to Mr. 
Leycester, Gray, and Burdett, the most £ictious 
among the counsellors ; and, if I had not written 
to him very severely on the subject, and pre- 
vailed on Mn Verelst to hasten down from 
Burdwan to remonstrate to him on the weakness 
of his conduct, I verily believe he would h*ve 
joined with those gentlemen in endeavouring 
to abolish the power of the committee* 

" Whether his behaviour arose merely from 
timidity of temper, or from a consideration that 
his actions formerly, in the Burdwan country, 
could not bear a scrutiny, if the resentment of 
those whom he had been obliged to join in con- 
demning should prompt them to retaliate, I can- 
not say ; but it is certain that his attention to 
those gentlemen, guilty as they had been of the 
most notorious acts of oppression, was mefui and 
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absurd. His conduct, upon the whole, con- 
vinces me, that had he been in council during the 
late transactions he would have stood next to 
Mr^ Johnstone in the donation list, which I 
almost wish he had, since the Company and I 
should, by that means, have been freed from the 
apprehensions we now labour under, on account 
of his succeeding me in the government. 

" Imagine not that I have exceeded the 
bounds of truth in this description. A due re- 
gard to my own honour, as well as to the ad- 
vantage of the Company, obliges me to be thus 
plain ; but it is not my intention to impress you 
with ideas so far to the disadvantage of Mr. 
Sumner, as that he may be set aside from the 
government. I think I cannot go such lengths 
without hurting my own reputation. I must 
make a point of his succeeding me according to 
his appointment ; and I hope affairs will go on 
very well, as long as he has a good committee or 
council to watch him. 

" If you can prevail upon the Court of Di- 
rectors to empower me alone, or me in conjunc- 
tion with the Select Committee, to regulate 
matters, I will be responsible for his good be- 
haviour : if not, I much fear things wiU fall into 
the old channel; and to the advantages arising 
from salt will be added every other that can be 
grasped at. 
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Governor's salary, or ordering his.px«||fr^ioA,^ 
salt to be $ff^i^0 there was. a particukMr ofiUjtt: Sot 
the Governor, vhereby he shoMld not^^^iii^i 
the libertjy pf private, trade at all^ but ,ob)fg?(^ Ukj 
attepd to the a^9^ui:s. Qf the Company on^y^ . l^v^ 
ing trade tQ ^he fi^cpnd, &c«, I think the:pl49 9^. 
government ^oul4 be much more p^rfect^ 9fi it; 
would be less liable to abuses from the hetad- 

" I have hinted to Dudley only my sentiments 
of Mr. Sumner^ and he knows from me^ that I 
have explained myself to you. Consult, there-^ 
fore, together about the matter; settle it» if pos* 
sible, in such a manner that I may. not be texed 
with breach of promise to Mr. JSumner, apd I 
may at the same time res^n the governm^t 
without apprehension for the ponsequesipes. 



" It would be endless for me to send yau the 
particulars of every act of extortion and cprrup- 
tion. I had prepared a great many, under the 
hands and seals of the several zemindars and 
phousdars, in order to make it impossible for 
siich men to succeed in any of their future de- 
signs ; but the total overthrow of Sulivan and 
his party makes such authentic proofs . unneces- 
sary, especially as we have sent home sufficient 
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to coiivitice every impartial Director of the 
geoend corruptiou and profligacy o£ their ser- 
vants in Bengal. 

** Among other papers, you will find a letter 
fit>m the King to the Oovemor and Council, 
in favour of General Camac, The 2 lacs of 
rupees he has given him is lodged in the public 
funds, until the pleasure of the Directors is 
known. I shall only say that Carnac has acted 
with such moderation and honour in the service 
of the Company, and with such good deference 
and attention towards his Majesty the Great 
Mogul, that the Directors must be the most 
un^teful of men, if they do not, by the return 
of this ship, or the first cpnveyance, order him 
this money, with a due encomium upon his 
services, disinterestedness, and modesty. I am 
sure your interest will not be wanting to push 
this matter to the utmost, if it be possible that 
such an order from the Court should meet with 
the least resistance. 

** I have determined to remain in this country 
until I receive an answer to our proceedings. 
No consideration on earth shall prevail upon me 
to stay beyond the month of December, I766 } 
and my friends may be assured, if no accident 
happens to me, of hearing of me from Europe in 
April or May, I767. In the mean time I shall 
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dedicate every day of my life to the service of 
the Company; a thorough reformatioior shall take 
place; every department, both civil and toM^ 
tary, shall be examined, and regulated By a 
disinterested committee, upon oath ; and th^ 
Directors will be surprised indeed at the eitrai 
vagancy, inattention, and firauds of their sbrvaAts, 
both civil and military, at the same tiiiicf thaS 
they must be greatly pleased at the rediictioti of 
their exhorbitant expenses. 

" Can you believe me, that the civil and mill* 
tary charges at the time of my arrival, amounted 
to between 11 and 12 lacs per month P 

" I have dropt all thoughts of irhat I men- 
tioned to you from Rio Janeiro, concerning my 
jaghire, and am resolved to let it rest as it is. 

" That you may assist with confidence the 
justice of my cause, I do declare, by that G^ 
who made me, it is my absolute determination to 
refuse every present of consequence^ ^nd that 1 
will not return to England with one nipee more 
than what arises from my jaghhre.' My profits 
arising from salt shall be divided among those 
friends who have endang^ed their lives and con- 
stitutions in attehding me;r the congtattdatory 
nuzzurs shall be set opposite to my extraordinary 
expenses, and, if aught remains, it shall go to 
Poplar or Some other hospital.** 

Clive^ the same day, wrote the following 
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letter^ ^ JMr. GxenvlWe, with wbom» throughout 
tbj» p€di9d»hf dp|)par$ to haye^kept up a constant, 
cqrr^spond^ce : *^ 

, "^CJinr^ n|e leave to call to your xemepibrance 
spii^e;4uicqujrse we bad together about the Com-' 
paoy# a^i:;^ (in which the honour and interest 
ofjfm. natioaiiras so much concerned), and to 
iaA))ra3 yoiif I hav§ now the particular satisfaction 
i^sai;wg:.the great object of my wishes nearly 
accomplished. 

. " The ^njclosedcopy of my letter to the Court 
of Directors^ and a map of Bengal, with some 
marginal 43Xplanations» will open to you a fuU 
view of the pre$ent great aad flourishing condi-* 
4ioa of our, £ast India Company^ and show ho^ 
near it 'v^ to destruction, from corruption, ex* 
t^xtxQUf a»4 luxury* If you have leisure md in* 
dioatipn to be further acquainted with our 
transactions, Mn Walsh has orders from me to 
lay before you om* proceedings. May what we 
ore.ahoutr i^ times of djustresf and neqei^ity, con- 
tribute tffwardd lessening, thoidebt of the patiod^. 
If you imagine thei King can. fi|i^ amusement in 
peitusing any of these papers^ or ^opie particular 
friends whom you ca^i trusty X.^haU have no ob- 
jection. . . , f 
. ."I- hope by this yearns ccMiveyance to send 
you a particular account of the revenues of these 
* Dated Calcatta, SOth September, 1765. 

BBS 
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provinces, whi<^h, put under proper manag^mf^t; 
eannot faU fkr short of i,000;00e/^ pier annunii.^ 

" I return you many thanks for Mr. Stt^hey s 
I have found him in every respQtt df^esy^jg 
your good opinion } aBd I must net forget txs^ e^ti 
j»«s8 how thankful I am for thc^iagsi^tan^^' ^oti 
have given Mr. Nerii MaskelyM^ fA bb£alh'the 
Regius professorship; 

.<* My best wishes attend Mrs. GrenvjUe and 
all yoor family/* . . «; 

Clrv^ cits^ves^ in a letter to Lord Htii&^; at 
the same date, ^^ 

* '^ J will not attempt entering into a detail of 
afikirs in this part of the world, ^especially as I 
have enabled • Mr, Grrenville to givef yarn IjOti^ 
ship a very explicit account* of the prosperous 
and flourishing condition of th^ East'Ittdik Com^ 
pany : too prosperous, ^without they have better 
hl^ds and' hearts to ^ manage siidblgralid and^ex^ 
tensive xooeerns than^* herewfore/' > • ' » 

In tiie fottowing letter * fromf Lord'Cfite *d 
Sir Mattibe^ FeatUerstonhtf^gh he states, ^ ' 
' "iWe ha'^re'juWdondluded «tvdtyhonouiisibW 
and advfantageoui^^^eJEce with 8ttjah^u^Doi;t4ahl 
To convince him, as Well as tbei Mogul en^^^ 
e^oor ttioderjitJan,' ^ebave restored to himalt his 
)dominioni^ upon ' coitditiori of paying to 'the 
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Qo^m^pwy 5Q lfte« of fupeea, orGOO^QOOl, (thi? 
h^ down, wd security Jg[>t^,tbe other half.) Thb 
li^ Twy reaiJily conaented to/a«d has ,eHactly 
^ompUed/witb htat eBgagementa ; so that BeogaU 
1^. aticba poweffttl alliancei will in all proba^ 
hUity^^oj^^tmnqiftiliiiy.tmdipeacejfor some tknet 
L. ?* ;Wm I 4a p«int U> y^u the4iQai?chyand ccwtt 
fusion which reigned in these xieh provincdk 
Upon my arrival) y6u.»^ould be nuidi^, Surprised. 
Indeed, the Company's affairs We^eiiuk theur I^ 
ga^p^noi; ftom our enam^fl, but frcmi tiuA uuiinefsal 
licentiousness which had overrun Ibe: wbolo set^ 
Uement of Calcutta. Extortion, aaobd eovriqption 
ivere prftctised opeoly and at noonday. The thrfec 
kiiig<io«fi9. of Bengal, Bab^r, /and (Mssa, whoso 
y/8¥ea^e^! amount to 4,O00i0Q0t sterling per ^aifc* 
num^ hAd;b«en pat up. to $ale>,.and the proitto 
divided ftmong;the civil and wiilitary ; the CQin>> 
pftpy's. infcer^sta have beeii most scandalously 
sacrificed ; but <» thifl salgeat let m^rxeferyou 
to Mr. Walahi who will givie you/such prooft of 
the venalityr cormptioni and textprtioi]ik& of the 
Company's mrm^tB, ftsi tnuatvgjwro jougr^^pain, 
from the cKuisiderajtion>ofthe> national/ lionow 
boing somuoh prostituted.^ :. . ■. * . » . f 

" Woi^^ maUng Mo,of th^cpoww.^ 
comwittw to check thesfr gre*t. and ^^^owiog 
evils, and have made great progress already. Our 
vigorous proceedings towards retrieving the na- 

B B d 
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tiotikl hotioun andtibtidiiiiig for the Compoiiji^ 
those great and glorioui advantages, whu^thc^aire 
80 justly entitled to^ wiU^ InukeDadonbt^ cveote 
ps many enemies y howerer, ccmsckKis lectkudA 
will enable us to go througk our undecfarlfiBgs 
with pleasure* With regard to myself^' lodo xla» 
cjare, upon the word of a' gentleman^ anJcfu^on 
fiiy honour^ thaty although history can ircafeeAo^ 
Disk an instance of any subject who Jisth hod 
such oppoitumties of acquiring an immcme foiv 
tune, it is my detennined rescdution t# retatni 
to my nati'fe country not one farthing rieher 
than when I left it. 

^ *^ The very great attention you hesm 4tbw]^ 
paidtomy interest, and the fitvowabk^^iopjnisn 
yon have always enteitained of ^nvy abilities lasid 
£eal for the Company, bmd me to^jioa bjpr tiea of 
the strongest gratitude. 

<< The Company, m consequenee of a grant 
from the Great Mogul, and with the NabtibVap- 
probation, are in posseflsion of a clear reveni^ic^ 
8^000,000;.<gtertirng ; and all our :ex|>eiuie8, both 
civil and military, can never exceed £h6 l^f of 
that sum in time^df war, and in tttne^of peaces 
-not more than 600,0001. per annnm : 'So^tfaat, at 
the worst of tiniest tbeve will be a dear gain of 
'1,000^000^« sterling per annum' to the Ceoi^easy^ 
Neither are these revenues chimerical or, pre- 
carious : the Tents are regularly paid ; and we 
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fairre 'establisfaed such a fiorce, that all the powers 
of' Hmdostan cannot deprive us of our possea^ 
mrns for manj years. Let me refer you to Mr. 
Wabh for further particulars^ wbo^ I am per* 
duaded^ wtU explain these matters. much to your 
mtia&cfion* 

^ Although I find 1 caiuaot^ as formerly, 
atraggle with the indemency of this hot dimate» 
yet I am determined to w^t for an answer to 
our dec^satches by this cdiip :> my duty to my 
ftmily will not permit me to stay longer. I hope 
tolkiss your hand in April or May, 1767- 

** The Duke of Devonshire's de^th, baa g^ven 
me inexpressible concern : tbe nation has' lost a 
noUeman who was an honour to iti and we the 
liest and sineerest of friends. I could with 
pleasure have attached myself to him for the 
remainder of my days/* 

• The fdlowtng ktter* to his friend Scrafton 
exbibitii a short view of the prosperous state of 
the finances, and closes with a postscript written 
on dive's h^u*ing of his friendTs eleetion to the 
office of DirectcM: : *~ 

^* You must not expect a fong letter from ide, 
beauise I know you will have man^ piurticulars 
firon other friends, and beoaiise the public 
business will really not aUow the time for that 
purpose. 

♦ Dated Calcutta, 25th September, 1765. 
B 6 4 
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.< /'Jl^cJiaiioD up(W revoluuoo,; mi^aisirt^^ .OS* 
^rtkp, and corriiptifWf have ^t last r«ducfdRi|&. 
to.. the aeoesfiity of .d(m)g the oafy tiiiDg)i^hiGb. 
.coidd be don^ to save the whde &hri^ fiooki 
being roiiAed. The King hath • granbsd taittiK 
Company the dewamneaof Bengal^ Bahav^i^^qod; 
Orissa, and exprefifleS' himself an tfafii.inaQneir:^t^ 
* In considemtion .of the great senrices rendered, 
me by the English Ccmpany^ and on the cosdt- 
tion of their .paying me the anmi^ tzSmisemS*^ 
lacsy.and allowing sufficient, for the.$ti|>port of 
the dignity of the Nizamut, whateiter. rematas 
of the revi^ues of Bengal^ BahaTf and OrifiseH I 
give to thQ Engliah Company as a fnee igift^ for, 
ever and ev^/ » 

<' The Nabob's allowances are 50 l«is» 
whkh he. aigned and. agreed to; ao? that these 
will remain little short of SOO lacsto the^Coixh 
pany, clear of all expenses in callei&tbiil;. 
What think you of the stocks? We >8hall 
draw bills &r about 16 laea this year^and, in 
future, I believe, there will be an end to biUs of 
exchange^ Om infveltm(rat Jthis year will exceed 
40 lacs, asdwe shall send 15 lacs to China. We 
have ^4 lacs of restitution money to pay, and 
30 lacs of bonds to discharge, or we should not 
have drawn at aUf eiVen. this yeair4 : i 

^< We have concluded a firm and lasting ^eace 
with ^njah-U'Dowlah^ by giviAg him. up all bis 



Digitized by 



Google 



VOMOIlti^ &t LOUD CL1VB. ^77 

eouQlij^ fi>r winch ber pays i$0 kcs^^to the Com- 
^faikfi: 95 d^wn^ and security fbi the tert ih 
itmthre^ months^ 1 have laot lelBtive to idnter- 
ituA yad with an aecomit^ of mrt proceedings 
'^tth-T^^d 1p the genflemeib of ^ council: the 
iupsboiis^ as'yoo Ikve ^qnressed* yourself in one 
-ef your letters, * There arenet iqv^iMti of prin- 
dple is the whole settlement.' I beliere this is 
-the^ ficBt instance of suob- a paper appearing 
• upon record as we have sent hotn«. 

^* There is an account in dur comniitlee and 
consultation proceedings, as lai*ge as ^ general 
retam, with as many columns, sp^^ci^ing the 
'Slims of money received, and to be received, by 
whom, and to whom, and on whose houses 
drawn ; in short, the Directors, when thciy first 
see these papers, will imagine it to be an aoooont 
of increase of revenues. If jrou can get John 
Walsh into a humour of entertaining you Upon 
these meters, he ifr qualified to do it better than 
any man in England* My ttm^ and paper grow 
^hort. • ' I 

** I am, deafr Scrilton, 
. ' « Yours, &c. ; 

. . -. r ■ • - 

" May it please your Honour, > 
*< I did not know at the time^I wwAe'the 
above, that your Honour would have been one of 
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my masters, as I might have savdd myjelf the 
trouble of writing so much, or referring ywi «c[ 
Walsh. Believe m^ thepe ie an libssetetQ 
necessity of getting some of the Madias s^tviMS 
here, or we shall never biingabout a refiun^ntioik 
The gentry here will do nothing with a good 
wiU. '! 

^« I am • • ■ : • ^ 
•♦ Your Honour's most obedient servaM> 

«<€LlVfi.^ 

Clive, in answering a letter * from Mr, FpwJce, 
a Director, observes, — 

" I have received your letter of the IStli No- 
vember, 1764, from the contents of which I can 
easily perceive our affairs in Leadcnhall Street 
are not likely to be upon a solid foundation for 
some time : indeed, Rous, though a very honest 
mauji is the most unfit of all men living tp pr^ 
side and govern a Court of Directprs. I am 
now convinced, a man of lighter pripgiples,, with 
more abilities, and a certain. degree of resolution, 
will manage both ^riyate and public concerns 
to more advantage than Mr. Rous. My only 
hopes are, that the next year's election will pro- 
duce one or two men well versed in the politics 
of Indiat and th^n Mr, Sulivan may b^ entirely 
excluded. 

* Dated 25th September, 1765. 
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- ^*1 mn not at at all iuiprised at your disap- 
pomtment; nothing less « could have been exf 
peeled from such a divided and distracted I>U 
fMtion) bar should I be much surprised if 
sometfaing of a disa^eeaUe nature^ touching 
tay pow€fl*Si should find its way to India. If the 
Directors dare take such a step, woe be to theiii» 
fi>r I am pursuing ineasures so manifestly to the 
nation's honour, and the Compan/s advantage, 
that envy and malice themselves will not dare to 
enter the lists against us. 

^^ Was I to enter into a detail of all our trans^ 
actions in these parts, volumes would not suffice. 
To Mr. Walsh, therefore, I refer you, who will 
be perfectly informed of the great and glorious 
things we have already done for this Company ; 
too great, indeed, for such a Company. I shall 
only say, that such a scene of anarchy^ con« 
fusion, bribery, corruption, and extortion was 
never seen or heard of in any country but 
Bengal i nor such and so many fortunes ac- 
quired in so unjust and rapacious a manner. 
The three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa, producing a clear revenue of 3,000,000/. 
sterling, have been under the absolute man* 
agement of the Company's servants, eVer since 
Meer Jaffier^s restoration to the subaship; 
and they have, both civil and military, exacted 
and levied contributions from every man of 
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power and conseqiieDce, from ^ei Nabol^ da;nrn 
to the lowest zemindar. 

" The trade has been carried on hy ffep 
merchants, acting as gomastahs to the Cqx^ 
pany's servants, who, under the sanctipn of their, 
names, have committed actions which make th^ 
name of the English stink in the postrils of a 
Gentoo or a Mussulman ; and the Company's ser* 
vants themselves have interfered with the revepiies 
of the Nabob, turned out and put in the 'officers 
of the government at pleasure, and made eveiy 
one pay for their preferment" 

It may be questioned whether any of Clive's 
many and great achievements called forth more 
of that active energy and calm firmness for 
which he was distinguished, than was. evinced in 
effecting the reform of the civil service qf Bengal* 
It created a host of enemies in India, seyer^ of 
whom were men of talent, and possessed both of 
wealth and reputation. These, when they 
returned to England, gave vent to their in*- 
dignation against one whom they represented as 
an arbitrary tyrant, who, having made his own 
immense fortune in a rapid manner, now desired 
to obtain fame by depriving others of the same 
advantages. They found, among the Directors 
and the House of Commons, many who listened 
eagerly to their grievances, and to accusations 
against a man whose fame and fortune made him 
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an object of envy and of calumny ; and who, 
besides the numbers he had rendered his enemies, 
by detecting and exposing their nefarious con- 
duct, had deeply offended others, of whose 
character and principles he had a better opinion, 
by his impatience at their weak or undecided 
conduct. Born, it may be said, to command, 
clear in his views of what was right, and devoted 
to the public service, he was not only uncompro- 
mising, but impatient of check or hinderance in 
the pursuit of objects he deemed essential for 
the good name or interests of his country. This 
impatience led him too often to evince indig- 
nation or contempt of those who opposed him, or 
whose minds could not keep pace with his own, 
but whose conduct and character merited more 
justice and consideration. 

But we must close this chapter, the events 
detailed in which occurred within a twelvemonth 
of Clivers arrival in Bengal. The second year 
afforded him a still greater opportunity of dis- 
playing his wisdom and courage. 
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